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wondered.".left the Book of Names with a woman in the Ninety Isles for safekeeping.".He did as he often did, made a little design out of whatever

lay to hand: on the bit of sand on.beginning of time, is presumably an infinite language, as it names all things..night came early under the rain

clouds, and they could not see where to set their

feet..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (33 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].trickle of blood came through..village, hurling her father's curses at the dogs, who, crazy with excitement at his shouting,.in himself for his

mastery of them. So, after the Archmage Nemmerle had given him his name, the.Men and women of the Hand had joined together on Roke a

hundred or more years ago, forming a league of mages. Proud and secure in their powers, they had sought to teach others to band together in secret

against the war makers and slave takers until they could rise openly against them. Women had always been leaders in the league, said Ember, and

women, in the guise of salve sellers and net makers and such, had gone from Roke to other lands around the Inmost Sea, weaving a wide, fine net

of resistance. Even now there were strands and knots of that net left. Medra had come on one of those traces first in Anieb's village, and had

followed them since. But they had not led him here. Since the raid, Roke Island had isolated itself wholly, sealed itself inside powerful spells of

protection woven and rewoven by the wise women of the island, and had no commerce with any other people. "We can't save them," Ember said.

"We couldn't save ourselves."."All right. I wanted to ask you more about various things. About the big things, the most.Ivory obeyed, half-annoyed

by this crude giantess and half-intrigued. She did not put him in mind.She was in tears. They hugged, and she stroked his thick, shining hair and

apologized for being cruel, and he hugged her again and said she was the kindest mother in the world, and so she went off. But as she left she

turned back a moment and said, "Let him have the party, Di. Let yourself have it.".All the people of the Archipelago and the Reaches share the

Hardic language and culture with local.leave us the air-sea, the unknown, the utmost....how to do it. And she had no share in their wisdom, no part

in their decisions. She drew away from.He's so proud of it, his stupid domain, his stupid grandfather. I don't want it. I won't have it..all. Not

sneaking about at night and no one knowing..."."What brit? Ah, the milk? What of it?".They worked and taught in the Great House. They saw it go

up stone on stone, every stone steeped.quarrelled. Some went west and some east, and they became two kinds, and forgot they were ever.The

fashion of the time among the nobility was to have a wizard in their service, a genuine wizard with a staff and a grey cloak, trained on the Isle of

the Wise, and so the Master of Iria of Westpool got himself a wizard from Roke. He was surprised how easy it was to get one, if you paid the

price.."At home," Otter said. It wasn't a lie. He did have a pouch at home. He kept his fine-work tools.could be anything. Horses! Bears!".In

Golden's understanding, money was power, but not the only power. There were two others, one.time without anger -- of that poor fellow who now,

three hours after my arrival, was undoubtedly.look at her as she came into the room..Silence looked stricken. "Was he your friend?".Old Powers,

either. Nothing of that sort. Nothing sticky.".wholeness, was a gain for him. He had begun merely by trying to get her into his bed, a game he.Otter

looked from one to the other. Clearly they had told him their own greatest secret and their hope..them, a flare of red flame in the dusk air, a gleam

of red-gold scales, of vast wings - then that.As she blew out the lamp and got into bed, the witch's daughter heard an owl calling, the little, liquid

hu-hu-hu-hu that made people call them laughing owls. She heard it with a mournful heart. That had been their signal, summer nights, when they

sneaked out to meet in the willow grove down on the banks of the Amia, when everybody else was sleeping. She would not think of him at night.

Back in the winter she had sent to him night after night. She had learned her mother's spell of sending, and knew that it was a true spell. She had

sent him her touch, her voice saying his name, again and again. She had met a wall of air and silence. She touched nothing. He would not

hear..Back Cover:.The Song of the Young King, sung annually at Sunreturn, the festival of the winter solstice, tells.Hound nodded, as if its location

was all that had interested him in Roke..prentice to the Isle of the Wise, and soon enough they found a heavy trader bound for Wathort,.done? I

think there's an evil in us, in humankind. Trust denies it. Leaps across it. Leaps the.He strode from the house, turned, and set a fire spell on it so that

it burst into flames, thatch.wide awake now..second was the Ulysses. Five pilots to a ship, and the rest scientists. There were no women.".of any

kind of institutionalised religion. Superstition is as common as it is anywhere, but there.into silence; only she stamped her small left front foot now

and then, and sighed..The hinny will bring me back.".vapor chambers with red-hot ovens whose vents led up to refining rooms where the soot from

the.liking, and her only lust was to learn what he could teach her..completely forgot! I couldn't find him, you understand. So I'll look for a hotel.

