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death itself..but what "peculiar" thing had Harry noticed about him, and why had he moved out right after Harry was.bare, heading for the fateful

rendezvous . . ..afternoon the Company had refused to budge from its original offer of a flat five-percent raise and that.we have not, since their

essential meaning only dawns on us the second tune round.."Yes, I would. Thank you.".to put a price on the rest He did not bother to use the

production model but began at once to build.I raised my brows. "You've given up being hostess for yonr father?"."Let's go get them buried," he

said. She squeezed her eyes shut tight, forcing out tears, then nodded..Harry saw too many old private-eye movies on the late show. "It'll be a

while. I've got a client coming in hi a few minutes to pick up the poop on his wandering wife.".She shakes her head. "Just my pa." I guess I look

curious because she looks away and adds, "My mother died of tetanus right after I was born. It was a freak thing.".Crawford ran his hands through

his hair, wondering what to say. That possibility had been discussed,."We're in special circumstances, Lucy," Crawford explained. "Sure, I'd be all

for it if we were better off. But we can't be sure we can even provide for ourselves, much less a child. I say we can't afford children until we're

established."."Ah," said Jack, "the second question is easy to answer, but the first is not so simple. 1 am a prisoner here because a skinny grey man

stole a map from me and put me in the brig so I could not get it back from him. But why am I the Prince of the Far Rainbow? That is exactly the

question asked me a year ago today by a wizard so great and so old and so terrible that you and I need never worry about him. I answered him, 'I

am Prince because my father is King, and everyone knows I should be.' Then the wizard asked me, 'Why should you be Prince and not one of a

dozen others? Are you fit to rule, can you judge fairly, can you resist temptation?' I had no idea what he meant, and again I answered, 'I am Prince

because my father is King.' The wizard took a mirror and held it before me. 'What do you see?' he asked. 'I see myself, just as I should, the Prince

of the Far Rainbow,' said I. Then the wizard grew furious and struck the mirror into three pieces and cried, 'Not until you look into this mirror

whole again will you be Prince of the Far Rainbow, for a woman worthy of a prince is trapped behind the glass, and not till she is free can you rule

in your own land.' There was an explosion, and when I woke up, I was without my crown, lying dressed as you see me now in a green meadow. In

my pocket was a map that told me where all the pieces were hidden. Only it did not show me how to get back to the Far Rainbow. And still 1 do

not know how to get home."."Thank you, Winey, for the encouraging words. You always did know what it takes to buck a person up. By the way,

that other mission, the one where you were going to ride a meteorite down here to save our asses, that's scrubbed, too?".The Brewster ran heavily in

the red, but Birdie didn't mind. She had quite a bit of property in Westwood which ran very, very heavily in the black. She gave me an obscene leer

as I approached the desk, but her good eye twinkled..127.someone besides myself to talk to. It's only fair to warn you, though. I'm harder to get

along with than Mandy.".He gave me a cheerful, if slightly strained, smile. "Oh, sure. I'm all right I'll be fine in the morning.".Something came

around the end of the couch. It wasn't a cat. I thought it was a monkey, and then a."Neither one of those facts is so incredible compared to some of

the strange things in this world," said.sent a new wave of nausea through me and muffled my vision and hearing in black velvet..JAIN

SNOW.From Competition 13: Excerpts from myopic early sf novels."I don't mean that. Walk over to the bathroom door.".That made sense but

didn't answer his question. "When do yon write them?".63.Now, as the drums sounded in the distance, Nina slept Unmindful of the din, heedless of

his.and he worked up such a sweat that in all the cold he still had to take off his shirt. He worked so hard.reproduction. Think of all the human

beings who, for one slight flaw or another, can't have children ?a.the direction of the couple chained together on the blue settee..As if she had

broken a spell, the man spoke at last "I am but a man," he said. "A man who has.have to choose..they saw that the light was even stronger above

another ridge, and they did their best to climb it without.which disguises itself as cliche, that first novel whose beginning, alas, was never revised,

that gem of a.214.148.of their way and showed an orange belly.."Why do you look at me like that, senor? Is it not natural for a woman to bulge

when she carries a.?I?ll have to go around it then," said the grey man. But when he moved to the right, the unicorn.Marvin Kolodny responded with

a boyish grin and offered his hand. An American flag had been tattooed on his right forearm. On a scroll circling the flagpole was the following

inscription: Let's All Overthrow the United States Government by Force &."Alert all section leaders on the grid," Colman said to Driscoll. "And

open a channel to Blue One.".it almost halfway so that it was opened toward the mirror. But from where Amos and Jack were, they.a limited and

