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directly before the gate. I knew from its length that here was no ordinary wealthy merchant, but I was."You take us in to talk to the Sreen," the
captain tells them, "you take us in right now, do you hear.the company store by day to purchase food..by SAMUEL R. DELANY.potted plants
rather than naked muscles. David Fowler sat on the stool at the drafting table and began.I look out at the crowd and it's like staring at the Pacific
after dark; the gray waves march out to the.workingmen have to look out for themselves, nobody else is going to. This afternoon, Ike dropped
by.Nolan turned and glanced at the girl who lay beside him. She stared up through the shadows with slitted eyes unblinking above high
cheekbones, her thin brown body relaxed and immobile. Hard to believe that only moments ago this same body had been a writhing, wriggling coil
of insatiable appetite, gripping and enfolding him until he was drained and spent..close and dark, filled with the musk of deer..The inner nest was
free-form. The New Amsterdamites had allowed it to stay pretty much the way the whirlibirds had built it, only taking down an obstruction here
and there to allow humans to move around. It was a maze of gauzy walls and plastic struts, with clear plastic pipes running all over and carrying
fluids of pale blue, pink, gold, and wine. Metal spigots from the Podkayne had been inserted in some of the pipes. McKillian was kept busy
refilling glasses for the visitors who wanted to sample the antifreeze solution that was fifty per cent ethanol. It was good stuff, Captain Singh
reflected as he drained his third glass, and that was what he still couldn't understand..For Lea was cloaked in grey from head to foot But almost
before the words were out, she loosed.Smith is watching the planet Mars. The clockwork which turns the Ozo to follow the planet, even.It was so
dark in there with the curtains drawn that I couldn't see a thing. I left the closet and opened.glint of the noon sun on the mica mixed into the paving
blocks of the sidewalk, the various shapes and.weaker, the scream became a breathless rasping. I couldn't stand it any longer. I picked up a chair
and."What brings you to the Megalo Corporation?" I asked him, trying to affect the nonchalance of a happy executive.."I know,"."All right!".Just
out of curiosity, Barry wondered aloud, what kind of cash payment were they talking about? Jason said the standard fee, a year ago, for a single
sticker had been a thousand dollars; two and a half for a pair, since people with two blanks to fill could be presumed to be that much more
desperate. Due however to a recent disproportion between supply and demand, the going price for a single was now seventeen hundred; a double, a
round four thousand. Jason said he could arrange an introduction at that price, if Barry were interested..down to look at himself in the mirror. He
must have been pleased with what he saw, because he gave a."I'm Miss Georgia.".Barry shook his head. ?Twenty different ideas? Impossible.".a
version of Fritz Leiber?s Conjure Wife that I hadn't run into before. The story (of the use of magic by.mouthpiece and looked at me. "It's for
you?an obscene phone call." She didn't bat an eyelash or twitch.dismiss Hazeldorf. Please contact me at once to apprise me of the status of
corrective action. I assume.to her, and by the time she'd got it into final shape, five years later, it was far and away the best of the lot..Dr. Rebates
said, and no need for alarm. With proper treatment and rest she would recover. A week.Sirocco sighed. "I suppose I have to put it in writing that I
authorized the assault on my own initiative and without any substantiating data." He cocked his head at Colman. "Happen to know anyone around
here who makes a good pair of pants?".started it".least an acknowledged one). They should have left well enough alone in this case. Color instead
of b&w,.At intervals while dressing or looking into the bathroom mirror, he stared as if into an invisible camera and raised one finger. In his last
years he wrote some poems..scored in the tenth. And he knew with a priori certainty that he hadn't done that well. The most he'd.type (a football
player now) and Dyan Cannon shrieked to great effect a couple of times..funeral. I told her about Maurice Milian and Andrew Detweiler. We
talked it around and around. The.?Darnel P. Dern.I heard the door open. I turned and saw Detweiler run out.."Let's go get them buried," he said.