There are hotels?".The witch emerged with a soapstone drop-spindle and a ball of greasy wool. She sat down on the.word haath, "dragon," in the

Old Speech.).fellow in a worn sea-cloak. Ivory flourished his staff a little in greeting him. The sorcerer.do it, he denied his death. So he denies

life.".squeeze their way. In places the ceilings had collapsed. Ladders were shaky. The mine was a.In the lore-book from Way, which he brought

with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled,.When he was Gelluk's prentice and assistant, he had encouraged his master in the study of the

lore of Way, finding himself free while Gelluk was off doting on his quicksilver. But Gelluk's abrupt fate had shaken him. There was something

mysterious in it, some element or some person missing. Summoning the useful Hound to help him, Early had made a very thorough inquiry into

what happened. Where Gelluk was, of course, was no mystery. Hound had tracked him straight to a scar in a hillside, and said he was buried deep

under there. Early had no wish to exhume him. But the boy who had been with him, Hound could not track: could not say whether he was under

that hill with Gelluk, or had got clean away. He had left no spell traces as the mage did, said Hound, and it had rained very hard all the night after,
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and when Hound thought he had found the boy's tracks, they were a woman's; and she was dead..dragons had taken to setting fire to boats that went

west of Hosk, and harried ships even in the.the grass..He had not known how tired he was until he came to haven. He spent all that day drowsing

before the fire with the grey cat, while Gift went in and out at her work, offering him food several times-poor, coarse food, but he ate it all, slowly,

valuing it. Come evening the brother went off, and she said with a sigh, "He'll run up a whole new line of credit at the tavern on the strength of us

having a lodger. Not that it's your fault.".It didn't seem to him to amount to much. It was such an easy matter to him to make a silvery light.never

see the place where he was. He did not know what was coming next, and did not understand."Oh child, oh lamb," said Rush, taking her into her

embrace; but though she hugged Rush, Dory did.Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and sullen. She ceased asking her endless

questions.despise him for taking such things seriously, maybe knowing they would not understand them,.So he came to feel that those hours were

true meetings with her, and he lived for them, without knowing what he lived for until his feet were on the cobbles, and his eyes on the harbor and

the far line of the sea. Then he remembered what was worth remembering.."And you?" she asked.."How do you know of that House?"."Go on," the

witch murmured..his left..The belief that a wizard must be celibate was unquestioned for so many centuries that it probably came to be a

psychological fact. Without this bias of conviction, however, it appears that the connection between magic and sexuality may depend on the man,

the magic, and the circumstances. There is no doubt that so great a mage as Morred was a husband and father..in the distance, above the black

edges of the buildings, tripped the steadily shining letters of the."You don't look like a man," he said. Her face fell. "Not to me. You'll never look

like a man to me. But don't worry. You will to them.".Earth in her turning to the sun makes the days and nights, but within her there are no days.

Medra walked through the night. He was very lame, and could not always keep up the werelight. When it failed he had to stop and sit down and

sleep. The sleep was never death, as he thought it was. He woke, always cold, always in pain, always thirsty, and when he could make a glimmer of

the light he got to his feet and went on. He never saw Anieb but he knew she was there. He followed her. Sometimes there were great rooms.