unchallenging range of choices (cold meats, canned goods, beer, Nabisco cookies) that he.The editor hereby makes grateful acknowledgment to the

following authors and authors? representatives for giving.269.carrying fluids of pale blue, pink, gold, and wine. Metal spigots from the Podkayne

had been inserted in.conversation.".married."."I don't have the faintest idea." He looked her straight in the eye as he said this. She almost didn't

bother to answer, but curiosity got the best of her..Q: In Sword & Sorcery Poker, what beats a full castle?."Like most of us these days, I would say

you're probably a little of each. Are you married, uh . . .".They sailed all that night and all the next day, and toward evening they pulled in to a

rocky shore.part of this body as you are. Hamstring me and we'll just both be cripples.".had come and they were once again at anchor beside the

dock. Moises grinned at him in weary triumph..slim and naked and dark. His hair was long and straight and came to his shoulders. The hunter

could not."Good evening," said Amos. "I'm exploring the ship and I have very little time. I have to be up at four o'clock in the morning. So can you

tell me what I must be sure to avoid because it would be so silly and uninteresting that I would learn nothing from it?"."Mm," said Madeline, not

unkindly. "It's odd you should put it like that; it's almost a definition of what I do for a living.".beautiful to be a noted personality, since there is

usually something a little idiosyncratic about each of.together at last. The two of them, and Robbie..cave by accident and meant nothing impolite.
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But the moon went down, so we had to stop climbing, and.license. It was blue, like his (a Temporary License), and, again like his, there was a

staple in the upper.Hinda stood at the door and raised her hand to shade her eyes. The last she saw of him was the flash of white tail as he sped off

into the woods..Nocturnal and Diurnal Animals, ROGER ZELAZNY.paused to scan them for comments. There were none. She stripped to her skin

and reached for the light..I became aware of the wind. It was blowing steadily up from the south. I could smell the sea in it. The Project swayed,

ever so slightly. But that was all right. The engineers had allowed for the wind. I'd felt it sway lots of tunes, and I was no stranger to the wind..The

arm the poker had hit gave away, dropping my head and shoulders onto the carpet The shock sent a new wave of nausea through me and muffled

my vision and hearing in black velvet..Scarlet wiped out the blues and greens. Amanda cried, "Let's see."."Mine's Ed," said the occupant of the

bentwood rocker, a young man of Barry's own age, build, and.day and see how his feet felt come quitting time. The bricklayer said that where he

came from the women.to the nearest speakeasy to celebrate, he took the subway home and spent the evening watching first a."No!" Amanda

jumped up, clutching her shawl around her with white-knuckled hands. "She'd only want to reintegrate me.".She laughed. "Wonderful. So that's

what you want us to do? Dig down there and warm the ice with.A: The Sands of Mars."You'll stay right here," Lang barked, "We know there's not

enough power in them to hurt the ship, but it could kill you if it hit you right. We stay right here until it goes off. The hell with the damage. And

shut that door, quick!".worthy of a prince either." Yet Amos found himself thinking of it anyway. "His lack of friendship for you.Satisfied, Brother

Hart sat down to eat. But Hinda was not hungry. She watched her brother for a.Amanda, too, seemed to think going to Gateside was more trouble

than she was worth, but I had my arguments ready. It was just a spectacular hour's ride away; the shopping was immeasurably better, including

warehouses of Stargate imports; and since the train ran until midnight, we could have dinner and go to the theater before coming back. That

persuaded her..Zorphwar! by Stan Dryer	59.landing, and provision had been made in the plans to lay the ship on its side in the event of a really

big.Mama Dolores put her hand to her mouth. "I forget?the little one, he is alone?".Upstart.him.".return.".destroyed without mercy. You, as Captain

of the Avenger, the great Terran warship, will range.the lid. He didn't see anything, so he lifted it further. When he still didn't see anything, he

opened it all the."You two are unbelievable," Barry said. "Do you honestly think rd sell you my endorsements?.misapprehensions on the part of the

public. Some people, for instance, pant for clones because they think.including non-fiction material from F&SF's regular departments. The aim is to

provide readers of these.immune to the inevitable despair of the castaway. Ralston in his laboratory was the picture of carefree.blowing away. "It is

so high and so cold up there that you will never reach it," said the Wind. "Even the.particularly surprised when the argument between the bricklayer

and the brickmaker resumed where it.A: Hellstrom's Hive.Smith's hair got whiter and thinner. Before the 1992 Crash, he made heavy contributions

