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EARLY LIFE OF EAMONN DE VALERA
? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.76 En Numan

and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.When those who were present heard this, they

kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of

the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the

vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after

his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the

goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares

and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..Ramazan in my life

ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream,

whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and

saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my

reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How

shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and

more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him,

"What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and

none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last,

and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him

to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was

and we were quit of all the railers' prate..12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be

consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead.."When I [returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce,

saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at

mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's

pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and

kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with

thee, which I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I

would have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.124. The Saint to

whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.4. The Three Apples xix.? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit

him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear

ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew

her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth

returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will

assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her

change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and

said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her

master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following

verses:.King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..So saying, he

took leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's

abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth

on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.So he sat down at the sharper's head, and said to him,

'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise and be not a fool.'

But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make him move; but [he

stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of the case]

and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare him [for burial] and

bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and heating water

till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and blistered; but he abode

still on one case [and stirred not]..End of vol. II..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and

love-longing in vain..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid

bare!.? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".? ? ? ? ?
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k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.As for the merchant, he

bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and

sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual.

The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw

a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready

food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk

and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach

therein..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and

safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her

mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her

dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed

in her heart..There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot

and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he

would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he

knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot

that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot

and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it

was..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, I knew not their worth nor yet how dear.When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And

he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent

beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover].

Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she

cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated

her speech twice and thrice..? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were Restored to Him dcccci.? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful

lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is he..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in

morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its

term betide..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).102. The Apples of Paradise ccccxii.62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and

his Slave-girl ccclxxxiii.Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84)

a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to

storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the

folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this

with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are

those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others

who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I

would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the

story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..Next morning, up came the Cadi,

with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and

said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why

dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on

my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy

side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and

trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars.

By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".The prefect released the

man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of the house treasures

galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent against the wall of

the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and went round about

the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not

my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days afterward, he came up to

me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..After your loss, nor trace of me

nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart
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devoid of care;.When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O

august king, that.? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.When the

banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will buy thee a house, so

haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and thy worth is

magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's speech, he rose

and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be, and under his eye."

Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I would fain have had

thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".Then he dealt the boy a cuff and he let go his ear, whereupon Aboulhusn put off his clothes and abode

naked, with his yard and his arse exposed, and danced among the slave-girls. They bound his hands and he wantoned among them, what while they

[well-nigh] died of laughing at him and the Khalif swooned away for excess of laughter. Then he came to himself and going forth to Aboulhusn,

said to him, "Out on thee, O Aboulhusn! Thou slayest me with laughter." So he turned to him and knowing him, said to him, "By Allah, it is thou

slayest me and slayest my mother and slewest the sheikhs and the Imam of the Mosque!".I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew

that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and

absolution of responsibility.'.75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx.? ? ? ? ? Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in

verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old

king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them

from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed

children by them..It is said that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik,

and he became one night drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was

acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met

him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any

met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the

lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of

the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and

finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High,

the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again,

as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head

[bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, Each one a

lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that

all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he

was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine

gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father,"

answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their

hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of

retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have

endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's

Story xlii.? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a prey..?STORY OF

THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST..Ninth Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..Ishac

entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and

watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let

none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but

Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with

Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote

upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. The

Fourth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key,

opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food

was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was

ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a

favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell
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after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves

naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy reckonest;.The Eighth Day..? ? ? ?

? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..As they were thus engaged, behold, up

came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes and drums, whilst one of their number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and

played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder

Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said,

"God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our

lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi

heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded and his face flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?"

Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's brother and that other the son

of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the merchants [by courtesy]!".When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade

him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..When the night was

half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and

followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit, wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The

woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and

coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was

halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days, she and I and the dog..The folk took compassion

on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led to the kingdom of his uncle

Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he drew near his uncle's capital,

and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city, and presently up came a

company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted down to rest and the youth

accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.' And he said, 'Is King

Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and what concern hast thou

with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and now it is become two.'

Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know not that he hath aught of

kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that they slew him.' 'I am he,'

answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not

acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you,

I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I

let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate

its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered,

"Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And

the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz

answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again,

the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".? ? ? ? ? And left me all forlorn, to pine for

languishment,.? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..Chamberlain's

Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard

austere..King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.? ? ? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I came, where rigour

gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the

day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal

for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..Nor," added the vizier, "is this, O king of the

age, more extraordinary or stranger than the story of the king and his chamberlain's wife; nay, the latter is rarer than this and more delightsome.".?

? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..? ? ? ? ? I had

not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..? ? ? ? ? For death in your

absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn, (120)

thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ?

Parting afar hath borne you, but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..The king marvelled at what he saw

and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a

creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took
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the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209)

So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh] allowances..One day, there came a traveller and seeing the

picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture

and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in

love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I

follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and

store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the

King of Hind and he also heard of him..Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel

dcliii.? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89).108. Aboukir the

Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccclxvii.? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will

make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a

hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee

and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the

queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if

he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart,

gave it to the king..Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her

dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the

Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the

Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid,

'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard

from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds,

such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the

Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted,

weeping-eyed..Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for

love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy

grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the excellence of his composition

and his frankness, and he said in himself, "I will assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he rose forthright and saying to

Mesrour, "Take him up," [returned to the palace]. Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the palace of the Khalifate, set him

down before Er Reshid, who bade the slaves and slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place where Aboulhusn could not see

him..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn

said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto,

blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not

found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy

guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly

entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn

removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O

boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he

recited these verses:.? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the

people deny?.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain

and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and

supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king

mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130)

and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he

bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he

passed the night and the ensuing day..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case

and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and

woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the

ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king

heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and

what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent
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prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then

she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes

and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a

city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled

with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was

no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was

[king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and

the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but

found none drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and

fell to observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the

moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his

case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O

my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going about.'.WOMEN'S CRAFT..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit

of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my

heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause

of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come

forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother."

When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and

Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El

Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let

alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the

nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of

our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou

hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".As for Abou Sabir, when he

returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O

Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth

wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of

forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will

we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a

month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou

Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And

he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.? ? ? ? ? m. The

Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither

happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in

quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and

bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her;

and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah

Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had

brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is

this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!'

answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with

her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner

and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he

went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..? ? ? ? ? r. The Man who saw the Night of Power dxcvi
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