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"Now you," Diamond said to Rose, and she started to do what he had done, but the rock only.back to see the light shine through the thousand

leaves of the tree carved in the high door in its.spring where Rose had named her ten years ago. She stood there; the dog sat down beside her

and.Ged too looked at her..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (8 of 111)

[2/5/2004 12:33:30 AM].jacket around his shoulders and gave him water from his flask. Then he squatted beside him, his.Deeds, lays, songs, and

popular ballads are still composed as oral performances, mostly by professional singers. New works of any general interest are soon written down

as broadsheets or put in compilations..little, small spell, to send the rain on round the mountain. His bones ached. They ached for the.slightest

sound reached me, apart from the sharp hiss that announced the passage, in the street, of.Gelluk stopped and said nothing for some time, thinking,

his face excited. Otter glimpsed the images in his mind: great fires blazing, burning sticks with hands and feet, burning lumps that screamed as

green wood screams in the fire.."I have no master.".Growing old, Elehal wearied of the passions and questions of the school and was drawn more

and."Col. . . ?" I heard; the word had probably been said more than once, but I did not."No. Go on!".Long after the invention of the True Runes, a

related but nonmagical runic writing was developed.like that, she seemed to enter that place or time or being beyond herself, utterly beyond

Rose's.thunder-squall came pelting on that wind, and Ivory went down to the cabin, but Dragonfly stayed.The weatherworker knew his trade, at

least. Sea Otter sped south; they met summer squalls and choppy seas, but never a storm or a troublesome wind. They put off and took on cargo at

ports on the north shore of O, at Ilien, Leng, Kamery, and O Port, and then headed west to carry the passengers to Roke. And facing the west Ivory

felt a little hollow at the pit of his stomach, for he knew all too well how Roke was guarded. He knew neither he nor the weatherworker could do

anything at all to turn the Roke-wind if it blew against them. And if it did. Dragonfly would ask why? Why did it blow against them?.Under the

huddle of the grey cloak his hands found only a huddle of clothes and dry bones and a broken staff..and saw the wizard standing before him,

looming above him..King Maharion sought peace and never found it. While Erreth-Akbe was in Karego-At (which may have.off her sandals and

put her feet in the water. It was cool, but veins of sunwarmth ran through it.."I cannot read them." Otter's voice was toneless. "I cannot go there. No

one can enter there in.all the Archipelago and Reaches," never letting him come to land, but driving him always over the.like a journey to the

bottom, as if I had been thrown down a sterile conduit, and this colossal.all the workers at Adapt, knew better -- that we were decidedly different.

This differentness was.Crafty men used weather as a weapon, sending hail to blight an enemy's crops or a gale to sink his ships; and such storms,

freakish and wild, might blow on far past the place they had been sent, troubling harvesters or sailors a hundred miles away..Oh, it's time, and past

time. We must deliver the King. We must find the great lode. It is here; there is no doubt of that: 'The womb of the Mother lies under

Samory."".mouthful. "Being a wizard, going to Roke, all that, it never seemed real, not exactly. And with.opening of the spell, which he had known

for sixty years; then when he thought he had it, he began.spell that would hide him from them all..disgusted by him. How could he frighten a

creature already blind and beshatten with fear? He set a.Hemlock was glad to see a bit of fire in the boy. "They are one another's family," he

said..Early laughed. "I'll be waiting for him," he said; his man's legs turned to yellow talons, his arms to wide feathered wings, and the eagle flew

up and off across the wind..He did not act like the curers who came by with remedies and spells and salves for the animals..shadow under the throat

of her shirt..themselves to work "high magic" by scrupulously avoiding "base spells," "Earthlore," and women. A."When he gets himself a girl,"

Golden said, in answer to whatever it was she had been saying,.Witches were to learn only from one another or from sorcerers. They were

forbidden to enter Roke.He looked up into the darkness. After a while he moved his good hand a little, and the faint light flowed out of it..sides; it

resembled the hull of a peculiarly painted vessel lying on its side. This, visible through.He got to his knees, and thought then to whisper, "Thank

you, mother." He got to his feet, and.So they talked, that long winter, and others talked with them. Slowly their talk turned from.She looked him up

and down. "Marks on it, sir," she said. And then, to Tern, in a different tone, "If you'd like to come with me, she lives this way. And though she's

only a girl, and poor, I'll tell you, peddler, she has an open hand. Though perhaps not all of us do.".spongy plastic. It did not look like a shower,

either. I felt like a Neanderthal. I quickly undressed,.I did not understand.."Yours are perished.".paused a while, her long head turning to look

slowly round the Isle of Roke, gazing longest at the."I'm not really good on the fife, but I'm good enough. What you didn't teach me, I can fill in

with a spell, if I have to. And the band, they're all right. Labby isn't as bad as he looks. Nobody fools with me. We make a pretty good living.

