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EACH MOMENTOUS DAY, the work was done in memory of his mother. At Pie Lady Services, always, they sought new recipes and new ways

to brighten the corner where they were..People were at the car windows, struggling to open the buckled doors, but Agnes refused to acknowledge

them..This house was similar to the Kleftons'. Though stucco rather than clapboard, it had gone a long time without fresh paint. A crack in one of

the front windows had been sealed with strapping tape..One of the coin seekers knocked against Junior, jarring him loose of his paralysis, but when

he stumbled out of the line of fire of the second vending machine, a third machine shot quarters at him..-nor cruel, nor hateful, nor envious, nor

mean," Phimie recited, "for all these are sicknesses of this fallen world-".When Angel came in search of Barty, breathless with excitement, he was

chatting with Tom Vanadium in the foundation's office above the garages. Years ago, the two apartments had been combined and expanded when

the garages under them were doubled in size, providing better living quarters for Tom and working space, as well..Dragonfly.A door slammed, and

after the briefest of internal debates about whether to ize or act, Junior left Ichabod straddling the threshold. He must get to Celestina before she

reached a telephone, and then he could come back and finish moving the body..This consequence of rape, the baby, was less baby to Celestina than

cancer, a malignancy excised rather than a life delivered. She had been no more impelled to study the child than she would have been, charmed to

examine the glistening gnarls and oozing convolutions of a freshly plucked tumor. Consequently, she could remember nothing of its squinched

face..The calls to Bellini in San Francisco and to others in Oregon were made with a prayer for news, but the prayer went unanswered. Cain had not

been seen, heard from, smelled, intuited, or located by the pestering clairvoyants who had attached themselves to the sensational case..Thus far,

none of these women of mercy was as lovely as Victoria Bressler, the ice-serving nurse who was hot for him. Nevertheless, he kept looking and

remained hopeful..Perhaps the paramedic had given him an injection, a sedative. the howling ambulance rocked along on this most momentous

day, Junior Cain wept profoundly but quietly--and achieved temporary peace in a dreamless sleep..In addition to these scavengers, another presence

was here, unseen but not unfelt. The chill of this invisible entity pierced Junior to the marrow: the stubborn, vicious, psychotic, prickly-bur spirit of

Thomas Vanadium, maniac cop, not satisfied to haunt the house in which he'd died, not ready yet to seek reincarnation, but instead pursuing his

beleaguered suspect even after death, capering--to paraphrase Sklent like an invisible, filthy, scabby monkey here on this city street, in bright

daylight..Yet when he put her down in the upstairs hall, she cried out for her husband--"Harry!" "-and tried to plunge once more into the narrow

stairwell..Still cautious, Junior approached the back door, the window. Vanadium's body lay on the car floor, wrapped in the tumbled

blanket..According to the newspapers, the police also credited him with the murders of Naomi, Victoria Bressler, and Ned Gnathic (whom they had

connected to Celestina). He was wanted, too, for the attempted murder of Dr. Walter Lipscomb (evidently Ichabod), for the attempted murder of

Grace White, and for assault with intent to kill Celestina White and her daughter, Angel, and for the assault on Lenora Kickmule (whose

foxtail-bedecked Pontiac he had stolen in Eugene, Oregon).."Is it as bad as that?" Celestina wondered plaintively, though she knew the answer. "I

love San Francisco. The city inspires my work. I've built a life here. Is it really as bad as that?".Cupping Angel entirely in his big hands, smiling at

her, he said, "Oh, no, Mrs. White, this looks like a healthy young lady to me. No medicine required.".Although the piano was at some distance and

the restaurant was a little noisy, Kathleen recognized the tune at once. She looked up from her veal, her eyes full of merriment..A cold wind raised

a haunting groan as it harried itself around and around in the bronze hollow of the bell atop the church steeple, shook dead needles from the

evergreens,  and resisted Paul's progress with what seemed to be malicious intent. Miles ago, between the towns of Brookings and Pistol River, he

had decided that he wouldn't again walk this far north at this time of year, even if the guidebooks did claim that the Oregon coast was a

comparatively temperate zone in winter..In January '65, while Vanadium had been in the first month of what proved to be an eight-month coma,

