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The Tenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.?

? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my

clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This

house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and

went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street]

concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and

this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i. 265..24. Maan ben Zaideh and the

three Girls cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..When it was the fourth

day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king, suffer not the talk

of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking nor will thy heart

cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him before me." Then he

commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my heart with thy prate,

whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy power to slay me

whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt repent, and if thou

desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what befell Bihzad, son

of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.When the king heard this from his son, he rose to his

feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he betook himself to the

palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down himself to meet him,

received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his suite] into the palace

and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels.

Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like

of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the meats were set on in

dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the wine-service set on

and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid

with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians; so there presented

themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such wise that they

moved the assembly to delight..When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one

another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ?

? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.Now this (155) was the francolin that bore

witness against him.'.On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom,

expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of

his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What

say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and

meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art

my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat

Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon.

Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and

Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again;

whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with

discourse..Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their

sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an

accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest

the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the

city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his

back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to

the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his

head, took him up and set him on his back..Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was

certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he
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redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going to her?' 'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away;

whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house,

and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door. The singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to

him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the oven (200) and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went

down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he entered and went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the

oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of the house till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.8.

Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, It winneth not of fortune the wish it

holdeth dear..? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak he wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).Now

the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his

life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there

would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design;

and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied,

'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is

infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with

him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever

thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her,

"Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as

I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to

know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building

of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its

building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass."

So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as

I awaited her..How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my

daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me,

marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me,

and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and

acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry

me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's

words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier,

whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by

name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of

great price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that

thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the

prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect

answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for

succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye

have taken from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy

clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And

the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..When the youth had made an end of his speech, the

king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue

upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye

counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his

slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without

the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying

before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when

they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..46. The Sharper of Alexandria

and the Master of Police cccxli.[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem

and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert

and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household,

who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81)
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kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..There was once a king of the kings, who had a high palace, overlooking a prison

of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh, relieve Thou me!' One day the king

waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?'

And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in question before him and said to him, 'O

fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he committed him to a company of his

guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'.My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare, iii.

134..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed

his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him

and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then

he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he

took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them,

but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let

him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode

rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going

forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the way..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man

of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..? ? ? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik,

"On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..?STORY OF THE

LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without

fear,.6. Story of the Hunchback cii.115. The Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.Therewithal the king bade all his

officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went

forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade

the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came

forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest

thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of

honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I

depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from

leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).When the king

heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own

house..Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself

Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..? ? ? ? ? The

huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I ween.".109. The Woman who had a

Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the

loved one am I..I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, iii. 112..HAROUN ER RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE

BARMECIDES. (84).Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that

their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy,

made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the

better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the

draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and

complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the

people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth

himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of

the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear

him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more

than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with

colocynth for wine she hath me plied..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.16. The Fox and the Crow

cl.Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and

chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and

sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the

matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished

or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I
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and thou, to thy father.'.Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.9. Noureddin Ali and the

Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..Man and his Fair Wife, The

Foul-favoured, ii. 61..Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways,

the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.Relief of God, Of the

Speedy, i. 174..Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his

case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named

to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his

way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he,

'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went

out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord

Jesus."."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and

to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the

pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a

journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of

that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and

took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not

thrift..Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of

thy hair..Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the

ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter

rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city,

for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear

to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the

astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt

not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.'

Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that

seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story ii.When El Melik

ez Zahir heard Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..Then said

she to the villager's son, 'Know that I am the woman whom thy father delivered from harm and stress and whom there betided from thee of false

accusation and frowardness that which thou hast named.' And she craved pardon for him and he was made whole of his sickness. [Then said she to

the thief, 'I am she against whom thou liedst, avouching that I was thy mistress, who had been stoned on thine account, and that I was of accord

with thee concerning the robbing of the villager's house and had opened the doors to thee.' And she prayed for him and he was made whole of his