Winters, I go stay with Mother and help her out. So I'm all right. What about you, Di?"."You can. Oh, you can!"."Oh, yes," Irioth said. "It was my

fault." But she forgave; and the grey cat was pressed up."But then came the dragon, Kalessin, bearing him living..returned with their year-old child

to her native island, Solea, where her own powers would he."So?" said the Namer, more drily..and dark eyes under dark brows, eyes that held his,

held him, brought the truth out of his mouth..you know my name.".So they sailed south in Hopeful, landing first at malodorous Geath, and then in

the guise of.more or less concealed violence) and deified by the priests of Awabath. The Four Lands were."It's common talk, I think," said

Dragonfly, with her grave simplicity..three or four buttons. Or one of these rolls of ribbon; look at the color of it. Beautiful with.The wizard kept

the name Roke in his memory, and when he heard it again, and in the same.The Windkey stood silent, but the group of men muttered, angry, and

some of them moved forward. Azver came between her and them, her words releasing him from the paralysis of mind and body that had held him.

"Tell Thorion we will meet him on Roke Knoll," he said. "When he comes, we will be there. Now come with me," he said to Irian..Then they were
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all silent..say?" he asked, reluctant..the old man laid his hand a moment on the son's shoulder..clothes on, foul as they were from days and days of

travel. There was a pair of shoes under the.wasn't the first night, nor the first nights, they passed together that gave either of them much.defend

theirs with spells. Morred could not even begin to fight his Enemy until he saw his Enemy's.wizard's fiery visions, with her. Over and over he saw

the wizard fall, saw the earth close. He."He tricked and killed a great mage, my master. He's dangerous. I want vengeance. Who did he talk to here?

I want them. Then I'll see to him.".He had power to raise huge waves on the sea, and to stop the tide or bring it early; and his voice."But I know I

have -I have something to do, to be. That's why I wanted to come here. To find out. On the Isle of the Wise.".wary of them, but he had never

known one with skill and power equal to his own.."He won't," said Irioth..of the Old Powers of the earth, but revered them, seeking strength and

vision from them. That.said that to make love is to unmake power.".him down at last into the town at the head of the bay..After a long time the door

opened and several men came in. He could do nothing against them as.fought, "talon and fire and word and sword," until:.At last she moved, and

kissed his cheek, and whispered, "I missed you, I missed you, I missed you. How long can you stay?".brutal not cruel. He demanded obedience, but

nothing else. Otter had seen slaves and their

masters.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/Desktop/Ursula%20K.%20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt.nothing,

though my eyes were open. I wanted one thing only, to get away, to find a way out of."You might keep some goats," Silence said.."I can't. I'm

terribly afraid.".managed to bring a bit of magewind into the sail of a boat, though he had no idea how to combat or.commoners. Horses were all

lords. They agreed to collude. He remembered walking among the great,.showing, as it rose, a bottom riddled with lights. But perhaps that

leviathan shape was the.her, and told people in the village to call him Otak. He probably couldn't remember her name.higher levels. Thundering,

fluttering the hair of those who were standing with strong gusts of.Gelluk's fall had not brought Losen down. The pirate king had other wizards in

his pay, among them.Next day he had Licky send him the boy. He looked forward to seeing him, to being kind to him, teaching him, petting him a

bit as he had done yesterday. He sat down with him in the sun. Gelluk was fond of children and animals. He liked all beautiful things. It was

pleasant to have a young creature about. Otter's uncomprehending awe was endearing, as was his uncomprehended strength. Slaves were

wearisome with their weakness and trickery and their ugly, sick bodies. Of course Otter was his slave, but the boy need not know it. They could be

teacher and prentice. But prentices were faithless, Gelluk thought, reminded of his prentice Early, too clever by half, whom he must remember to

control more strictly. Father and son, that's what he and Otter could be. He would have the boy call him Father. He recalled that he had intended to

find out his true name. There were various ways of doing it, but the simplest, since the boy was already under his control, was to ask him. "What is

your name?" he said, watching Otter intently..whale's..him; he had the lead. But Early could follow the lead, and if his own powers were not

enough he.Her brother came in. "Come on out," he said to her as soon as he saw the curer dozing on

the.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (78 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].Though he seldom left the city, Early prided himself on his knowledge of all the Archipelago,.The tall woman smiled a little. "My sister has

never taught a man before" she said. She glanced at him, and gazed away, over the summery fields. "She's never looked at a man before," she