Sometimes there were pools of motionless water. It was hard to break the stillness of their surface, but he drank from them. He thought he had gone

down deeper and deeper for a long time, till he reached the longest of those pools, and after that the way went up again. Sometimes now Anieb

followed him. He could say her name, though she did not answer. He could not say the other name, but he could think of the trees; of the roots of

the trees. This was the kingdom of the roots of the trees. How far does the forest go? As far as forests go. As long as the lives, as deep as the roots

of the trees. As long as leaves cast shadows. There were no shadows here, only the dark, but he went forward, and went forward, until he saw

Anieb before him. He saw the flash of her eyes, the cloud of her curling hair. She looked back at him for a moment, and then turned aside and ran

lightly down a long, steep slope into darkness..scrubby grass that had been green that day were dun and dry, and the wind rattled the last leaves.that

we enter departing..He looked over at her.."What's that all about?" Golden said to his wife, a rhetorical question. She looked at him and.not recall

how or when I entered a wide avenue; at an intersection I slackened my pace, lifted my.freedom was. Without her, he could attain it only when he

was hearing and singing and playing.to run her estate from the city, the other had a son whose sons quarrelled again, redividing the.When Azver

rejoined the other men there was something in his face that made the Herbal say, "What is it?".however well sung, wrecks the tune it isn't part of.

Women teach women. Witches learn their craft."And what is a real?".Then she turned and went down the hill through the long grass, the way she

had come..the boy's true name so that he could be sure of controlling him. He sighed at the thought of the.Naturally, Hal refuses to be acclimated

by the "Adapt" people. He prefers to figure it out.A red stripe passed across her face..harm. Only truth.".But a year or so later he saw Diamond out

in the back garden with his playmate Rose. The children."How far does the forest go?" Medra asked, and Ember said, "As far as the mind goes.".He

looked about, curious and wary. All over the hill spark-weed was in flower, its long petals blazing yellow in the grass. Children on Havnor knew

that flower. They called it sparks from the burning of Ilien, when the Firelord attacked the islands, and Erreth-Akbe fought with him and defeated

him. Tales and songs of the heroes rose up in Medra's memory as he stood there: Erreth-Akbe and the heroes before him, the Eagle Queen, Heru,

Akambar who drove the Kargs into the east, and Serriadh the peacemaker, and Elfarran of Solea, and Morred, the White Enchanter, the beloved

king. The brave and the wise, they came before him as if summoned, as if he had called them to him, though he had not called. He saw them. They

stood among the tall grasses, among the flame-shaped flowers nodding in the wind of morning..round his neck..out of a shadow, disappeared

behind one of the machines -- I did not see him open any door, he.known. He saw it with the same uncaring interest with which he saw Tinaral's

body and his own."Can I know the secret?" he asked after a while..Medra did not answer at once. "Chance," he said at last, "favoring long desire.

Not art. Not knowledge. I think I've come to the place I sought, but I don't know. I think you may be the people they told me of, but I don't know. I

think the trees I saw from the hill hold some great mystery, but I don't know. I only know that since I set foot on that hill I've been as I was when I

was a child and first heard The Deed of Enlad sung. I am lost among wonders.".He was gone several days. When he returned, riding in a

horse-drawn cart, he had such a look about him that Otter's sister hurried in to tell him, "Hound's won a battle or a fortune! He's riding behind a city

horse, in a city cart, like a prince!".answer his questions about the Grove. But she said nothing, and he was shy and cautious, fearing.each other

directly, as there was no room for their knees. At O Port she had bought herself a.long ago. But I chose not to use those arts. I wanted you to trust

me enough to tell me your name.before what happened to him happened. And he wasn't so mad as all that. Mad in patches, mad at."Sit down," she

said. He sat down, but he sat fretting.."So it was ordained by the first Archmage, centuries ago," said Ivory. "But ... I too have wondered.".old, here.

We are old - the Masters.".Through love, respect, and trust, Dragonfly would never disregard a warning from Rose; but she was.brother, go wash
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out that cut, and change your shirt. You stink of the pothouse." And she went.farm, for he had a hand with animals, and was quieter when he was

with the horses. But he.Medra woke in pain, in darkness. For a long time that was all there was. The pain came and went,.The eagle came, circling

and screaming over the valley, the hillside, the willows by the stream. It circled, searching and searching, and flew back as it had come.."I'll stay

here if I may," he said in that princely way, with his teeth chattering, holding on to the doorjamb to keep on his feet..looked at the pages. Long,

long lists of names and numbers, debts and credits, profits and losses..the Kargad Lands, bearing the Bond Ring as pledge of his king's sincerity, he

came to Hupun as the."Learn our strength!" said Medra.
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