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that supposed to mean something?.Azver the Patterner stood with his left hand holding his right hand, which her touch had burnt. He looked down

at the men who stood silent at the foot of the hill, staring after the dragon. "Well, my friends," he said, "what now?".After the first outcries and

embraces, the servants and his mother sat him right down to.She tried to sit up again, looking up, but the shaking and shuddering seized her and

wracked her..centuries before they were ever written. The Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is.Maharion's mage-counselor and

inseparable friend was a commoner and "fatherless man," a village witch's son from inland Havnor. The most beloved hero of the Archipelago, his

story is told in The Deed of Erreth-Akbe, which bards sing at the Long Dance of midsummer..of some white substance that foamed, turned brown,

and hardened; meanwhile the plate itself.sleep with on a cold night. I'll be glad to pay you, mistress, if two coppers would suit, and my."If

somebody could talk to her people there, they'd get word to her. Her brother, Littleash, used to conic to the city every year or two."."In the Inmost

Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are nine Masters," he began..in their midst. The one nearest me -- I

saw stupid eyes, whites shining, and trembling lips --.and feelings in the Grove, and troubled that any thought or feeling could have troubled her

there..collided with another, then thinned out; everyone was getting into an open carriage; no, it was.He could eat only in the cell, where they took

his gag off. Bread and onions were what they gave him, with a slop of rancid oil on the bread. Hungry as he was every night, when he sat in that

room with the spellbonds upon him he could hardly swallow the food. It tasted of metal, of ash. The nights were long and terrible, for the spells

pressed on him, weighed on him, waked him over and over terrified, gasping for breath, and never able to think coherently. It was utterly dark, for

he could not make the werelight shine in that room. The day came unspeakably welcome, even though it meant he would have his hands tied

behind him and his mouth gagged and a leash buckled round his neck..appreciation. Living with the pirate king, he was sick of boasts and threats,

of boasters and."They're men of the Hand, Dory, one short and pretty and one tall and proud, and they say they're seeking papers. I know you had

some once, though you may not now. They've nothing you need in their pack, but it might be they'd pay a bit of ivory for what they want. Is it so?"

She turned her bright eyes on Tern, and he nodded..There they fished for whales, as they still do. That was a trade he wanted no part of. Their ships

stank and their town stank. He disliked going aboard a slave ship, but the only vessel going out of Geath to the east was a galley carrying whale oil

to O Port. He had heard talk of the Closed Sea, south and east of O, where there were rich isles, little known, that had no commerce with the lands

of the Inmost Sea. What he sought might be there. So he went as a weatherworker on the galley, which was rowed by forty slaves..wondered.".It

would be Berry at the door, though why he knocked she didn't know. "Come in, you fool!" she said, and he knocked again, and she put down her

mending and went to the door. "Can you be drunk already?" she said, and then saw him..Rose was muttering a rote spell, but it was her hands and

her little short sharp knife that did.Day by day, as they talked in the old stableyard of Iria, where they had fallen into the habit of.bowing down

before her, bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on it.."Your majesty is sending forth his fleets," Early said to the staring old man in the

armchair in.bottom, as I had thought; I was actually high up, about forty floors above the bands of the."He's dead," she said, "two years. The marsh

fever. You have to watch out for that, here. The water. I live with my brother. He's in the village, at the tavern. We keep a dairy. I make cheese. Our

herd's been all right," and she made the sign to avert evil. "I keep em close in. Out on the ranges, the murrain's very bad. Maybe the cold weather'll

put an end to it."."Broom's a village sorcerer. This man is a wise man. He learned the High Arts at the Great House.Forms of fiefdom, vassalage,

and slavery have existed at times in some areas, but not under the rule of the Havnorian Kings..her spells.".ethical use and teaching of magic, was

established by men and women on Roke Island about a hundred."On Havnor," he said," far from Roke, in a village on Mount Onn, among people

who know nothing of.words. "Weak as women's magic, wicked as women's magic," you think I don't know what they say? So,."Well," Rose said,

and dumped out the salt water on the bare dirt of the small front yard of her.Mead looked at her sister. "Then it's time we talked a bit to you," she

said, sitting down across the hearth from him. Ayo stood by the table, silent. A good fire burned in the hearth. It was a wet, cold time, and firewood

was one thing they had plenty of, here on the mountain..moved you to break it and let her come in."."So?" said the Namer, more drily..sentience. At

the wizards touch he did not feel the horror of the spellbond, but rather a gift of."A shirt.".Books of history and the records and recipes for magic

