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Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by

thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and

when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook

myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture

and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at

daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time,

found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the

earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif

Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,'

answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth.

Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth

Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she

is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not

contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that

which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.The Nineteenth

Night of the Month..85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was

the middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my

spittle dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls

right and left and made as if I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..? ? ? ?

? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.Officer's Story, The Seventh, ii. 150..A

certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an

old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to

my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant

was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me.

If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.? ? ? ? ? e. Story

of the Portress lxvii.When the king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated

me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took

leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others, intending for my own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on,

without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude

of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side.

They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the

crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house,

gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat restored..Then she carried him

up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of

raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and

said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of

his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness?

Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in

the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the

excellence of her contrivance.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of Aziz and Azizeh cxliii.? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew

drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's

return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was

like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case;

whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and

I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them

and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer

And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye

dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..Appointed
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Term, Of the, i. 147..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the realm

assembled together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid her the

service of the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and paid him

homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and

subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning my

investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's

apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer

lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present.

Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most

High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.Officers

of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar and the Sixteen, ii. 117..Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii.

3..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the

city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the

crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in

the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the

people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and

largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did

him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.So the wicked

man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill

governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of

his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked

man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and

forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him

and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he

cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..As I sat one day in my

shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so

the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she

said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so

when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two

rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied,

"Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the

Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".52. The

Devout Israelite cccxlviii.Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted awhile, then came to dose

quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore; whereupon Hudheifeh cried

out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a comer-forth [to battle?]" But they

of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell upon them and overthrew the first of

them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis addressed themselves to flight..A Damsel

made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..The prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and

he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman

sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils

and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from

me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled

to the utterest of marvel. However, some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's

habit; and he saluted me and went away..Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the

place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on

thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I

drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and

wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both

into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down

from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is
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our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward testifies And this bears witness that that tells aright. (39).? ? ? ?

? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.? ? ? ? ? "My soul be

thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most

delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the

master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was

amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom

thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the

Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they

paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid

hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking

her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to her, "O Sitt el Milah,

I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he seeketh to win thy

favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of the young

Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that these three

days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring him to my

lodging and make excuse to him for me.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls

from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he

bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was

empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac

himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in

that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are

husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat

appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it

to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst

this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give

me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all

that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we

carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..Then he

brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred

dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him;

whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his

stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove

somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they

have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to

thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news

may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that

thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not

bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say

it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and

shadowtide..Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our raven cleaves fast to

us aye!.?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor

camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and

as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw

her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God

favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By

Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes

hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined,

"By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have known thee from childhood.".Zubeideh, El Mamoun and, i. 199.? ? ?

? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us divide..So we abode there, daily expecting death, and

whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months
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and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and

we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little

victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I

was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How

long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most

High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain,

and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.? ? ? ? ? Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes; My case it hath altered

and banished repose..143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..53. King Kelyaad

(231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the

Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but

betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers

intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his

abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was

this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the

revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).His father rejoiced in him

with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the

boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father

put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned

horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly

and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers.

From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his

native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".So saying, she rose [and

going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore

it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but

to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for

all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for]

thine acquittance.".? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.? ? ? ? ? But for the

spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..When Er Reshid came to the throne, he

invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for generosity and munificence,

and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank and favour which he enjoyed

with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of his vizierate was nineteen

years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness." (159) Opinions differ

concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer nor from his [own] sister

Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will marry thee to her, that it

may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both to be present in Er

Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and filled with wine,

Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the newborn child by

one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility and magnification!

The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered the affair of the

child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who brought him the

boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which befell. (160).Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i.

265..Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the

completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and

kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me

with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And

he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they

fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a

mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..? ?

? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my spright..73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.The

merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his
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hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with

good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two

staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole

and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings

dcxvi.When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this

love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his

wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent

back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine

outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if

thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew

that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs

must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced with the king.'.So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing

themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger

and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and

hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no

means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat,

wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my

price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the

prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king,

thou wouldst require me of service.'.86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth

Brother clviii.He found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat

down and ate thereof after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then

he sat and the singers also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the

slave-girls, some of them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness

of the songs, whilst the pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was

cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed,

challenging this one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..When the

evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So

he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER. (174).? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked

on her, mine eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine,

With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all

the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they

answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered

after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or

commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of

favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".? ? ? ? ? In her revolving

scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside,

i. 183..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the

eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.Awhile

after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I

seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the

king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk,

'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other,

ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all

true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not

to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run,

[then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.He gained him wealth and returning to his native

land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of

her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she

described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in
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exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she

answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no

more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.115. The Malice of Women

dcccclxxix.?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and

the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their

companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his

going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight

of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom

endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on

you!].119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..Presently

Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I

Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he,

"By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the

earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch

and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the

protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful

and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In

one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up

to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the

Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case..The First Night of the

Month.?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S STORY..The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There

befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt

vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went

with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is]

he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto

those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend,

who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a

certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had

need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give

him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time],

more or less..No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time

she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little

eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the

Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et

Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst

contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I

know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he,

"Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i.

174..Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and

willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister

Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as

were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants

of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for

therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter

than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that

they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes

swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..When the king heard this story, he

deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to slay my

vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him and

abode in his house all that day..? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and
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presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be

good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the

sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing

and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered

from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ?

a. The Ox and the Ass.? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy

there..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the

servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding

beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an

hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves!

of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee

abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies,

whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath

vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El

Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most

submit..They ate and drank and sported and made merry awhile of the day; and as they were thus engaged, up came the master of the house, with

his friends, whom he had brought with him, that they might carouse together, as of wont. He saw the door opened and knocked lightly, saying to

his friends, 'Have patience with me, for some of my family are come to visit me; wherefore excuse belongeth [first] to God the Most High, and then

to you.' (263) So they took leave of him and went their ways, whilst he gave another light knock at the door. When the young man heard this, he

changed colour and the woman said to him, 'Methinks thy servant hath returned.' 'Yes,' answered he; and she arose and opening the door to the

master of the house, said to him, 'Where hast thou been? Indeed, thy master is wroth with thee.' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'I have but been about his

occasions.'.Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..128. The Ferryman of the Nile and the Hermit cccclxxix.?

? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when I see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".Then said Selim to

his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know

that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which is between yonder fellow and my

mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon

ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt

thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?' asked Selim and she said,

'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause is a grave [matter].'.68.

Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.The folk marvelled at this story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought

ever any the like of this device?' And they marvelled with the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me,

for it is yet stranger and more extraordinary..Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me

her dwelling-place. When I saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then

said I to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us

water therewith, so we may wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving

her my clothes, entered the lavatory and washed..When the vizier was ware that she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him

not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs

must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and

overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When

King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But

Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the

guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".Then

they displayed Shehrzad in the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying coquettishly from

side to side; and indeed she ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her

hips, then put her hair on the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man embraces the guest, and

threatened her in her ear with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in these verses:.Meinsoun drank off his cup

and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of

jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her,

wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy

side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took
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the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised

the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a

prey..When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for

themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal

counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine

advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be

made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young

treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".95. Abou

Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how

solaceful was life in them whilere!.? ? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must

forswear?.Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon

Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they

did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they all dismounted from their

horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy,

to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread;

and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi

cccxcii.103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding

mirth, and El Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut

out, by reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of

my friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath

been told to you.".80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv
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