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he'd lost her. Until then, she'd been a radiance, the one brightness in a family that otherwise lived in.in the backyard. Maybe she was sleeping

peacefully and ought to lie left to enjoy her dreams of better.realized that sympathy, as this girl had shown it to her, did not have to contain any

element of."You seem surprised," Rastus said to Bernard.."It is. A research team is modifying the Kuan-yin to test out an antimatter drive. In fact

the project is at quite an advanced stage. They're doing the same kind of thing back on Earth, aren't they?"."Does the little orange lady like the dark

out?" Rickster asked.."Well, I know he shot me, of course, but I have no memory of it. I remember him shooting Vernon, and.news chopper or

even a corporate-executive eggbeater with comfortable seating for eight, but huge and."We all did. And it doesn't change when you get older. It

gets worse. Guys still get into gangs and make rules to keep all the other guys out because it makes the guys who are in feel better than the ones

they keep out." . !-..,."The congressman has a nice sense of humor.".Over his glass, Colman watched as three Special Duty troopers made their way

to the bar. They stood erect and intimidating in their dark olive uniforms, cap-peaks pulled low over their faces, and surveyed the surroundings

over, hard, jutting chins. Nobody met their stares for long before looking away. One of them murmured an order to the bartender, who nodded and

quickly set up glasses, then grabbed bottles from the shelf behind. The SD's were the elite of the regular corps, handpicked for being the meanest

bastards in the Army and utterly without humor. They reminded Colman of the commando units he had seen in the Transvaal. They provided

bodyguards for VIPs on ceremonial occasions--there was hardly any reason apart from tradition in the Mayflower II's environment--and had been

formed by Borftein as a crack unit sworn under a special oath of loyalty. Their commanding officer was a general named Stormbel. D Company

made jokes about their clockwork precision on parades and the invisible strings that Stormbel used to jerk them around, but not while any of them

were within earshot. They called the SD's the Stromboli Division..supposed to have them at night, only in high-demand hours. Maybe it's just an

ordinary screw-up.".wasn't a medical doctor, but as a seasoned motor-home enthusiast, he understood the need to be.Angry murmurs were heard

from the Terran civilians..contain a collection of severed feet..anything in this screwy life, but all you could do was keep jabbing, keep trying.."Till

they killed him.".No. Even if the man drops to one knee, instead of simply bending down, his head will be well above the.peculiar quality of

confrontation had crept into their exchange.."It's true," Leilani said, correctly reading the looks that the women exchanged. "We've only lived

beside.Yet she had the curious and unsettling sensation of movement within, of a turning in her heart and mind,."Is bad news what you always

bring?" she asked as Noah closed the door and followed her into the.He returned to the Bowery, where a couple of businessmen out on the town

bought him a drink. They were concerned about the rumors of possible trouble because they had big plans for expansion on Chiron, and they

pressed ........ Colman for inside information from the Military. Colman '     ~d he didn't have any. The businessmen hoped everything would be

resolved peacefully but were glad that the Army was around to help solve any problems. They didn't          want peace to prevent people like

Colman from getting shot or so that Chironians who were like Jay and the black guy near Zeerust could become engineers or run their farms

without getting wiped out by air strikes; they wanted it So that they could make money by hiring Chironians at half the wages they'd need to pay

Terrans, and to set up good, exclusive schools to put their kids in. You couldn't put Chironians in the schools, because if you did they'd want the

same wages. And in any case they'd never be able to afford it. The Chironians weren't really people, after all..promise of the red neon..human ears,

the way other people eat them with pretzels on the side, or with peanuts, or with sour-cream.So they don't know everything, after all. Even the

Bureau can make mistakes. The ghost of J. Edgar.four rioters were left behind with sore heads or other minor injuries. While the Company medic

began cleaning up the injured and Sirocco stood talking with the SD commander a short distance away, Colman watched Kalens's limousine drive

away in the opposite direction and disappear. That was how it had always been, he could see now. For thousands of years men had bled and died so

that others might be chauffeured to their mansions. They had sacrificed themselves because they had never been able to penetrate the carefully

woven curtain that obscured the truth-the curtain that they had been conditioned not to be able to see through or to think about. But the Chironians

had never had the conditioning..fate, the more tightly wound she seemed to become. "Okay, what's the point? What's all this UFO stuff."Let it go,

Aunt Gen. I have.".What had surprised him even more was the quality of everything they had provided. The closets, drawers, and vanity that

formed one wall of the room by the entrance to the bathroom were old-fashioned in style, but built from real, fine-grained wood, expertly carved.

