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? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.99. The Three
Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.When King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? If near
and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to
thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress,
whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine
eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price
and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make
proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee."
So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and
bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master
came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that
meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about.
Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I
fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his
back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain
place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned
to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew
that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the bones..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE
DRAPER'S WIFE..? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the
place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent
vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht
related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he
will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I
should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on
life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.Moreover, he
assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined
with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and
religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into
the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment
redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the
ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of
love, Unto concealment's ways still would she turn aside..6. Story of the Hunchback cii.? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race,
display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.Meanwhile, the boy
[grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not
to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company
of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote
the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought
them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the
astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my
son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king,
it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.When King
Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein
to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his
vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a
pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and
they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of
this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he
rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject
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and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the
hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor
may prevarication be therein.'.? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the
only Spring for his eye..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and
indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were
liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then
she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF
LEWDNESS..David and Solomon, i. 275..132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son
of, ii. 195..? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..As for
Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that
which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in
quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she
abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and
make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she
needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her
with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..As
for the princess Mariyeh, when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she
had done, and the love of him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the
letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose
in the morning, she called a damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I
charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I
have grave occasion for her.".Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.55. The
Poor Man and his Generous Friend dcxliii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child
dccccxcviii.First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..73. The Miller and his Wife ccclxxxvii.84. Dibil el Khuzai with the Lady and Muslim ben el Welid
dclxx.Quoth the Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup and rise before the dawn draw near, and to-morrow night I will
be with thee again." "Far be it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane, gave it to his host and
said to him, "My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay, by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will drink it from thy hand."
So he took it and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent his feet and he fell to the ground like a slain man; whereupon the
Khalif went out and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the master of the house, and take him up and bring him to me at the
palace; and when thou goest out, shut the door.".As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and
rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs
of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand
dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not
entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against
he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on
this wise he abode awhile..[When the king heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and
bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all
that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who
found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief
and on his head he wore a light turban of Damietta make..When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his
house..One day, I changed my clothes and putting money in my sleeve, sallied forth to explore the holes and corners of this city, and as I was going
about, I saw a handsome house. Its goodliness pleased me; so I stood looking on it, and behold, a lovely woman [at the lattice]. When she saw me,
she made haste and descended, whilst I abode confounded. Then I betook myself to a tailor there and questioned him of the house and to whom it
belonged. Quoth he, "It belongeth to such an one the notary, may God curse him!" "Is he her father?" asked I; [and he replied, "Yes."] So I repaired
in haste to a man, with whom I had been used to deposit my goods for sale, and told him that I desired to gain access to such an one the notary.
Accordingly he assembled his friends and we betook ourselves to the notary's house. When we came in to him, we saluted him and sat with him,
and I said to him, "I come to thee as a suitor, desiring the hand of thy daughter in marriage." Quoth he, "I have no daughter befitting this man." And
I rejoined, "God aid thee! My desire is for thee and not for her." (213) But he still refused and his friends said to him, "This is an honourable man
and thine equal in estate, and it is not lawful to thee that thou hinder the girl of her fortune." Quoth he to them, "Verily, my daughter whom ye seek
is passing foul-favoured and in her are all blameworthy qualities." And I said, "I accept her, though she be as thou sayest." Then said the folk,
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"Extolled be the perfection of God! A truce to talk! [The thing is settled;] so say the word, how much wilt thou have [to her dowry]?" Quoth he, "I
must have four thousand dinars." And I said, "Hearkening and obedience.".So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back, went in
to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her and
she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered,
'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by
the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed before her and sitting down in
the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose
and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush
on his head..? ? ? ? ? d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dcccclxxx.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.? ? ? ? ? The ignorant
man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..When he had made an end of his speech, his wife came forward
forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom came under his
rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with her lost
husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman lieth
against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..142. El Asmai and
the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..? ? ?
? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it
flowered forth and grew,.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was
fain..When it was the ninth day, the viziers [foregathered and] said, one to another, "Verily, this youth baffleth us, for as often as the king is minded
to put him to death, he beguileth him and ensorcelleth him with a story; so what deem ye we should do, that we may slay him and be at rest from
him?" Then they took counsel together and were of accord that they should go to the king's wife [and prompt her to urge the king to slaughter the
youth. So they betook themselves to her] and said to her, "Thou art heedless of this affair wherein thou art and this heedlessness will not profit thee;
whilst the king is occupied with eating and drinking and diversion and forgetteth that the folk beat upon tabrets and sing of thee and say, 'The king's
wife loveth the youth;' and what while he abideth on life, the talk will increase and not diminish." Quoth she, "By Allah, it was ye set me on against
him, and what shall I do [now]?" And they answered, "Do thou go in to the king and weep and say to him, 'Verily, the women come to me and tell
me that I am become a byword in the city, and what is thine advantage in the sparing of this youth? If thou wilt not slay him, slay me, so this talk
may be estopped from us.'".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it
to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned
thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon
him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel
and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the
morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for
succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from
thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a
casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy
converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you
to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".Barmecides, Er Reshid and
the, i. 189..Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage communicating with his mistress's
house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he went out to go to the trooper's
house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a fuller
went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat down beside her lover.
Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then doubt
betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and donning her wonted
clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with them?' Quoth he, 'I
did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her, and there is nought
to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.Then they fell to journeying
night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the
camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of
El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope
with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the
victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw
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water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow
willow-flower, (134) Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..?OF TRUST IN GOD..When the day departed
and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the
story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to
him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee
continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing
not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast
thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it
please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.? ? ? ? ? My
fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..The company
marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous
story, and it is on this wise..Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i. 265..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard
her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid,
an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away.
When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go
down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of my life and
know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..? ? ?
? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it straight..Then the king
acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all
marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt
deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they
rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of
looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".So he fell to
resorting daily to the physician and committing to memory his sayings and that which he spoke of jargon, till he had gotten a great matter by heart,
and all this he studied throughly and digested it. Then he returned to his wife and said to her, 'I have committed the physician's sayings to memory
and have learned his fashion of muttering and prescribing and applying remedies (19) and have gotten by heart the names of the remedies and of all
the diseases, and there abideth nought [unaccomplished] of thy commandment. What wilt thou have me do now?' Quoth she, 'Leave weaving and
open thyself a physician's shop.' But he answered, 'The people of my city know me and this affair will not profit me, save in a land of strangerhood;
so come, let us go out from this city and get us to a strange land and [there] live.' And she said, 'Do as thou wilt.'.160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad
and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me
beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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