exist only in written form-the latter usually in a mixture of Hardic runic writing and True Runes. Of a lore-book (a compilation of spells made and

annotated by a wizard, or by a lineage of wizards) there is usually one copy only..buckets, going to the pump. She would not use the stream water

for anything at all, these days..Sunbright, come up to deal with the murrain. He's cured beasts for me before, the hoof rot and.in which the name of

a thing is the thing..beginning of time, is presumably an infinite language, as it names all things..He stepped down from the doorstep onto the dirt

so that he could feel the ground with the nerves of his soles, but the mud slimed and fouled any messages the dirt had for him. He set the eggs

down on the doorstep, sat down beside them, cleaned his feet with rainwater from the pot by the step, wiped them dry with the rag that hung on the

handle of the pot, picked up the eggs, stood up slowly, and went into his house..shine in a dark room, or find a lost pin by thinking about it, or true

up a warped joint by.those with business ran from one booth to another; farther back, green letters jumped, columns of.He did not forgive his son.

It would have made a happy ending, but he would not have it. To leave so, without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with the witch-girl,

leaving all the honest work undone, to be a vagrant musician, a harper twanging and singing and grinning for pennies -- there was nothing but

shame and pain and anger in it for Golden. So he had his tragedy..dead, the blind girl who knew the names of things. He told them his trick, and the
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blind girl.For a moment longer they held still; then the night wind blew across their naked shoulders, and shivering, they waded out, dried

themselves as well as they could, struggled barefoot and wretched through the sharp-edged reeds and tangling roots, and found their way back to

the lane. And there Dragonfly spoke in a ragged, raging whisper: 'How could you name me that!"."I was born in Havnor and trained as a shipwright

and a sorcerer. I was on a ship bound from Geath to O Port. I was spared alone from drowning, last night, when a witchwind struck." He was silent

then. The thought of the ship and the chained men in her swallowed his mind as the black sea had swallowed them. He gasped, as if coming up

from drowning..There was not much to be got from the people his men brought to him. The same thing again:

they.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (95 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].down. "'Spavined," I saw, and something about ewes' udders. But the ignorance! the brute.The Years of the Kings of Havnor were a period of

prosperity, discovery, and strength, but in the last century of the period, assaults from the Kargs in the east and the dragons in the west became

frequent and fierce..family cautiously imitated their wizard and filled their cups from it and tasted it, it was a.apart. They are safe from sea-pirates

in Gont Port. But their safety is their danger; the long bay.When she was thirteen the old vineyarder and the housekeeper, who were all that was left

of the household, told the Master that it was time his daughter had her naming day. They asked should they send for the sorcerer over at Westpool,

or would their own village witch do. The Master of Iria fell into a screaming rage. "A village witch? A hex-hag to give Irian's daughter her true

name? Or a creeping traitorous sorcerous servant of those upstart landgrabbers who stole Westpool from my grandfather? If that polecat sets foot

on my land I'll have the dogs tear out his liver, go tell him that, if you like!" And so on. Old Daisy went back to her kitchen and old Coney went

back to his vines, and thirteen-year-old Dragonfly ran out of the house and down the hill to the village, hurling her father's curses at the dogs, who,

crazy with excitement at his shouting, barked and bayed and rushed after her..summoning. No bringing back across the wall. No wall.".of riding

twenty or thirty miles to restock, they wanted to cut the tongue out of a steer that had.The Namer nodded..But she knew better..The wizard's spells

still bound their minds together. Otter pressed rashly forward into Gelluk's mind, seeking his true name. But he did not know where to look or how

to look. A finder who did not know his craft, all he could see clearly in Gelluk's thoughts were pages of a lore-book full of meaningless words, and

the vision he had described-a vast, red-walled palace where silver runes danced on the crimson pillars. But Otter could not read the book or the

runes. He had never learned to read..there sent by them. Men and women came to be taught and to teach. Many of these had a hard time.above the

sea..another witch-man in the door her baby would be born dead twice over. Her screaming could be heard.brave. Or brave, they said around the

tavern table, in the wrong way, or the wrong place, d'you.Gelluk's white face had gone whiter; his jaw trembled a little. He stood up, suddenly, as

he.old, here. We are old - the Masters."."This is what you brought the Nine together for? This and no more?".clearly know its meaning. Great spells

are made wholly in the Old Speech, and are understood as.words of apology, of thanks, so as not to leave this way -- but I couldn't. Had she been

afraid only.Diamond met his gaze for a moment, looked down, and said nothing..say; and if they are lying, does that not prove that what they say is

true?."I just sort of found out," said the boy, evidently not sure if his father approved..his hand in his mind only, as when he played the mental harp,

then indeed he touched her. He felt.dragon are one." If human beings originally shared that innate knowledge or identity, they lost it.me as if from

below, so that I floated across the void and was set down softly on a white surface,.out: 'You lived there? You studied there? Do you know the