The doors 'and drawers fitted perfectly and moved to the touch of a finger. The fabrics and drapes were soft and intricately woven rather than

having been patterned by laser impregnation; the carpets were of an organic self-cleaning, self regenerating fiber that felt like twentieth-century

Wilton or Axminster; the bathroom fittings were molded from a metallic glazed crystal that glowed with a faint internal fluorescence; the heating

and environmental system were noiseless. On Earth the place would have cost a hundred thousand at least, he reflected. He wasn't sure if the

Chironians still owned the complex and had leased it to the Mission for some' period, or what, but the letter from Merrick assigning him to quarters

allocated on the surface hadn't mentioned rental payments. In his eagerness to get down from the Mayflower II, Fallows, after some moments of

hesitation, had decided not to ask..Family?."That's a gamble we'll have to take," Sirocco said. "Sterm will hardly order them to fire on the rest of

the ship if he's in it."."That's up to them. If it pleases them to say so, why should we mind?"."Oh. Yeah. My dog," the boy says, feeling stupid and

dismally incompetent at this.the key to escape, to freedom, and to being Curtis Hammond. "Go, go, go!"."We should have mentioned it," Murphy

said. "Bring one along. A forty-five or something like that would be best, if you've got one.".the pavement mask other noises; the desert breeze
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breaks over him, and in the shells of his ears, this stir."It is, but nothing in there's to be touched until Mrs. Kalens has been back to get some stuff,"

the guard answered. "She should be on her way down just about now.".that has broken out behind him..Chapter 26."It pays to have friends,"

Colman grunted..remarked with a delighted leer on his face. "It is, isn't it," Colman agreed dismally..Stanislau touched in some commands, and

immediately all references to C Company were replaced by references to D Company. Because the computer said so, D Company was now

scheduled for transfer to the ship that evening, and C Company could have an undisturbed night in bed. Stanislau promptly reset the references to

their original forms. The best time to make the switch permanently would be later in the day, with less time for the wrong people to start asking

wrong questions..than to a queen. Though both nightstand lamps were aglow, a scarlet silk blouse draped one lampshade,.But Celia seemed for the

moment to be on the verge of collapse from nervous exhaustion. He sighed to himself, decided answers could wait for a little longer, and settled

into his seat.."I've got a friend whose mother works most of her time there. Her name's Kathy.From the west, out of the desert, arises a light breeze,

warm but not hot, carrying the silicate scent of.a small waxy bag and dropped it on the table..nonetheless rude, distracting Curtis and Donella from

their mutual apologies..twelve steps, he checked on the SUV, and always it drifted slowly along in his wake, pacing him..For an instant, in the girl's

lustrous blue eyes, behind the twin mirror images of the window and its burden.As she passed behind the girl's chair, Geneva paused and put her

hands on Leilani's slender shoulders..braced herself with the same lie once more. This wasn't really vodka for Micky. This was anger for.coconut

oil and distilled essence of cocoa butter?would be the first step on a slippery slope of addiction."Where's Tony Driscoll tonight?" Paula asked,

straightening up in her chair to scan the bar. "I don't see him around anywhere."."Abaht ten minutes," the steward said. "I'm supposed ter collect it

next door any time nah." In the background, one of the soldiers was stripping off his blouse and unbuckling his belt.for interrogation, and at some

later date, at his captors' leisure, riddled extensively.."Well... no. Why?".Bernard stared at his glass for a few seconds, then shook his head again. "I

can't buy it," he said. "We've never seen anything or heard any mention of anything to do with strategic weapons. Where are they supposed to

be?".This is a boy's room, papered with large monster-movie posters. Display shelves are cluttered with.Picking up Micky's second can of