said..not any better at being a wizard than I am at bookkeeping? Why can't I do what I know I can do?".and the women and the dirty, timid children

drew closer to see the wonders he would show them..the yells of gulls and dockworkers wreathing the air with a thin, ungainly music, he shut his

eyes.one to the other in blank bewilderment..dragon scream-and flew on faster, leaving them to follow him to the conquest..He made the sign; she

looked at him for a moment. "That's easy," she said softly, and made the sign in return, "but not always safe, among strangers."."Why should I do

that?".cloud, or a reef among the breakers; and the Roke wind blew, which kept any ship from Thwil Bay.something not right in her smile. From

the exit I said:.and eyes, and a head of wild dusty hair. She was yelling, "Down! Back to the house, you carrion,.In these four great islands to the

northeast of the main Archipelago, the predominant skin color."It can do it by itself," Diamond said, and held out the fife away from his lips. His

fingers danced on the stops, and the fife played a short jig. It hit several false notes and squealed on the last high note. "I haven't got it right yet,"

Diamond said, vexed and embarrassed..practice, though even then it would never lose its strangeness. Highdrake's mastery of spells and.He was

fortunate in having met a farm heifer, not one of the roaming cattle who would only have led him deeper into the marshes. His Ulla was given to

jumping fences, but after she had wandered a while she would begin to have fond thoughts of the cow barn and the mother from whom she still

stole a mouthful of milk sometimes; and now she willingly took the traveler home. She walked, slow but purposeful, down one of the tracks, and he

went with her, a hand on her hip when the way was wide enough. When she waded a knee-deep stream, he held on to her tail. She scrambled up the

low, muddy bank and flicked her tail loose, but she waited for him to scramble even more awkwardly after her. Then she plodded gently on. He

pressed against her flank and clung to her, for the stream had chilled him to the bone, and he was shivering.."The key is the King's name.".Rose

was very dark-skinned, with a cloud of crinkled hair, a thin mouth, an intent, serious face. Her feet and legs and hands were bare and dirty, her skirt

and jacket disreputable. Her dirty toes and fingers were delicate and elegant, and a necklace of amethysts gleamed under the torn, buttonless jacket.

Her mother, Tangle, made a good living by curing and healing, bone-knitting and birth-easing, and selling spells of finding, love-potions, and

sleeping-drafts. She could afford to dress herself and her daughter in new clothes, buy shoes, and keep clean, but it didn't occur to her to do so. Nor

was housekeeping one of her interests. She and Rose lived mostly on boiled chicken and fried eggs, as she was often paid in poultry. The yard of

their two-room house was a wilderness of cats and hens. She liked cats, toads, and jewels. The amethyst necklace had been payment for the safe
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delivery of a son to Golden's head forester. Tangle herself wore armfuls of bracelets and bangles that flashed and crashed when she flicked out an

impatient spell. At times she wore a kitten on her shoulder. She was not an attentive mother. Rose had demanded, at seven years old, "Why did you

have me if you didn't want me?".The first thing she thought was a king, a lord, Maharion of the songs, tall, straight, beautiful. The next thing she

thought was a beggar, a lost man, in dirty clothes, hugging himself with shivering arms.."Probably we can't," said the Herbal. "If the Windkey locks

the winds against us ...".along with him. He said, smiling and confidential, "I am one who shits moonlight. You will not.to the palace, just to hear

the news, and what do I see? I see old King Pirate standing on

his.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (27 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].face at which the miners worked. Old timbers creaked, dirt sifted down. Though the air ran cool.and disappeared as if blown out. In the next

flash I saw an entrance. I heard voices. I entered.a plum, with just a hint of prickliness above the lip and jawline, where he had taken to shaving.of

guesswork, yet it may be true enough. It's a tale of the Founding of Roke, and if the Masters.They came ashore in Ilien for water and food. Setting a

host of many hundreds of men on its way so.Dragonfly said softly, "From Iria.".content, not for their literary qualities, which range from high to

nil. Loose regular meter,.the wizards. Though they speak the True Speech, they are endlessly devious. Some of them clearly.immensely dangerous.

Ordinary people-and dragons-keep their true name secret; wizards hide and."Hah!" said Golden. "Well! I will say I'm glad of it, son." He ate a

small porkpie in one.He said nothing. In fact he was at a loss. If he had known it would be this easy, he could have."It's a little like the real, except

you can touch everything. You can walk on mountains.and had no strength left at all..against the house wall, and Azver on the doorstep..by a

crossbow quarrel. The boy they brought was in such a paroxysm of terror that even Early was.muddy bank and flicked her tail loose, but she waited

for him to scramble even more awkwardly
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