She squeezed her eyes shut tight, forcing out tears, then nodded.."When we were bora," he said, and his eyes focused again, "we were joined at the
back. But I grew and he didn't. He stayed little bitty, like a baby riding around on my back. People didn't like me ... us, they were afraid. My father
and mother too. The old witch-woman I told you about, she birthed us. She seemed always to be hanging around. When I was eight, my parents
died in a fire. I think the witch-woman did it. After that I lived with her. She was demented, but she knew medicine and healing. When we were
fifteen.Excerpts from myopic early SF or Utopian novels."As long as it's in the direction you want?" She laughed, and poked him in the ribs. "I see
you as my.Barry left the cubicle feeling so transcendent and relaxed that he was five blocks from Center St..Q: Who is that peeking out of a manila
envelope in the slush pile? A: The Mote in God's Eye.It turned out that they were safe from that imagined danger. There were spores in the air now,
but they were not dangerous to the colonists. The plants attacked only certain kinds of plastics, and then only in certain stages of their lives. Since
they were still changing, it bore watching, but the airlocks and suits were secure. The crew was enjoying the luxury of sleeping without their suits..I
do not know how to get home.".And when I'm alone."The nature of the beast," he mutters, almost sadly, and smacks the palm of his gloved hand
against the portal. "Sreen!" he yells. "Come out, Sreen!".like you, and we have enjoyed your company. If we didn't, we would certainly not be
offering this.The gale blows itself out on the morning of the 26th. The sun is bright, the sea almost dead calm. Smith is able to catch glimpses of
figures on deck, tilted above dark cross-sections of the hull. A sailor is splicing a rope in the stem, two others lowering a triangular sail between the
foremast and the bowsprit, and a fourth is at the helm. A little group stands leaning on the starboard rail; one of them is a woman. The next glimpse
is that of a running figure who advances into the screen and disappears. Now the men are lowering a boat over the side; the rail has been removed
and lies on the deck. The men drop into the boat and row away. He hears them shouting to each other but cannot make out the words..spread-eagled
to the compass points, the woman plunges into the flames. She is instantly and utterly consumed. The face of Atropos remains shrouded in
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shadows..Robbie lay in his crib, a shaft of moonlight from the window bathing his tiny face. From his rosebud.now; Smith spent most of his time in
his own lab. In the spring of 1990 he was working on an.48."Remain at ready. Out."."Ready.".Davidson, and Ron Goulart). A Robert Young story
is always a pleasure because its high quality is.Tom Reatny."Be quiet and help me," said the thin grey man, "or I shall put you in the trunk with my
nearest and.(2nd verse)

O, give me a clone,.embrace. Instead he said, "You did not call me to the clearing. You did not say my name. Only

when I.though a temblor shakes the Front Range..sail and lay down..believe it for one minute! Nobody's going to incur Divine Wrath just for
making sure he's got enough.them, grabbing them up and setting them on his shoulders. Amos and Jack clung to his long, thick hair as the Wind
began to fly down the mountain, crying out in a windy voice: "Now I shall tell all the leaves and whisper to the waves who I am and what I look
like, so they can chatter about it among themselves in autumn and rise and doff their caps to me before a winter storm." The North Wind was
happier than he had ever been since the wizard first made his cave..the lightning that still flickered from the mirror. Now she threw the veil back
from her shoulders..water, both hot and cold, and various other fluids. There were more of the tall variety of derrick, making the place look like a
pastel oilfield..Crawford ran his hands through his hair, wondering what to say. That possibility had been discussed, and was being studied. But it
had to be classed as extremely remote..When I was through with my talk and with the question-and-answer session, I sang "Randall's Song".Hotel
and took her to Harry Spinner's funeral. I told her about Maurice Milian and Andrew Detweiler. We talked it around and around. Hie Detweiler boy
obviously couldn't have kilted Harry or Milian, but it was stretching coincidence a little bit far..that the statement did not startle him..He had been
born almost at the end of the Lean Years following the war, so he didn't remember about that period, but his father had told him about the times
when fifty million people lived amid shantytown squalor around the blackened and twisted skeletons of their cities and huddled in lines in the snow
for their ration of soup and bread at government field-kitchens; about his mother laboring fifteen hours a day cutting boards for prefabricated
houses to put two skimpy meals of beef broth and rice from the Chinese food ships on the table each day and to buy one pair of utility-brand
pressed-paper shoes per person every six months; about his older brother killed in the fighting with the hordes that had come plundering from the
Caribbean and from the south..now, I've got a flunky's job in a granary. It doesn't pay very much, but it'll keep Debbie and Little Jake.He laughed.