Enoch Cain had sought Nolly's assistance in a search for Seraphim's newborn child. When Vanadium had learned about this from Magusson long

after the event, he assumed that Cain had heard Max Bellini's message on his answering machine, made the connection with Seraphim's death in an

"accident" in San Francisco, and set out to find the child because it was his. Fatherhood was the only imaginable reason for his interest in the

baby..Clearly touched and intrigued, the magician nevertheless circled the offer in search of reasons to decline, before at last shaking his head

sadly. "I doubt that I'm the caliber of person you're looking for, Mrs. Lampion. I wouldn't be entirely a credit to your project.".On the other hand,

one needed to believe in something. Junior didn't clutter his mind with superstitious nonsense or allow himself to be constrained by the views of

bourgeois society or by its smug concepts of right and wrong, good and evil. From Zedd, he'd learned that he was the sole master of his universe.

Self-realization through self-esteem was his doctrine; total freedom and guiltless pleasure were the rewards of faithful adherence to his principles.

What he believed in-the only thing he believed in-was Junior Cain, and in this he was a fiercely passionate believer, devout unto himself

Consequently, as Caesar Zedd explained, when any man was clearheaded enough to cast off all the false.Junior was starving, but he didn't trust his

bowels enough to risk dinner in a restaurant. The affliction seemed to have passed, but it might recur when he had food in his system again..The

Rolex. Because most of the trash in the huge bin was bagged, finding the watch would be easier than Junior had feared.."Just now." Although

Angel tried to sound nonchalant, she was trembling. "I'm not sure I can do it again.".As "It is." From a desk drawer, Nolly withdrew an envelope

and put it on top of the offered cash. "I'm returning five hundred of your thousand retainer." He pushed everything back toward Junior.."If they

always go there, smoosh--smoosh, then you're going to wind up with one really fat finger." *.The stress that he currently felt wasn't the same that
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he so often relieved with women. This was an energizing tension, a not-unpleasant tightening of the nerves, a delicious anticipation that he wanted

to experience to its fullest-until the gallery reception for Celestina, on the evening that her show opened, January 12. This tension could not be

released by intercourse, but only by the killing of Bartholomew, and when that long-sought moment arrived, Junior expected the relief he

experienced would far exceed mere orgasm..a deeply troubled John Wayne while the delightful David Niven floated along overhead in a basket

suspended from a huge, colorful hot-air balloon..Three and a half days had passed since he'd pushed his wife off the tower, and in that time he'd

had no real fun. He was gregarious by nature, never one to turn down a party invitation. He liked to laugh, to love, to live, but he couldn't enjoy life

when he must remember at all times to appear bereft and to keep sorrow in his voice.."Hasn't the sheriff's department already reached a

determination of accidental death?" Parkhurst asked. "They're good men, good cops, every last one of them," said Vanadiuin, "and if they've got

more pity in them than I do, that's a virtue, not a shortcoming. What could Mr. Cain have taken to make himself vomit?".A table candle glowed in

an amber glass. To Nolly, in this glimmering light, Kathleen's face was more radiant than the flame..His waitress was a cutie. She flirted with him,

and he knew he could have her if he wanted..If blood tests revealed that Junior wasn't the father, Vanadium would have a motive. It wouldn't be the

right motive, because Junior truly hadn't known either that his wife was pregnant or that she was possibly screwing around with another man. But

the detective would be able to sell it to a prosecutor, and the prosecutor would convince at least a few jurors..She looked down at her clutched

hands. Made for work, these hands, and always ready to take on any task. Strong, nimble, reliable hands, but useless to her now, unable to perform

the one miracle she needed. "Barty's birthday is in eight days. I was hoping. . .".Ten months later, he finally wore her down. She accepted his