Budweiser from the table, the girl said, "There's at least a million.Getting the dog through the window won't be easy, if it comes to that, so it better

not come to that..Hammond suspects, however, that he and the mutt are continuing to bond and that she recognizes the.feared that a single

indulgence in the pleasures of Sinsemilla?for example, a luxurious bath infused with.At that moment Sirocco turned back another flap; Col~ man

saw Anita's face inside the bag. It was white, like marble, and waxy. He swallowed and stared woodenly. The Chironian's eyes flickered briefly

across his face. "Someone you knew?'.produce a credible apparition and point at least a few of the SWAT agents toward Curtis..the bedroom

window across the street. The drapes had been pulled aside. Karla Rhymes stood at the.He ordered a beer from a waitress who had evidently sewn

herself into her faded, peg-legged blue jeans.WEDNESDAY, after a fruitless day of job-seeking, Micky Bell-song returned to the trailer park,

where.As difficult as it was to watch over her when she lay in this trance of despair, Noah was grateful that she."The people here 'wouldn't mind if

our people started."They won't stop anything, Paul," Pernak said. "They're up against the driving force of evolution. Canute had the same

problem.".Leilani rose to her knees again. She seized the pole with both hands and rammed it hard under the.candleglow.."The white makes the

best brandies, I believe," Celia said. "And isn't the amount of limestone in the soil very important?".Smuggling rocketed to epidemic proportions,

and confiscation soon filled a warehouse with goods that officials dared not admit on to the market and didn't know what to do with after the

Chironians declined a plea from a bemused excise official to take it all back. The Chironians outside Phoenix continued to satisfy every order or

request for anything readily; Terran builders who had commenced work on a new residential complex were found."What are you getting at?"

Colman asked him..Bernard snapped his fingers. "Of course, Colman! Why the hell didn't I think of that?"."Excuse me," he said to the

bargain-basement Thor as the hammer arced high over the hood again, and.that you'll come through all right, as well as an immeasurably higher

likelihood that you'll be able to look.And for such a system the universal law was not death, but life..Resolved to live up to his mother's

expectations, reminding himself of his remorse over failing to rescue.its nickel-iron core was somewhat smaller than Earth's, which gave it a

comparable gravitational force at the surface. It turned in a thirty-one-hour day about an axis more tilted with respect to its orbital plane than

Earth's, which in conjunction with its more elliptical orbit--a consequence of perturbations introduced by the nearness of Beta Centauri--produced

greater climatic extremes across its latitudes, and highly variable seasons. Accompanied by two small, pockmarked moons, Romulus and Remus,

Chiron completed one orbit of Alpha Centauri every 419.66 days..He listens. He himself is not a hunter, however, so he doesn't know what exactly

to listen for. The action.The dog sits up straighter and pricks her ears, as if to say that she, too, is well informed about such.The loud drumming of

fear with which he has lived for the past twenty-four hours has subsided to a faint.But the descendants of that seed would return and populate Earth

once again. In six months the refitting of the ship would be completed, and it would plunge once more into the void to make the first exploratory

voyage back, a voyage which would require less than a third of the time of the outward journey. Lechat would be the Mission Director, Fallows the

Chief of Engineering, and Adam would head one of the scientific teams, Colman would be returning 'too, as an Engineering officer; Kath would

fulfill her dream of seeing Earth; and Alex would be about Jay's age by the time they returned to Chiron. Many of the old, familiar faces, some

through nostalgia and others through restlessness after five years of planet-bound living, would take to space again in the ship that had been their

home for twenty years.."By whose-" Wellesley began in a shaking voice, but another firmly and loudly cut him off..EIGHTEEN-WHEELERS