to the International Red Cross and to volunteer organizations in Europe, Asia and Africa. He got drunk periodically, but always alone. From 1993

to 1996 he stopped reading the newspapers..Birdie Pawlowicz was a fat, slovenly old broad somewhere between forty and two hundred. She was

blind in her right eye and wore a black felt patch over it. She claimed she had lost the eye in a fight with a Creole whore over a riverboat gambler. I

believed her. She ran the Brewster Hotel the way Florence Nightingale must have run that stinking army hospital in the Crimea. Her tenants were

the.Someone entered the room. He stood leaning against the doorframe, looking at me with sleepy eyes..her otherwise rather plain face, giving her

the look of a Renaissance Madonna and adding nostalgic.phone call and what I'd found..virtually the same position they had started: no romantic

entanglements firmly established. But they knew.Johnny took the news of his impending stardom with total unconcern. He moved to the couch and

sat down, yawning. "Detweiler? Don't think I ever laid eyes on the man. What'd he do?".Jain flings her arms wide. Her back impossibly arches..He

looked at me with an expression I'd never seen before, and I knew why Lorraine said he had a.He laughed and almost dropped his coffee cup. "I

don't think Roy can talk.".This is Alpertron, Ltd.'s, own chartered jet, flying at 37,000 feet above western Kansas. Stella and Jain are sitting across

the aisle from me. It's a long Sight and there's been a lull in the usually boisterous flight conversation. Jain flips through a current Neiman-Marcus

catalogue; exclusive mail-order listings are her present passion,."I wonder if he's at home," whispered Jack.."Ideas . . ." he said, in a slow,

deliberate manner, as though each word had to be weighed on a scale."Like hell! Like bloody God-damned hell! Where are they? What makes them

think they have the right, the right, to claim the whole damned universe for themselves?" The captain's voice is going up the scale, becoming a

shriek, and filled though I am with terror of the Sreen, I am also caught up in fierce admiration for my superior officer. He may be a suicidal fool to

refuse to accept the situation, but there is passion in his foolishness, and it is an infectious passion. "How dare they treat us this way? What do they

mean, ordering us to go home and stay there because they own the universe?".listener and nothing more..Nolan struck her on the cheek. It wasn't

more than a slap, and she couldn't have been hurt But."Pretty slim. Mostly the air problem. The people I've read about never sank so low that they

had to.An Ace Book by Arrangement with Doubleday, Inc.."A book." Jain holds up the book so she can see..Thomas M. Dixh."I have an idea on

that," McKillian said. 'Tve had it in mind to do some studies around the dome to see if the altered moisture content we've been creating here had

any effect on the spores hi the soil. See, we've been here nine days, spouting out water vapor, carbon.Congreve's voice warmed to his theme, and

his manner became more urgent and persuasive. "Developments in genetic engineering and embryology make it possible to store human genetic

information in electronic form in the' ship's computers. For a small penalty in space and weight requirements, the ship's inventory could be

expanded to include everything necessary to create and nurture a first generation of, perhaps, several hundred fully human embryos once a world is

found which meets the requirements of the preliminary surface and atmospheric tests. They could be raised and tended by special-purpose robots

that would have available to them as much of the knowledge and history of our culture as can be programmed into the ship'~ computers. All the
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resources needed to set up and support an advanced society would come from the planet itself. Thus, while the first generation was being raised

through infancy in orbit, other machines would establish metals- and materials-processing facilities, manufacturing plants, farms, transportation

systems, and bases suitable for occupation. Within a few generations a thriving colony could be expected to have established itself, and regardless

of what happens here the human race would have survived. The appeal of this approach is that, if the commitment was made now, the changes

involved could be worked into the existing schedule for SP3, and launch could still take place in five years as projected.'.Selene managed their dual

existence, but because neither personality gave interviews on the subject, it."Gone?" I sat bolt upright. A wave of dizziness knocked me fiat again.

"How can she be gone?".I heard the typewriter stop ticking and the scrape of a chair being scooted back. I didn't hear.Tm not disturbing you, am I?

I heard the typewriter." The room was indeed identical to mine, though it looked a hundred per cent more livable. I couldn't put my finger on what

he had done to it to make it that way. Maybe it was just the senudarkness. He had the curtains tightly closed and one lamp lit beside the

typewriter.."I think I see you." The enormity of it was just striking him. He kept his voice under tight control, as his officers rushed up around him,

and managed not to stammer. "Are you well? Is there anything we can do?".around, clicking his tongue softly. His eyes caught on something at the

end of the couch. He smiled. At.And he had had time to think about the problem of whom to save. He went straight to Lou Prager
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