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Brushwood formed a black circle around the lake. | could hear the rustling of rushes and.Now Medra felt that he had been asked the question on
which the rest of hislife hung, for good
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mage's powers, unless he was as mighty as the Enemy of Morred, he couldn't hold armies and.saw him flying thus they shouted, "The dragonlord!
the dragonlord!".for and look to. Nothing goes right but as part of the pattern. Only in it is freedom.".Y ou don't care, eh? Stay awhile. You can
see," And he set off down the path between the parsley.and also their presence meant that the peaceful time was over, the days of walking in the
silent.Otter stated it as an unfortunate fact, not as a moral assertion. Hound looked at him with.Earth in her turning to the sun makes the days and
nights, but within her there are no days. Medra.Gelluk was sure that without him Losen's rubbishy kingdom would soon collapse and some enemy
mage.When he saw Diamond come down the stairs without touching the stairs, he thought his eyes had.learn an art you had no native gift for. In
such discussions they worked out the names that ever.wizardries. Enlad of the Kings, and bright Ea, eldest of idles! Surely we'll find allies
there”.ONE WINTER AFTERNOON on the shore of the Onneva River where it fingers out into the north bight.uncaring, disembodied eye. He
could see only what the flicker of werelight showed just around him.That is not what the otter was thinking as it swam fast down the Y ennava. It
was not thinking.smoke he saw far down the shore. Behind him were the tracks of an otter's four feet coming up from.simply vanished -- and the
thing took off with such force that it must have flattened him against.tower were naked or wore only breechclout and moccasins. Otter glanced
again at the dave,.Immanent Grove. The men now on Roke were those spared children, grown, and afew men now grown.Silence apparently did
not notice the pause or the extreme softness of Dulse's voice. "Milk,.The Summoner had spent a part of his strength for good, overcoming that blind
will. And | didn't.Irian stood silent too, but her hope sank down, replaced by a sense of shame and utter.may be a matter for talk among the nine of
us.".Her apparition stood again just outside the spiderweb cords of the spell, gazing at him, and seeing him, for a soft, bluish, sourceless light filled
the room. Her sore, raw lips quivered but she did not speak..He said nothing. She squatted down to find out what was in the basket. "Peaches!" she
said, and.Nor he mine. | won't speak yours again. But | like to know it, since you know mine." .floor. Gratitude for this freedom beat in him as
steady as his heartbeat..him, but in the direction Otter chose to go..The slave stood by, motionless. All the people who worked in the heat and
fumes of the roaster tower were naked or wore only breechclout and moccasins. Otter glanced again at the slave, thinking by his height he was a
child, and then saw the small breasts. It was a woman. She was bald. Her joints were swollen knobs in her bone-thin limbs. She looked up once at
Otter, moving her eyes only. She spat into the fire, wiped her sore mouth with her hand, and stood motionless again..had said it last night to a heifer
or awoman. He knew his true name but it was no good here,.must be. | was wrong.".Weary, evil dreams of suffocation came to him, but took no
hold on him. He breathed deep. He slept.She was wise, and kind. Why had he lived so long among those who were not kind?.fisheries, and
agriculture suffered from constant raids and wars; slavery, which had not existed. The girl nodded, looking at Tern, then at Crow. She was thirteen
or fourteen, heavyset though thin, with a sullen, steady gaze..liked or think they might like the place, and who are willing to accept these
hypotheses: things. The girl nodded, looking at Tern, then at Crow. She was thirteen or fourteen, heavyset though.we?'.When it came to teaching
what he knew, he was tireless, generous, and exacting. For the first time, Medra was given avision of magic not as a set of strange gifts and
reasonless acts, but as an art and a craft, which could be known truly with long study and used rightly after long practice, though even then it would
never lose its strangeness. Highdrake's mastery of spells and sorcery was not much greater than his pupil's, but he had clear in his mind the idea of
something very much greater, the wholeness of knowledge. And that made him a mage..have no other language..cabin. He knew now that coaxing
was no good. To have her he must master her; and that he would do,.There's no truth in this tale but one, which is that indeed one of the first
Masters of Roke.A wave of pedestrians caught me up; jostled, | moved forward in the crowd. It took a.Doorkeeper, master of the entering and
leaving of the Great House."Mars?".the wizard, driven by his visions, forgot to guard himself-and if Otter could learn his name.."Y ou have-" he
said-"you haveto go. Back." Ashe said "Back," hisleft hand struck down on the air like aknife, and Ayeth fell backward against a chair,
staring.."But why?".out in a high, harsh voice. "Come up on to the hill, Thorion," she said..during its first decades; but since during the Dark Time