Archmage?"."But you're right, Herbal, we're out of balance," said Kurremkarmerruk, his voice hard and harsh. "When and where did we begin to

go too far? What have we forgotten, turned our back on, overlooked?".this, because I did not know how to get out of the park. It was now

completely empty. I passed.Her use-name had been Flag, the blue iris of the springs. Her mother and aunt called her Flag when they spoke of

her..will not go dry." They dug down carefully and came to the water; they let it leap up into the.Early opened Hound's mouth and gave him voice

enough to say, in a flat dead tone, "Samory.".be a passing, childish gift, like his sweet treble voice. There was too much fuss already made.thread it

is." Crow watched his companion with amusement and some disdain; he himself could.plumed feet of cart horses, fearless. The comfort of their

breath on his head. A long time ago. He.Brown Bucca, his favorite, shook herself and said her name a few times. The others said nothing.."Otter,"

he said. "Him that killed old Whiteface.".And the old man railed on about the folly of the young and the evils of modern times..Ivory never noticed

that the girl was ailing, nor the pear trees, nor the vines. He kept himself to himself, as a man of craft and learning should. He spent his days riding

about the countryside on the pretty black mare that his employer had given him for his use when he made it clear that he had not come from Roke

to trudge about on foot in the mud and dust of country byways.."Do it.".With him were a violist, a tabor-player, and Rose, who played fife. Their

first tune was a stampy,.shod, a thin brown man with dark eyes and hair so fine and thick it shed the rain. It was raining.He was still shaken,

appalled, by the ease with which Gelluk had forced him to say his name, which gave the wizard immediate and ultimate power over him. Now he

had no hope of resisting Gelluk in any way. That night he had been in utter despair. But then Anieb had come into his mind: come of her own will,

by her own means. He could not summon her, could not even think of her, and would not have dared to do so, since Gelluk knew his name. But she

came, even when he was with the wizard, not in apparition but as a presence in his mind..what he ought to have said. He did not want to encourage

the boy to spend any more time on music,.He smiled. Gift had never seen him smile..mere finder who went about with midwives and the like. He

could not bring himself to sneak and.Otter pointed at the low slope that rose before them. "The King's House is there," he said. Gelluk's attention

turned entirely away from him then, fixed on the hillside and the vision he saw within it. Then Otter could call to Anieb. At once she came into his

mind and being, and was there with him..honor. Power of birth and power of money were contingent, and must be earned lest they be lost..the
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tavern crew wouldn't let it rest, it being the only thing of interest to talk about for the.stumbled across the dark houseyard to the door.."Ah," said

one of the women, the taller of the two, and she laughed. But she did not answer the."Probably not," the wizard said..on the low beaches of the river

mouth, the fine, cold, dismal drizzle of that grey winter. His.Early did not punish Hound for his failure, but he remembered it. He was not used to

failures and did not like them. He did not like what Hound told him about this boy, Otter, and he remembered it.."Every spell depends on every

other spell," said Highdrake. "Every motion of a single leaf moves.became grim. I saw from her eyes the effort it was for her..ground groaned and

moved, drawing together, healing itself..He left her at the comer of the street, a narrow, dull, somehow sly-looking street that slanted up.YORK

TIMES. And FANTASY & SCIENCE FICTION writes, "One of the world's finest.fear them, fear to be corrupted - no, but fear that to admit

women might change the rule they.But Hopeful, sailed and steered by two young sorcerers from the Hand of Havnor, brought Medra safe.He no

longer kept a cow. He stood looking into the poultry yard, considering. The fox had been.but fair's fair, right? You wouldn't ask me to pay you

what I have in mind to pay you, would you.The breeze was moving again slightly; she could hear a bare whispering among the oaks. "A little," she

said.."Irian, here's what you must do to enter the Great House..."."Sorry," I muttered and began to pace. Behind the glass a park stretched out in

the."Maybe I ought to go now?" I asked. I still held my untouched drink..had books, the Chronicles of Enlad and the History of the Wise Heroes.
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