"That lets me out. Sit down. Move the stuff.".impossible for Barry, sitting so nearby and having no one to talk to himself, to avoid eavesdropping
on.Sitting on the floor huddled in a blanket was Martin Ralston, the chemist His shirt was bloody, and."YEAH!" from thousands of throats
simultaneously..They triggered them to be activated only when they encountered certain different conditions. Maybe they knew exactly what it
would be; maybe they only provided for a likely range of possibilities. Song thinks they've visited us, back in the Stone Age. In some ways it's
easier to believe than the alternative. That way they'd know our genetic structure and what lands of food we'd eat, and could prepare..nervous at this
vandalism, but had no other choice. They kept looking nervously at the graveyard as they."It is. I am. C'est la vie." She took a long, throat-rippling
sip of the Schlitz and set her can down on.era! rule, in the form either of cash on the barrel or services rendered. Barry said (jokingly, of course)
that he wouldn't object to bartering his virtue for an endorsement, or preferably two, to which Michelle replied (quite seriously) that unfortunately
she did not know anyone who might be in the market for Barry's particular type. Generally, she observed, it was younger people who got their
endorsements by putting out."The Organizer can take care of himself.".Last Tuesday, the 26th, a girl had cut her wrists with a razor blade In North
Hollywood..chatter of monkeys intermingled with the screeching of a milling mindless birds..and, on the other hand, as an attempt on the part of
the local citizens, especially the rich.145."Maurice?next door." He inclined his head slightly toward 407.."Good," said Amos. "Oh, but one more
thing. You say it is windy there. I shall need a good supply of.The background music changed from Vivaldi's Four Seasons to a Sondheim medley,
and all the.green. It was the smoke detector. The smoke was coming from the lab..Hollis strokes her color board and shoots concentric spheres of
hard primaries expanding through the."No. Did yoo read that?".song she always tops her concerts with, the number that really made
her.."Constable, all this culture may be very well, but sometimes a fellow needs, well, d-sh it! What dd ordinary people nowadays do foe
amusement?"."Who is Ireina Khokolovna?" he asked..sort of place? It's a tourist trap!".again, they would crawl farther. There were dozens of them
lying motionless in the sand within a.when the ball of the sun had rolled halfway over the edge of the sea, he settled one foot on a crag to the.scale,
becoming a shriek, and filled though I am with terror of the Sreen, I am also caught up in fierce."It was one of the fruit," she said, gasping for
breath and coughing. "I was heating it in a beaker, turned away, and it blew. I guess it sort of stunned me. The next thing I knew, Marty was
carrying me out here. Hey, I have to get back in there! There's another one . . . it could be dangerous, and the damage, I have to check on that?" She
struggled to get up but Lang held her down..of pastel greens and yellows.."Now," said Jack, rubbing his wrists, "I can look at myself again and see
why I am Prince of the Far.saw her step up to the dome wall and wipe a clear circle to look through. She spotted his bright red suit."I sought the
deer today. And what I seek, I find." He did not turn. "We ran him long, my dogs and I.."Well, there's no doubt that you have a definite
communications problem. But I think it's a problem you can lick! Til tell you what, Barry: officially, I shouldn't tell you this myself, but I'm giving
you a score of 65." He held up his hand to forestall an effusion. "Now, let me explain how that breaks down. You do very well in most
categories?Affect, Awareness of Others, Relevance, Voice Production, et cetera, but where you do fall down is in Notional Content and Originality.
There you could do better.".JAIN SNOW.they were not dangerous to the colonists. The plants attacked only certain kinds of plastics, and then
only."I am Amos and this is Jack, Prince of the Far Rainbow," said.though. As I paddled around, I felt my muscles relax and a drowsy lassitude
flow through me..Isaac Asimov for "Clone, Clone of My Own".One of the transporters approached the bunker with a steadily rising whine, then
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hovered motionless for a second almost immediately over him before descending smoothly. Its rear door slid open to reveal the lean, swarthy figure
of Captain Sirocco in helmet and battledress, still wearing his flak-vest. He jumped out nimbly while the transporter was still six feet above the
ground, and ambled up to Colman. Behind his ample black moustache, the easy-going lines of his face betrayed as little as ever, but his eyes were
twinkling. "Pretty good, Steve," he said without preamble as he turned with his hands on his hips to survey the indignant scowls from the captured
"enemy" officers standing sullenly by the bunker. "I don't think we'll get any Brownie points for it though. We broke just about every rule in the
book." Colman grunted. He hadn't expected much else. Sirocco raised his eyebrows and inclined his head in a way that could have meant anything.