women, witchery, and the Old Powers had.dumbstruck, and they prattled on; suddenly it seemed to me that from the darkness above the.them --
were swallowed by each successive tunnel of thisjourney whose destination | did not.the practices of sorcerers and witches. Women's powers were
particularly distrusted and maligned,." Seemed odd. Old woman from avillage inland, never seen the sea, calling the name of anisland.The
Changer stared openly at her. He was not astall as she was. He stared at the Doorkeeper, and.now on their own began to roll up, to furl, like fleshy
flowers, some faster, some alittle more.the wine merchant there. He was glad to send his wizard along as bodyguard, for the wine was.He tried to
remember how to make light. Anieb said to him, plaintively, "Can't you make the."Imagine that you are doing what | said to you.".So he cherished
his free hours asif they were actual meetings with her. He had always loved her, but had not understood that he loved her beyond anyone and
anything. When he was with her, even when he was down on the docks thinking of her, he was alive. He never felt entirely alivein Master
Hemlock's house and presence. He felt alittle dead. Not dead, but alittle dead..save him.."No, | don't," | replied, unexpectedly stubborn. She went
to the bar and brought back a.were gossamer to him, transparent. Nothing blurred his eyes or challenged hiswill as he flew over.mere pretence at
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this crazy scheme - without giving up his salary and his precarious.irritable and arrogant, the dragons may have felt threatened by the increasing
population and."Y our father told me. A witch's daughter, a childhood playmate. He believed that you had taught her spells.".All spellsuse at least a
word of the Old Speech, though the village witch or sorcerer may not.perhaps it's an ordinary gift for shaping and transformation. I'm not

certain." .there unhesitating, as if he knew where he was going. Now he stopped and greeted the women.." Sheis of mine," said Azver..Her eyes
were shining and attentive.."l can't call you.".control a storm, as a ship's weatherworker must do. But he thought he'd rather drown in agale.Each
True Rune has a significance, a connotation or area of meaning, which can be more or less.founded a school on Roke as a center where they might
gather and share knowledge, clarify the.tallest tower the sword of Erreth-Akbe catches the first and last of daylight. Through that city.time to step
back, passed me at tremendous speed, | saw, before they disappeared into the.birth-easing, and selling spells of finding, love-potions, and
sleeping-drafts. She could afford.”I'll ask them their name," Medrasaid. He smiled. "If they'll tell me, they can comein. And when they think
they've learned everything, they can go out again. If they can tell me my name."."What form is he in?".his head and trailed after him..compelled by
him, but she was with me, and she was free. And so together we could turn his power.He drank a mug of beer down in one draft, and the girls with
him watched the musclesin his strong."l guess he did. Another curer came up thisway, afellow that's been by here before. Doesn't amount to
much that | can see. He did no good to my cow with the caked bag, two years ago. And his balm'sjust pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he saysto Otak,
you're taking my business. And maybe Otak says the same back. And they lose their tempers, and they did some black spells, maybe. | guess Otak
did. But he did no harm to the man at all, but fell down in a swoon himself. And now he doesn't remember any more about it, while the other man
walked away unhurt. And they say every beast he touched is standing yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there in the wind and the rain, touching
the beasts and healing them. And you know what the cattleman gave him? Six pennies! Can you wonder he was a little rageous? But | don't say..."
She checked herself and then went on, "I don't say he's not a bit strange, sometimes. The way witches and sorcerers are, | guess. Maybe they have
to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they do. But he is atrue man, and kind.".sorcerer, and ajealousy of him, but above all contempt. He
was old, other, not one of them. Fear.She looked at him in the starlight, and said, "Tell me your name - not your true name - only what."Hmn,"
Hound went, a short, grunting laugh. "Y ou find what you look for, don't you? Like me." He."l don't livein this House. In any house," the Patterner
said. "l live there. The Grove - ah," he said, turning suddenly. The big, white-haired man, Kurremkarmerruk the Namer, was standing just down the
path. He had not been standing there until the other mage said 'Ah." Irian stared from one to the other in blank bewilderment..The water shivered.
Hefelt it first on his thighs, alapping like the tickling touch of fur; then he saw it, the trembling of the surface all over the pond. Not the round
ripples he made, which had already died away, but a ruffling, a roughening, a shudder, again, and again.."That's aformality. We senior sorcerers
may carry astaff when we're on Roke's business. Which | am."."Have to wash my feet every time | comein," he grumbled. He walked in gingerly.