sickness.] Then said she to [the townsman], him of the tribute, 'I am she who gave thee the [thousand] dirhems and thou didst with me what thou

didst.' And she craved pardon for him and prayed for him and he was made whole; whereupon the folk marvelled at her oppressors, who had been

afflicted alike, so God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) might show forth her innocence before witnesses..Now the king was leaning

back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign

to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion,

till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this,

for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk

and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are

with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a

claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him

and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his

dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon

him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).Razi

(Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy

sight?".? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.Accordingly the nurse returned to El Abbas, without letter or answer; and when she

came in to him, he saw that she was troubled and noted the marks of chagrin on her face; so he said to her, "What is this plight?" Quoth she, "I

cannot set out to thee that which Mariyeh said; for indeed she charged me return to thee without letter or answer." "O nurse of kings," rejoined El

Abbas, "I would have thee carry her this letter and return not to her without it." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.85.

Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her,
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"O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but

hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found,

I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what

is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage

saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the

Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged."

Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el

Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer

ben el Hadi dclvii.One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her and offered

to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and said, 'O desire

of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that thou shouldst kiss

my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is what none ever

attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what I saw of thee, I

offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than thyself and will

not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to kissing his feet; and

this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..Selim abode in the

governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another

year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew

up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he

lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more

extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life

and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.Thief,

A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and

made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and

looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold

laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money

between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house,

when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..?

? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums

beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El

Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his

charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the

mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the

smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night

overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..I

went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered

to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the

cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from

him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and

said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great

crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode

extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that

oppressor.'."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it would be

tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif said, "May

God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and

Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the

king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir

Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to

him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked

the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect,
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accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD

JESUS..151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are,

my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.The news

reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her; so

wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her

father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his

treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest

of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have

patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what

lacked of the dowry]..69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as

she were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my

shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I,

"Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and

where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El

Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return

unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth

her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh

dcccclxxxix-Mi.? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire

'twas clad anew;.21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..? ?

? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed

to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal

counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him

his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.'

Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this

matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the

king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes

have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with

him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case

get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in

upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to

wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast,

indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him,

till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house,

stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared

thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,'

and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee

what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going about.'.When the Khalif returned from

the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed

his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which

she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady

Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my

word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her

clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the

Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.Then she arose and going in to the king, found him

with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O

my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth

thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and

thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he,

'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware

of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my
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mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich

Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.So Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his

story from beginning to end, till the time of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the

hands of the cook and that which had betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning.

Moreover, he told him how the cook had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and

become king and how life was not pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time

and acquainted her with that which had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye

sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden,

(206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned,

he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise,

the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.'

So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and

surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the

guards..Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii..[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and the days ceased not

and the nights to transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the cities thereof,

wherein was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in quest of a

place where the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his drugs and

instruments of medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..Then said the Khalif

to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me

that which is extraordinary and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to

the lodging of honour.' (189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of

choice, said to Ishac, 'O Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and

they are a gift to her from me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif

turned to the Vizier Jaafer and said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and

obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave him that which the Khalif ordered him..Officer's Story, The Fourteenth, ii. 183..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..? ?

? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..She passed the

night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the

money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with

that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them

and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then

she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked

on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.Sixth Officer's

Story, The, ii. 146..?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS GOVERNOR..When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier,

whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look

on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he

suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do

but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that

this youth should live for a single hour?".? ? ? ? ? The hands of noble folk do tend me publicly; With waters clear and sweet my thirsting tongue

they ply..So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said

in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he

left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman

Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when

he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..125. The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Ay,

and around Baghdad the horsemen shalt behold, Like clouds that wall the world, full many a doughty knight,.They ate and drank and sported and

made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with his friends, whom he had brought with him,

that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some

of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and

went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he changed colour and the woman said to him,

'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast

thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his occasions.'.?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S
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STORY..Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the sea

might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day, the

merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may

console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By

Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea

parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years

passed..As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!"

Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to

ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should

make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk;

and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath."
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