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Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..When they knew that there

was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon

the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would

have need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of

corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of

fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales;

for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be

He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all

creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the

month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a

scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him

against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he

suffered and he banished him and put him away..? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with

loneness after thee..Meanwhile the messenger had reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh

Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the bringer of good tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the

Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops and destroyed them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain

himself and was even as we have said. Presently Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had

done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted her and gave her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took

all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh, whilst the troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said

to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his hands. As they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds,

and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with a drawn sword in her hand..He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty

years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom

he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to

him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So

the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I

was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful

marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the

price drugs and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode.

Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living

and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to

them a home..105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee

shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..93. The

Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place

thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine

and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my

lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and

went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking

them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and

depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without

having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over

sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh!

Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and

said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his

head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the

Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss

of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".When the youth had made an

end of his story, the king's anger subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took

into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the
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stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was

Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about

to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not

been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me

with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the

king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and

extolled the perfection of God the Most High..Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..Prince who fell in Love with the

Picture, The, i. 256..On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the

money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the

damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down

and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.The servant said no more

to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us

assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from

him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your

warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the

people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour

changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again

this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there

but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be with worse than he opprest..With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein

(36) started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went

out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead."

"And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy

palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..Me, till I

stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So

she sat down and the queen called for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with

various kinds of birds and meats of divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So

Tuhfeh came forward and ate of those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what

while the slave-girls stood compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a

slave-girl told me of thee that thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my

lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell

backward, and said, 'O my sister, by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and

none dare so much as look on thee a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..A white

one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare, ii. 291..This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the

shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein;

whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop,

took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come

to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he

kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I

come from Yemen.".32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of

the fires that my heart devour..When the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted

service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress

of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest

concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman,

endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second month, she

despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling, removed thither.

The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a little while ere the

king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like to betide between

them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who had lost his

brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her the kingship.

She refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find] my brother.'
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Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of

administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..Wind of the East, if thou pass by the

land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I

wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore

enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad

upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave,

except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el

Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and

Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised

himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and

they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the

gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168)

of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and

deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of

her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath

spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before

me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended

her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and

consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and

agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she

was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by

night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him,

to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was

bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this

woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he

gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the

folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..? ? ? ? ? And all the desert spaces

devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still Aamir giveth ear..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? How

presents in great store thou didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..Then the Khalif summoned her to his

presence a fourth time and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, sing." So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk

do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue they ply..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids;

But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.48. The Thief and the

Money-Changer ccxliv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? e. The

Barber's Story cxliii.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.The Third Day..She laughed and cried out to the women of the house, saying,

"Ho, Fatimeh! Ho, Khedijeh! Ho, Herifeh! Ho, Senineh!" Whereupon all those who were in the place of women and neighbours flocked to me and

fell a-laughing at me and saying, "O blockhead, what ailed thee to meddle with gallantry?" Then one of them came and looked in my face and

laughed, and another said, "By Allah, thou mightest have known that she lied, from the time she said she loved thee and was enamoured of thee?

What is there in thee to love?" And a third said, "This is an old man without understanding." And they vied with each other in making mock of me,

what while I suffered sore chagrin..Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..Advantages of Patience, Of the, i. 89..There was once, in the parts of

Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and

a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to

teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite

letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a

mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them

pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim

and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love

and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..? ? ? ? ? Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes; My case it hath altered and

banished repose..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O

my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler

than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a
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slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled

in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The

vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king

and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..Quoth Ishac,

'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out

therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So

she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without,

whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O

Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is

Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander

of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after

this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.Then

came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us

before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him;

whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees

laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz

and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the

brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it."

Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track

of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of

him.".Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When I saw her

make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us

another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may wash the

flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the lavatory

and washed..As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the

physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a

scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I

rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my

greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but

I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to

me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he

welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called

down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,'

answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou

hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it

behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the

throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on

such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this

worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which

thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following

verses:.Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I

to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.Quoth Jesus (on whom be peace!), 'Had these dealt

prudently, they had taken thought for themselves; but they neglected the issues of events; for that whoso acteth prudently is safe and conquereth,

(252) and whoso neglecteth precaution perisheth and repenteth.' Nor," added the vizier," is this more extraordinary nor goodlier than the story of

the king, whose kingdom was restored to him and his wealth, after he had become poor, possessing not a single dirhem.".So King Suleiman Shah

made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and found her

overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her over all

his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for

Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he

despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the
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name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days,

[the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love,

Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.Husband, The Credulous, i.

270..Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his

lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.'