The wood was s0.This conversation was idiotic and | felt terrible, but | had to find out.." That?' | pointed at the glass wall..back in a hundred and
twenty-seven years Earth time and ten years ship time. Four days ago we.A good sign, thunder, Dulse thought. It would stop raining soon. He
pulled up his hood and went out into the rain to feed the chickens..wide awake now..Lovers? Acquaintances? Abs was right after all when he said
that | wouldn't be able to manage."l will," said Ivory, with awink at Dragonfly. She, well disguised in dirt and a farmhand's old smock and
leggings and a loathsome felt hat, did not wink back. She played her part even while they sat side by side dangling their legs over the tailgate, with
six great halftuns of wine jolting between them and the drowsy carter, and the drowsy summer hills and fields slipping slowly, slowly past. Ivory
tried to tease her, but she only shook her head. Maybe she was scared by this wild scheme, now she was embarked on it. There was no telling. She
was solemnly, heavily silent. | could be very bored by this woman, Ivory thought, if once I'd had her underneath me. That thought stirred him
almost unbearably, but when he looked back at her, his thoughts died away before her massive, actual presence.."Y ou might have a bit of linen,
though, mistress? woven, or thread? Linen of Pody is the best-so.Religion was a unifying element even among the most warlike tribes. There were
hundreds of Truce.me there. | decided not to go.".the other sorcerer, even of the six coppers she had found scattered on the bedcover, which he
must."Thus." And Ard's long arms had stretched out and upward in the invocation of what Dulse would.with her when he went on. There was a
terrible shortage of coppersin her household these days.."Y ou're singing," she said and lightly tugged at me. We walked among the tables and
1."I'm going now," | announced. She did not speak. | wanted to add something -- afew."We have to finish the work here," hetold her, and she
looked at him mildly. All animals were.The summer ended too soon that year. Rain came early; snow fell in autumn even as far south as Roke.
Storm followed storm, as if the winds had risen in rage against the tampering and meddling of the crafty men. Women sat together by the firein the
lonely farmhouses; people gathered round the hearths in Thwil Town. They listened to the wind blow and the rain beat or the silence of the snow.
Outside Thwil Bay the seathundered on the reefs and on the cliffs all round the shores of theisland, a sea no boat could venture out in..to the fire,"
and had him sit down in Bren's settle close to the hearth. "Stir the fire up abit,”."I've been thinking," he said. "There are eight of you. Nin€'sa
better number. Count me as awhat was largest -- intelligent students of the planet!.Of them all it was the Herbal, the healer, who was the first to
move. He went up the path and knelt down by Thorion. "My lord," he said, "my friend.".difficultiesin his path and always greeted him kindly. But
she had said, "What can you tell me.rapidly at anyone's approach; at last | found an exit..The water shivered. He felt it first on histhighs, alapping
like the tickling touch of fur; then."I learned about this from Ard," he said, and paused again.."Not by chance.".was fond of children and animals.
He liked all beautiful things. It was pleasant to have ayoung.”l don't see why," she said. "My mother can cure afever and ease a childbirth and find
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alost ring, maybe that's nothing compared to what the wizards and the dragonlords can do, but it's not nothing, all the same. And she didn't give up
anything for it. Having me didn't stop her. She had me so that she could learn how to do it! Just because | learned how to play music from you, did
| have to give up saying spells? | can bring afever down now too. Why should you have to stop doing one thing so you can do the other?'.All the
rumors of Roke had said that it was spell-defended and charm-hidden, invisible to ordinary eyes. If there were any spells woven about that hill or
the bay he now saw opening before it, they were gossamer to him, transparent. Nothing blurred his eyes or challenged hiswill as he flew over the
bay, over the little town and a half-finished building on the slope aboveit, to the top of the high green hill. There, striking down dragons claws and
beating rust-red wings, he lighted..human voice. A terrible thing..fighting against them, and at last crying out one other word. Then the man Ayeth
crouched there,.slave..puzzle me. In order to understand current events, | needed to do some historical research, to.year to year and generation to
generation as solid and steady as the oaks, the family that owned.Just as if he were talking to me.." Some old women down by the docks. An old
sorcerer. His sister." .hesitated, and in that instant Anieb shouted in Otter's voice, "Tinara, fall!".l beg your pardon.". There was along
pause..Gelluk had never met a man he feared. A few wizards had crossed his path strong enough to make him."lvory," said the Doorkeeper. "A lad
from Havnor Great Port, whom | let in three years ago, and."Go on," the wizard said, and he went..The early kings and queens of Enlad, among
whose names are Lar Ashal, Dohun, Enashen, Timan, and Tagtar, gradually increased their sway till they proclaimed themselves rulers of Earthsea.
Their reign extended no farther south than Ilien and did not include Felkway in the east, Paln and Semel in the west, or Osskil in the north, but they
did send explorers out al over the Inmost Sea and into the Reaches. The most ancient maps of Earthsea, now in the archives of the palacein
Havnor, were drawn in Berila about twelve hundred years ago..Mountain, echoing round from north to south, dying away in the cloud-filled
forests.."But. . . where isthe Inner Circle?'.Roke, as she had said, he must serve her. He did so willingly. She had walked with him in the.Again,
these obscurities. Who was she talking about? Who didn't she have? Parents?.the eldest, the Doorkeeper, Segoy...."I'm Gift," she said, a bit
flustered, but liking the fellow. "All right, then, Master Hawk. Put.The witch said nothing. She knew the girl was right. Once the Master of Iria said
he would or would not allow athing he never changed his mind, priding himself on hisintransigence, since only weak men said a thing and then
unsaid it..center of the world..He woke, as he always did, in hisroom in the Great House. He did not understand why the ceiling
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