proposal, and they set a date for the wedding..Agnes could not bear to watch Maria sewing. The light no longer stung, but her new future,.on both

sides of the property, the neighbors can't see, but some know, have always known, and have less interest.In a few instances, when his suspicions

were aroused in spite of their denials, Junior tracked down their residences. He observed them in the flesh and made additional-and subtle-inquiries

of their neighbors until he was satisfied that his quarry was elsewhere..Friday morning, Junior resigned his position as a physical therapist at the

rehabilitation hospital. He expected to be able to live well off interest and dividends for the rest of his life, because his tastes were modest..On the

fourth floor, at Dr. Klerkle's suite, the hall door stood ajar. Past office hours, the small waiting room was deserted..Now the hole was revealed.

Damp earthen walls. In the shadow of the casket, the bottom of the grave was dark and hidden from view..The window was French with small

panes, so Celestina couldn't simply break the glass and climb out..In the Fairmont coffee shop, Junior ordered french fries, a cheeseburger, and cole

slaw. He requested that the burger be served cooked but unassembled: the halves of the bun turned face up, the meat pattie positioned separately on

the plate, one slice each of tomato and onion arranged beside the pattie, and the slice of unmelted cheese on a separate dish..From a distance and

through a scattering of trees, Junior wasn't able to discern much about the other funeral, but he was pretty sure many if not most of that crowd were

Negroes. He surmised, therefore, that the person being buried was a Negro, too..One of the paramedics knelt beside the body, checking Naomi for a

pulse, although in these circumstances, his action was such a formality that it was almost harebrained..Convinced that the house was playing tricks

on him, Barty went downstairs, step by measured step, to the foyer and the ground-floor hall..A pianist or saxophonist could go a long way on his

talent and self instruction, but a would-be stage magician eventually needed a mentor to reveal the most closely guarded secrets of illusion and to

help him master the skills of deception needed for the highest-level prestidigitation. In a craft practiced almost exclusively by white men, a young

man.A trickster, this detective. Full of taunts and feints and sly stratagems. PsychologIcal-warfare artist..With no job to return to, he dawdled over

lunch. He was actually tumescent with a growing sense of freedom that was as thrilling as sex.."What kept me going these past two and a half years

was knowing that I could get my hands on Mr. Cain when I was finally well enough to do something about him.".At sunset, the boy stood in the

backyard, gazing up through the branches of the giant oak as an orange sky darkened to coral, to red, to purple, to indigo..Jacob scared people. He

was 'Edom's identical twin, with Edom's boyish and pleasant face, as soft-spoken as Edom, well barbered and neatly groomed. Nevertheless, on the

same mission of mercy as Edom, Jacob would leave the pie recipients in a state of deep uneasiness if not outright terror. In his wake, they would

bar the doors, load guns if they owned any, and lay sleepless for a night or two..Initially, the Pacific could not be seen beyond an opaque lens of

fog, Yet later, when the mist retreated, the sea itself became a portent of sightlessness: Spread flat and colorless in the morning light, the glassy

water reminded her of the depthless eyes of the blind, of that terrible sad vacancy where vision is denied..They came to her, picked up the luggage

that she had put down, and Edom said, "I'll drive."."But let's pretend it's me, okay? So here I am, stepping off the curb without looking both

ways-"."Done," Agnes said. "Now put away the three dollars, and let's have our lesson before my water breaks.".Edom and Jacob arrived, dinner

was served, and while the food was wonderful, the conversation was better-even though the twins occasionally shared their vast knowledge of train

wrecks and deadly volcanic eruptions. Paul didn't contribute much to the talk, because he preferred to bask in it. If he hadn't known any of these

people, if he had walked into the room while they were in the middle of dinner, he would have thought they were family, because the warmth and

the intimacy-and in the twins' case, the eccentricity-of the conversation were not what he expected of such newly made friends. There was no

pretense, no falsity, and no avoidance of any awkward subject, which meant there were sometimes tears, because the death of Reverend White was

such a fresh wound in the hearts of those who loved him. But in the healing ways of women that remained mysterious to Paul even as he watched

them do."It's all the same. Cars, trains, ships, all the same," Jacob insisted. "You remember the Toya Maru? Japanese ferry capsized back in