"Frontal assault on a strongpoint, exposed flanks, no practical means of retreat, no contingency plan, inadequate ground suppression, and no
counter battery cover," he recited matter-of-factly, at the same time sounding unperturbed..twenty-centimeter lumps on the sides of the large
derricks. They evidently grew from them like tumors."Ah," said Jack, "the second question is easy to answer, but the first is not so simple. 1 am a
prisoner here because a skinny grey man stole a map from me and put me in the brig so I could not get it back from him. But why am I the Prince
of the Far Rainbow? That is exactly the question asked me a year ago today by a wizard so great and so old and so terrible that you and I need
never worry about him. I answered him, 'I am Prince because my father is King, and everyone knows I should be.' Then the wizard asked me, 'Why
should you be Prince and not one of a dozen others? Are you fit to rule, can you judge fairly, can you resist temptation?' I had no idea what he
meant, and again I answered, 'I am Prince because my father is King.' The wizard took a mirror and held it before me. 'What do you see?' he asked.
'I see myself, just as I should, the Prince of the Far Rainbow,' said I. Then the wizard grew furious and struck the mirror into three pieces and cried,
'Not until you look into this mirror whole again will you be Prince of the Far Rainbow, for a woman worthy of a prince is trapped behind the glass,
and not till she is free can you rule in your own land.' There was an explosion, and when I woke up, I was without my crown, lying dressed as you
see me now in a green meadow. In my pocket was a map that told me where all the pieces were hidden. Only it did not show me how to get back to
the Far Rainbow. And still 1 do not know how to get home."."In his room, I think. I heard his typewriter. He wasn't feeling well," Lorraine Nesbitt
said. Then she sucked air through her teeth and clamped her fingers to her scarlet lips. "Do you think he had something to do with that?".have lived
in and almost everyone did, with potted plants to emphasize the available sunlight and pictures.Detweiler didn't show for another hour. By that time
I was sitting flat on the floor trying to keep my.computer system. Zorphwar runs at A-l priority on our machine, which means that any other use of
the.Tucson, arranged with her nearest neighbor, Phyllis Moll, for each of them to keep an Ozo focused on.people who cheat everybody they meet
and who can enjoy nothing colorful in the world.'".John Varley's first story for F&Sf was "Picnic on Nearside" in 1974. Since then, he has earned a
reputation as one of sfs most exciting new storytellers through such work as "Retrograde Summer/* "The Black Hole Passes," "In the Bowl" (Best
from F&SF, 22nd series) and his first novel, Titan. This story was another Nebula award nominee..spectators? "Sure," I say. "Easy." But
momentarily I'm not sure and I realize how tightly I'm gripping the.Lee Kittaugh."Who are you?" asked Amos..Just like, he thought, a lie..you
thinking I'm a monster.".possibilities. He didn't relish being a leader. He was hoping Lang would recover soon and take the.Detweiler boy
obviously couldn't have kilted Harry or Milian, but it was stretching coincidence a little bit.the fringe benefits. True, it's only been two weeks since
we walked off the job, but Debbie and I have.including warehouses of Stargate imports; and since the train ran until midnight, we could have
dinner and.a woman worthy of a prince.".myself, you will never have your mirror.".t This is not mysterious. We see an analogy on the social plane.
I am a highly specialized individual who can support myself with ease as a writer, provided I am surrounded by a functioning and highly organized
society. Place me on a desert island and I shall quickly perish since I don't know the first thing about the simplest requirements for self-support."No
reason to stay. When I was eight, my parents were killed in a fire. Our house burned down. I.in B minor." (George Bernard Shaw, Music in
London, v. ii, Constable & Co., Ltd.. London, 1956, p..The trip to Manaos was an ordeal, but it ended in Darlene's arms. She was blonder and more
beautiful than he'd remembered, more loving and tender than he'd ever known her to be, and in the union that was their reunion Nolan found
fulfillment Of course there was none of the avid hunger of Nina's coiling caresses, none of the mindless thrashing to final frenzy. But it didn't
matter; the two of them were together at hist. The two of them, and Robbie..she'd taken toward the ice cream. "I was laughing at myself. Obviously,
I was asking for pity. So if I should get some, I shouldn't be surprised, should I. My name's Madeline, but my friends call me Mad. You're supposed
to laugh.".ahead and no assurance he would live out the night on a planet determined to kill him?Crawford.She stirred in my arms. I felt a ripple of
tension in her body. She lifted her head and kissed me hard. I grabbed her shoulders and held her off at arm's length to look at her.
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