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CHRONICLE OF THE CONQUEST OF GRANADA FROM THE MSS OF FRAY ANTONIO AGAPIDA
? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif

dcccxlv.When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And

they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you

from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie

against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till

he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had

wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the

case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian,"

replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).Sitt el Milah,

Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove

My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and

bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her

on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved

to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I

would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's

lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this

before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of

the poet in the following verses:.Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah,

that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the

door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said

to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the

Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to

the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered,

saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then

said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..Then I bought of the best and

finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts

from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him

with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my

story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of

that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..? ? ?

? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE

RESTORED TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.50.

El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live,

that we may hope again thy sight?".11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).The Tenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? How many a

bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.? ? ? ? ? k. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife

dccccvii.When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he

commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of

King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We

went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith;

wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the

king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas,

"hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a

thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the

king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and

with us.".? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,."If it

must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.74. The Simpleton and the Sharper

ccclxxxviii.Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from

the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote
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thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.128. The Ferryman of the Nile and the Hermit

cccclxxix.Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but

the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go

to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion

on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to

death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.Then said El Aziz to the King of

Baghdad, "I would fain speak a word to thee; but do thou not exclude from us those who are present. If thou consent unto my wish, that which is

ours shall be thine and that which is incumbent on thee shall be incumbent on us, (121) and we will be to thee a mighty aid against all enemies and

opposites." Quoth Ins ben Cais, "Say what thou wilt, O King, for indeed thou excellest in speech and attainest [the mark] in that which them sayest"

So El Aziz said to him," I desire that thou give thy daughter Mariyeh in marriage to my son El Abbas, for thou knowest that wherewithal he is

gifted of beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and how he beareth himself in the frequentation of the valiant and his constancy in the

stead of smiting and thrusting." "By Allah, O king," answered Ins ben Cais, "of my love for Mariyeh, I have appointed her disposal to be in her

own hand; wherefore, whomsoever she chooseth of the folk, I will marry her to him.".When the prince came before him, he sought of him his

daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince

pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore.

Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then

he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in

whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to

decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the prince had with him was spent and his company died and there

abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the

servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..? ? ? ? ?

Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..If I must die, then

welcome death to heal, iii. 23..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of

friends is troubled aye..30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray, iii.

31..When the king heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to

have patience and hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to

his own house; so he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor

ever the soul can absent be..When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him,

whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and

returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her

affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..?

? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..? ? ? ?

? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters, Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i. 230..70.

Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade

admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and

the day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the

bath is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there

remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who

had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and

lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath,

wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness

of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they

might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning,

he acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the

king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and

going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the

merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday

draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof

of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch

him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE UNFINISHED CALCUTTA (1814-18)
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EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE

NIGHT..THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the

Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And

indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled

together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one

accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not

[of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered,

saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the

other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city

and made himself king..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her

heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her

eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my

lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised

her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat

talking till a third part of the night was past..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.My heart will never credit that I am far

from thee, ii. 275..? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of long estrangement sighed..So he did

this, and when it was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it would give way with him. Then he

sent to him and summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So he entered in thereat,

alone, and when he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting

him with stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make

no motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the sea in the middle of the

night. When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors

and they took him up..79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed

he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to

following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his

mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the

consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the

age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell between

them.".Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have

entered; but the chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him

sitting in the midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he

bade one of the damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So

she came forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following

verses:.The Ninth Day.On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not

pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she

hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I

accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this

and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover,

she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him,

'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth

dress and in the sixth, which was green. Indeed, she overpassed with her loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the

brightness of her countenance, the full moon at its rising; for she was even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.119. The Shipwrecked

Woman and her Child cccclxvi.The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance,

quit of care and woe..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My severance to bewail in torment and dismay..When El Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he

said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the things that had occurred to my

mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was

the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and loveliness and brightness and

perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O

Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure to the land of Yemen."

Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? g. King
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Bihkerd cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the

hope of union some whit my strength sustain..This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop."

Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein;

whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop,

took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come

to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he

kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I

come from Yemen.".Now there remained one after her; so we took her and drowned her and the eunuchs went away, whilst we dropped down the

river with the boat till we came to the mouth of the canal, where I saw my mistress awaiting me. So we took her up into the boat and returned to our

pavilion on Er Rauzeh. Then I rewarded the boatman and he took his boat and went away; whereupon quoth she to me, "Thou art indeed a friend in

need." (189) And I abode with her some days; but the shock wrought upon her so that she sickened and fell to wasting away and redoubled in

languishment and weakness till she died. I mourned for her with an exceeding mourning and buried her; after which I removed all that was in the

pavilion to my own house [and abandoned the former]..On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of

displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad

went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company of his beloved and the hearts of

the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground before them; wherefore they

thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees

and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses

of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his brother..THE TWO KINGS AND THE

VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..On this

wise she abode a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood and watched for him one day at the door of her

chamber and straining him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out came the master of the king's household and

seeing her embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the

king,' whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the

matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?' asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder

youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun; for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and

she was standing, watching; [and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him and kissed him on his cheek.'.26. Nimeh ben er Rebya

and Num his Slave-girl di.? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair

fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story

cix.Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber, indeed,

for ever my wakeful lids would flee..So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and

followed his master, till he reached the palace, what while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the

Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this

young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in

attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him

in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this

coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who

came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to

him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say

to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place,

let down a curtain before himself and slept..All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well

done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night

waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess

of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe

broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his

beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she

improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me,

heigho!.The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his boon-companions, by name Ishac

ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the lute; and of the

Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the
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arts of lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade

her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..So the vizier went in to

his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my father,' answered she 'I desire not a

husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than he, so he may not turn to other than

myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl and a serving-woman.' So the

vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire and love-liking for her and

said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again betook himself to his

daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him what she said, and he

was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee;

so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is

become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and

bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she

was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and

she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell

a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then

she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following

verses:.So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el

Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in

plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to

her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's]

house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching

for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.'

When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell

to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?'

Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my

way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and

buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the

issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light

upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..There was once in the city of

Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to the lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went

forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute

and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him.

So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him

what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute

and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh

and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the

city and thine affairs will prosper.'.Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou

Nuwas, they rose to do him worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer

himself came up to them with two chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the

slave-girl, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell

down over her face, seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full

moon breaking forth from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with

comely shape and day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not,

[and was] even as saith of her the poet:.? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with

trouble and affright..The Twenty-First Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast

wasted me away with rigour and despite..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we

twain!.Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By

Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the

forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway

transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring
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of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick,

clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her

goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..It is said

that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate,

enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So

he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was

on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person

to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and

brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).When

it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story, "Hearkening and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king,

that.? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..KING SHAH BEKHT

AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..The Ninth Night of the Month..?OF THE APPOINTED TERM,

(128) WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE ADVANCED..So we abode

there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a

month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it

out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the

last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode

in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much

[love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy

and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the

cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that

I do with them?" And she answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the

transgressor transgressed against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us."

So she gave [her officers] commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for

the slaughter of my father." Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him

there without victual or water]; and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and

thirst in the desert; but, if there be no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ?

Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his

head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again

will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from

Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for

that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his

words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of

the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he

taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and

servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou

conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in

rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen

short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".So saying, he spat in her face and went out

from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer, knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled

herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If

an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some

days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself],

'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not

suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into

the affair..So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of ornaments and

the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking along with

coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down thereat,

under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and

she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my symmetry.
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Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me and say that

I am humpbacked?".38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour ccv.The master of police held his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of

the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it

descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing

around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of

him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are

not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of police held his hand from him also, saying,

"Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a

boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..Now it was the enemy's wont,

at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the

end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term

was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the

winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole,

he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding

upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he

came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been

imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..? ? ? ? ? None, by

Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..When Sindbad the Sailor

had made an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How now, my brother! Hast ever in

the world heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I have suffered of afflictions or

undergone that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of that which I have undergone

of travail and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou hast indeed suffered

grievous perils and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy delights and put

away from thee [the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and accomplish thy days

in pleasance until the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..? ? ? ? ?

Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..'It is told of a

certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought

him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the

robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him,

"Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide

[that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the

traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take

it.".? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..? ? ? ? ? "Forget him,"

quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".When the Khalif heard this, her speech

pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book

and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion,

such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.There was

once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars;

whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor

did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such

a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of

the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days'

delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he

went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the

fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway

clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..The old woman returned

to the man and told him what the damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of her beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife, and when

he went in to her, he loved her and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a great while, till one day he questioned her of the cause of a mark

(13) he espied on her body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my mother told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What was that?'

asked he, and she answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to me one night of the nights of the winter and despatched a hired man, who was
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with us, in quest of fire for her. He was absent a little while and presently returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother saw this,

affliction overcame her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed up my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom belong

might and majesty), the wound healed up.".Queen Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is

none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.ER RESHID AND THE

BARMECIDES. (152).71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.14. Khelif the

Fisherman (227) cccxxi.Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his

head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the

stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive

a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel

and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get

thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the

old woman went out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.Therewithal, O

my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the

kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it

chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he recovered and became whole and strong;

wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So

the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought

thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the

choice.".The Fourth Day..End of Volume I.
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