September '54. Eleven hundred sixty-eight people dead. Or worse, in '48, off Manchuria, God almighty, the boiler exploded on a Chinese merchant
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ship, six thousand died. Six thousand on a single ship!".As instructed earlier by phone, Junior purchased a large box of Raisinettes and a box of

Milk Duds at the refreshment stand, and then he sat in one of the last three rows in the center section, eating the Milk Duds, grimacing at the sticky

noises his shoes made when he moved them on the tacky floor, and waiting for Google to find him..While Jacob had shuffled, Agnes had taken

little Barty from his bassinet into her arms. She was surprised and discomfited to discover that the baby was to have his fortune told first..Maria

gathered up the four jacks and tore them in thirds. She put the twelve pieces in the breast pocket of her blouse. "I buy to you new cards, but no

more ever can you to be having these.".Whether the cop was unhinged or not, Junior had nothing to gain by talking to him, especially in this

disorienting darkness. He was exhausted, achy, with a sore throat, and he couldn't trust himself to be as."I'm not going anywhere," she pledged. She

had realized that his voice was growing heavy with sleep. "But it's time for you to go to dreamland.".Inexplicably, each repetition of Bartholomew

heightened Junior's anxiety. The name resonated not just in his ear, but in his blood and bones, in body and mind, as if he were a great bronze bell

and Bartholomew the clapper..Setting out after dark, Paul had walked south, following the coastal highway. He was accompanied by the windy

rush of passing traffic, but later only by the occasional cry of a blue heron, the whisper of a salty breeze in the shore grass, and the murmur of the

surf. Without pushing himself too hard, he reached La Jolla by dawn..Having settled on the sofa with Agnes and Barty, prepared to serve

comfortably in the role of quiet observer, Edom was alarmed to have suddenly become the subject of conversation. He was also alarmed to be

called "son," because in his thirty-six years, the only person ever to have addressed him in that fashion had been his father, dead for a decade yet

still a terror in Edom's dreams.."I sure think so. I think she's everything. I tell her she's the moon and stars. I'm probably spoiling her rotten.".Yet

his heart slammed hard and heavy against his confining ribs, and fear stippled the nape of his neck..She worried that her anxiety would prove

contagious, that when her fear infected her boy, he would be less able to fight whatever hateful thing had taken seed in his right eye..The missing

paintings. The missing collection of Zedd's books. You didn't take these things with you for a weekend in Reno. You took them if you thought you

might never be coming back..Agnes called their two-car parade a Christmas caravan, which appealed to Barty's sense of magic and adventure.

Repeatedly he turned in his seat and rose to his knees to look back at his uncle Edom, waving vigorously..The blue vault above, cloudless now, was

the most threatening sky that Edom had ever seen. The air was astonishingly dry so soon after a storm. And still. Hushed. Earthquake weather.

Before this momentous day was done, great temblors and five-hundred-foot tidal waves would rock and swamp the coast..The receptionist,

Rebecca, had stayed late, just to keep company with Barty in the waiting room. As she settled into a chair beside the boy, he asked her if she knew

what gravity was on Mars, and when she confessed ignorance, he said, "Only thirty-seven percent what it is here. You can really jump on