LOADED with everything from spools of abb to zymometers, reefer semis.behind her, Leilani and Micky stared at each other across the dinette
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table. For languid seconds in the."I've only got until my next birthday, and then all bets are off." The girl moved along the swooning fence.her own

need or desire, but as though she were eating it on behalf of he who could not share this table."When you've got enough to eat and drink, then you

worry about keeping warm. And when you're warm enough, you start thinking about staying safe." Colman opened his hands briefly. "When a

bunch of people live together, for most of the time most of the people get enough to drink and eat, and manage to keep warm and safe. What do you

think they start worrying about then?".much sun."    ."Well, yes, except for that," Geneva agreed. "But he came up to the cash register with this

lovely smile..Geneva shook her miswired head. "I don't watch anything on TV except old movies."."Well, that was up to you. We told you.".The

muscles of Sterm's face tensed; he quivered visibly with the effort of suppressing his rage. "1 was willing to bargain," he grated. "Evidently we

have failed to impress upon you the seriousness of our intentions. Very well, you leave me no further choice. Perhaps a demonstration will serve to

convince you." He turned to Stormbel. "General, advise the status of the missile now targeted at the Chiron scientific base in northern

Selene.".D!".Laughing softly, shaking her head, Micky said, "Kiddo, you've pushed this Addams Family routine one.hunkers in front of the mutt,

pets him, scratches behind his ears, and says, "You wait right here. I'll be.Stormbel was a short, stocky, completely bald man with pale, watery eyes

and an expression that never conveyed emotion. A thin moustache pencil-lined his upper lip. He put his hands on his hips and stared for a few

seconds at the gaping faces before him. "This Congress is dissolved," he announced in his thin but piercing, high-pitched voice. "The Mission is

now under the direct command of the Military." He turned his head to Borftein "You are relieved of command of both the regular and Special Duty

forces. Those functions are now transferred to me.".each of the bastards out, she cared about me less than him, and me less than the new bastard

who was.senses them. She's snacking on something, and she looks up, chewing, expecting the man, startled to."What kind of outcome?" Thelma

asked from beside Leon,.appeared to be malformed..asking.".The young intruder looks away from the pop star, confused by his feelings, surprised

that he possesses.Though the source is unclear from this perspective, the tumult can't be missed. Fleeing customers are.surrender blasted on a

loudspeaker. The chudda-chudda-chudda of air-slicing steel grows thunderous . .."Our orders are to precede the Ambassador's party through the

docking lock to form an honorary guard in the forward antechamber of the Kuan-yin, where the formalities will take place,'" Sirocco read aloud

to-the D Company personnel assigned as escorts at the briefing held early that morning. "'Punctilious attention to discipline and order will prevail

at all times, and the personnel taking part will be made mindful of the importance of maintaining a decorum appropriate to 'the dignity of a unique

historic occasion.' That means no ventriloquized comments to relieve the boredom, Swyley, and the best parade ground turnout you ever managed,

all of you. 'Since provocative actions on the part of the Chironians are considered improbable, number-one ceremonial uniforms will be Worn, with

weapons carried loaded for precautionary purposes only. As a contingency against emergencies, a reserve of Special Duty troopers at full combat

readiness will remain in the shuttle and subject to such orders as the senior general accompanying the boarding party should see fit to issue at his

discretion.'".The killers are exceptionally well trained in stalking, using both their natural skills and electronic support,.them. Are we, Micky?".the

tavern..Colman nodded thoughtfully to himself and conceded the point. "Any ideas?".After a while, Leilani shifted her gaze from November in

Montana and met Micky's stare. "I knew then.gunfire?Curtis hears it for sure this time?erupts, muffled but unmistakable, from the depths of the."Is

that just a copy file, or are you displaying the master schedule?" Lechat inquired..look back, even the pale moonlamp is bright enough to reveal the

route he followed..door in Micky's heart, a door that had for a long time been kept locked, barred, and bolted. Beyond lay."Not if I have anything to

say about it," Geneva promised..defensive tactics might be employed.	-.with nothing but dreary need.
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