And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to

do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a

bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).? ? ? ? ? e. The

Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain, What while my body for desire in mortal peril

went!.EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of

Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother

of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with

four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city;

and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth

his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with

["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden

him..Meanwhile, the governor returned to the youth, who questioned him of his absence, and he told him that he had been in the city of the king

who had taken the damsel. When the youth heard this, he misdoubted of the governor and never again trusted him in aught, but was still on his

guard against him. Then the governor made great store of sweetmeats and put in them deadly poison and presented them to the youth. When the

latter saw the sweetmeats, he said in himself, 'This is an extraordinary thing of the governor! Needs must there be mischief in this sweetmeat, and I

will make proof of it upon himself.' So he made ready victual and set on the sweetmeat amongst it and bade the governor to his house and set food

before him. He ate and amongst the rest, they brought him the poisoned sweetmeat; so he ate thereof and died forthright; whereby the youth knew

that this was a plot against himself and said, 'He who seeketh his fortune of his own [unaided] might (190) attaineth it not.' Nor (continued the

vizier) is this, O king of the age, more extraordinary than the story of the druggist and his wife and the singer.".85. Isaac of Mosul and the

Merchant dclxx.Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.? ? ? ? ? The

season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me

my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the

Sharpers dccccxcviii.103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been

conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and

a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners.

El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and

no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any

prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying,

"O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing

concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and

knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and

he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..Then she told him the story of

Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er

Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time

have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she

acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It

is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she told him and at that which she had

brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and

mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..Accordingly El

Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule,

with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth

dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?'

And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up

and went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the

morrow..Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..Twelfth Officer's
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Story, The, ii. I79..Then the king took counsel with himself to build his son a bath and adorn it with various paintings, so he might show it to him

and divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might be solaced thereby and that the obsession of travel might cease from him and

he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he addressed himself to the building of the bath and assembling architects and

builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his dominions], assigned them a site and marked out its boundaries. Then the

workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the setting out and adornment of its cabinets and roofs. They used paints and

precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues, red and green and blue and yellow and what not else of all manner colours;

and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art, whilst the rest of the folk busied themselves with transporting thither

varicoloured stones..? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired; Absent or present, all in loving me consent..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to

Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..Then said she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the

woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false accusation and frowardness that which thou

hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst,

avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's

house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of

the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for

him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and

exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.Then he arose and going in to his

daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy

commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the

King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the

occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions

accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben

Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for

Almsgiving dcxli.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of

God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the

Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to

him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou,"

replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my

chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art

Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at

what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then

the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the

Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his

case..Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a

device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and

confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for

chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman

inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth

Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that,

when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and

sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two

dirhems..? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..? ? ? ? ? i.

The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in

his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's

favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of

his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the

ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect,

"Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not

answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will

appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord

the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and trinkets of price. Now
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she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none

other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".After this, she abode with the four queens, till

they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and

silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and

doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban

and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner

meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they

brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out

the wines and filled the flagons..56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of the kings,

who was mighty of estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless. Towards the

end of his life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a

private place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he

saw in its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with slave-girls;

whereupon he fell down in a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came in to him and

finding him wasted of body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and sent for the

sages and physicians, that they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth my son,

thou shalt have of me largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his malady

was caused by the picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another palace and

made his former lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none could give

him tidings thereof..51. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.Trust in God, Of, 114..Presently, his father and his mother

heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold,

therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily

in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.'

Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the

merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the

king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By

Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..Now the king was a very old

man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the

people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow

dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without

questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the

pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without

mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me

women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..What strength have I solicitude and long desire to

bear, iii. 20..On this wise they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician

who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering

[charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's

fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be

enlarged unto him.'.? ? ? ? ? For those whom we cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..David and Solomon,

i. 275..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in

His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from

off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and

the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters

[of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and

made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to

slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed

with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else

would he surely slay him..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I

drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was

Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the
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drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace

and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for

him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and

looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave

dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and

deputies presented themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a

king of the greatest of the kings.'.? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the

wight..Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the

term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for

him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing

his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And

he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the

king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we

do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in

whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for

my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she

tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and

said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and

locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till

he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of

guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont

The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous

and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister

Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and

whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this,

trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me,

My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read

therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.22. El Hejjaj and the three Young Mem ccccxxxiv.One of

the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..Then said the Khalif to her, "I lie and my eunuch lieth, and thou liest and thy waiting-woman lieth; so

methinks we were best go, all four of us together, that we may see which of us telleth the truth." Quoth Mesrour, "Come, let us go, that I may put

this ill-omened old woman to shame (37) and deal her a sound drubbing for her lying." And she answered him, saying, "O dotard, is thy wit like

unto my wit? Indeed, thy wit is as the hen's wit." Mesrour was incensed at her words and would have laid violent hands on her, but the Lady

Zubeideh warded him off from her and said to him, "Her sooth-fastness will presently be distinguished from thy sooth-fastness and her leasing

from thy leasing.".Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the

slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat.

Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present

withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a

chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and

sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto

the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dcxxxiv.76. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant ccclxxxix.When the king

heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled

me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to

mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and

[dismissed] those who were present, as of wont.
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