Mars.".The head of the hospital bed was elevated, and Perri lay on her back. Her eyes-were closed..By the time all the details of mortuary and

cemetery services were settled, Walter Panglo had a nervous tic in his left cheek. His eyes were open wide, as if he'd been so startled that his lids

froze in a position of ascension, locked by a spasm of surprise. His hands must have grown clammy; he blotted them repeatedly on his suit..They

ordered martinis, and when Kathleen, perusing a menu, asked her husband what looked good for dinner, he suggested, "Oysters?".Orange firelight

bloomed in the living room below, a wave of heat washed over Paul, and immediately behind the heat came greasy masses of roiling black smoke,

drawn to the stairwell as to a flue.."Yes, I was." She didn't tell him that her fear had not been allayed by his assurances or by his second walk in the

rain..Neighbors might not be home. And by the time he knocked, asked to use the phone, dialed ... Too great a waste of time..Sometimes, while

shaving or combing his hair, as he was looking in the bathroom or foyer mirror, Junior thought that he glimpsed a presence, dark and vaporous, less

substantial than smoke, standing or moving behind him. At other times, this entity seemed to be within the mirror. He couldn't focus on it, study it,

because the moment he became aware of the presence, it was gone..He pointed at his feet. "Toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes, toes,

toes.".He surprised himself by sitting up in bed and shouting, "Shut up, shut up, shut up!".draftsman? Having never been nudged in that direction,

would Cain have followed a different path that took him far from Celestina and Angel?.Later, as Bonita and Francesca proudly served their

mother's individually molded Christmas-tree-shaped servings of flan, which they themselves had plated, Barty leaned close to his mother and,

pointing to the table in front of them, said softly but excitedly, "Look at the rainbows!".Once in a while, however, he reverted to his roots, to the

food that gave him comfort. Thus, the cheeseburger and its decadent accoutrements..Clutching the red rose in his left hand, the brightly wrapped

gift box half crushed in his right, Thomas Vanadium lay at Junior's mercy, with no tricks to perform, no quarter to set dancing across his

knuckles,.They sat in silence, and the moment held such an extraordinary quality of expectation that Kathleen would not have been surprised if the

vanished quarter had suddenly appeared in midair and dropped, winking brightly, to the center of Nolly's desk, there to spin with perpetual motion,

until Vanadium chose to pluck it up..In each savings account, he deposited five hundred dollars in cash. He tucked twenty thousand in crisp new

bills into each safe-deposit box.."Me, me," Celestina said. "In fact, fianc?es should come first.".During the first year of her illness, she had been

slowly weaned off an iron lung. Until she was seventeen, she required the chest respirator, but gradually gained the strength to breathe

unassisted..She woke weeping from the dreams, and she wanted no witnesses. She wasn't embarrassed by her tears. She just didn't want to share

them with anyone but Barty..Between the one-line description of the baklava and the menu's more effusive words about the walnut mamouls, the

suspense became too much, the doubt too insidious, at which point Celestina looked up and said, with more girlish angst in her voice than she had

planned "Maybe this isn't the place, maybe it isn't the time, or maybe it's the time but not the place, or the place but not the time, or maybe the time

and the place are right but the weather's wrong, I don't know--Oh,.At the end, with the salt Tom and the pepper Tom standing side by side in their
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different but parallel worlds, Maria said, "Seems like science fiction.".slow breaths, and then she pointed at the windshield. "The hospital's that

way.".He said this as though confident Agnes would understand what he meant, with a smile and with a glint in his eyes that almost became a

wink, as if they were members of a secret society in which these three repeated words were code, embodying a complex meaning other than what

was apparent to the uninitiated..They could not have been more solemn or more respectful if Naomi's corpse--stitched back together, pumped full

of embalming fluid, painted with pancake makeup, dressed in white, with her cold hands clasping a Bible to her breast-had been reposing in a

casket in this very room, surrounded by flowers and awaiting the arrival of mourners. They were all polite, soft-spoken, sad-eyed, oozing unctuous

concern--and so full of feverish calculation that Junior wouldn't have been surprised if they had set off the ceiling-mounted fire sprinklers..If such a

small quantity of crushed ice, taken in a single swallow, might cause."I thought there was a burglar," Junior groaned, but he knew better than to spit

out his entire story at once, for then he would appear to be reciting a script..Friday, December 29, was a grand day: cool but not cold; high scattered

clouds ornamenting a Wedgwood-blue sky. The streets were agreeably abustle but not swarming like the corridors of a hive, as sometimes they

could be. San Franciscans, reliably a pleasant lot, were still in a holiday mood and, therefore, even quicker to smile and more courteous than

usual..He heard her explain that the title of the exhibition had been inspired by one of her father's sermons, which aired on a nationally syndicated

weekly radio program more than three years ago. This wasn't a religious program, per se, but rather one concerned with a search for meaning in

life; it usually broadcast interviews with contemporary philosophers as well as speeches by them, but from time to time featured a clergyman. Her

father's sermon received the greatest response from listeners of anything aired on the program in twenty years, and three weeks later, it was rerun

by popular demand..Kneeling at her side, Junior placed the decorative pillow over her lovely face and pressed down firmly while Frank Sinatra

finished "Hello, Young Lovers," and sang perhaps half of "All or Nothing at All." Victoria never regained consciousness, never had a chance to

struggle..Anyway-and curiously-Industrial Woman increasingly looked to him like Scamp. As various abraded and inflamed mucous membranes

constantly reminded him, he'd had more than enough of Scamp for a while. At last the day arrived: Friday, January 12..On a morning in July,

Junior was visiting the public library, poring through the stacks in search of exotic volumes on the occult, when the phantom voice rose nearby.

Here, the singing sounded softer than in his apartment, little more than a murmur, and also threadier.."Not really. I love you, Mommy." He yawned

and dropped into sleep with a quickness that always amazed her. And then everything changed in one stunning moment. Changed profoundly and

forever..into darkness, Celestina sat down to dinner with her mother and her father in the dining room of the parsonage..Writing came with reading,

and in a notebook, he began to make entries about points of interest in the stories that he enjoyed. His Diary of a Book Reader, as he titled it,

fascinated Agnes, who read it with his permission; these notes to himself were enthusiastic, earnest, and charming-but literally month by month,

Agnes noticed that they grew less naive, more complex, more contemplative..Although he related well to the theme of moral relativism and

personal autonomy in a value-neutral world, Junior grew apprehensive about each impending scene of violence, and closed his eyes against the

prospect of blood. He resented having to endure ninety minutes of the film before Google finally settled into the seat beside him.."it totally

destroyed four towns, as if they were hit by atom bombs, tore up parts of six more towns, destroyed fifteen thousand homes. That's just the homes.

This thing was black, huge and black and hideous, with continuous lightning snapping through it, and a roar, they said, like a hundred

thunderstorms booming all at once.".Spinning off the stool, he had also spun out of control. Second by second, twin storms of anger and fear

whirled stronger within him..Junior strove to appear properly mortified. "Thought I heard something. Searched the apartment.".Agnes supposed

Jacob trembled in anticipation of the crash of an airliner or at least a light aircraft. Edom might be calculating the odds that this serene place-at this

specific hour-would be the impact point for one of those planet-killing asteroids that reputedly wiped most life off the earth every few hundred

thousand years or so..With the earth still tenuously stable beneath them, they arrived at their fifth destination, a new address on Agnes's mercy

list..Golden lamplight gilded the front windows downstairs. He would sit with Victoria on the living-room sofa, sipping wine as they got to know

each other. She might tell him to call her Vicky, and maybe he'd ask her to call him Eenie, the affectionate name Naomi had given him when he

wouldn't tolerate Enoch. Soon, they would be necking like two crazy kids. Junior would disrobe her on the sofa, caressing her smooth pliant body,

her skin buttery in the lamplight, and then he would carry her, naked, to the dark bedroom upstairs..Opening his eyes, still not daring to meet

Victoria's gaze, Junior knew she had registered and properly interpreted his response to her seductive spooning. She had frozen, the utensil in

midair, and her breath had caught in her throat. She was thrilled..Murmuring reassurances, Celestina put a hand on the girl's head and smoothed her

brow, her hair, until the sour dream was sweetened by the touch..Jacob intended to carry the luggage, and Edom announced that he would carry

Barty. The boy, however, insisted on making his own way to the house.
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