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149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his
hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing
the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him hurt, but
found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that the
Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had presented
himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they counselled him to
send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for
him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a company of the
vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that which they
promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the [ensuing]
month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife
by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he
turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no
knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O
vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in
another..Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252.."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater
and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his friends said to
him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee: be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have arms and wealth and
men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy wealth and thine arms
and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and got
the victory over him and his trust in other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings,
said to him, 'I come to thee and lay hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.? ? ? ? ? Yet, an
thou wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair
woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench
before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name."
Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven
and where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El
Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return
unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth
her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.? ? ? ? ?
Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..Meanwhile, the youth her master
abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and
knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys
followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth,
met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his
case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for
thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind
waxes, the morning draweth near; A plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..On this wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the
vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus]
shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the sharper and the merchants.".? ? ? ? ?
Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief cccxcviii.Then he called for a chest and bringing out thence a
necklace of Greek handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with pearls and jewels and inwrought with red
gold, and joined thereto two caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein
were divers figures and semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for joy and she went forth from his presence
and returned to her mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she had seen of El Abbas and that which was with him of
servants and attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which was with her..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be
God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to
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boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And
thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me."
(32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn
took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all
that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the
wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that
which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly
entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.Galen heard that which he
avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of
the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not
sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21)
the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would
answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion
nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).No good's in
life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole), i. 28..65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl at School ccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of
God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and
Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad,
meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath
despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the
Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head,
weeping..Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and
bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off
with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath
been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all
honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou
shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.7. Story of the Hunchback ci.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I
trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.The Eleventh Day..129. The King of the Island
cccclxxix.Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii. 255..Next morning, up came the Cadi,
with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and
said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why
dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on
my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy
side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and
trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars.
By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".104. El Amin and his
Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the
story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said, "Know, O king of the age, that.Now the
liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was
versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground
and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the
people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall
delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger
youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou
shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a
son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled
in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and
take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she
was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods
and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the
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woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city
assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense
[of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of
alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man,
saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.Now he had with him nought
wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins
came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your
protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good
heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon
him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity."
"Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service
in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and
cleaning out the place..Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from
mine eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter
than clear cold water and more sweet..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day
As of my life I do not reckon aye;.On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking
and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which
(quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then
said he,.Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a
sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him
upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance
upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose
and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite
hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed.."When I returned from my fifth
voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and
afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the
goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout
ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands
and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls
and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst
not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God
(to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered,
saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook
persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother
cliv.96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind ccccv.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with
me and suing for my sight!.When the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile
you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered
they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him
with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him
amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..As for the man, he committed his affair to God the Most High,
relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves from himself and rising, saw great plenty
of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he
marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning neither to the right nor to the left, in
his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day appeared and he was rested from his
fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the gold.".When the night darkened on
her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she abode days and nights, till she sickened and
abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead
without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death." Therewithal he went out from her, sore
concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his
friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and these three days she hath neither eaten nor
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drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on it before my death.'" Quoth the draper,
"Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention his name to her and avouch to her that
he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck
not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning
her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee
alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..Wife, The
Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter
Rose- in-bud cccxli.The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a
banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were
present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the
blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm
shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and
abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder
whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is
this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the
head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh
knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his
foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by
Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against
morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and
delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he
respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances
of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So
he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the
tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once
commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he
should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering from side to side, and on them signs of
[intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who are ye that ye transgress the
commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the youths, "I am the son of him
to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come to him in their own despite,
abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden,
(206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned,
he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise,
the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.'
So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and
surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the
guards..? ? ? ? ? And all the desert spaces devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still Aamir giveth ear..Now, by the ordinance of
God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of
merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of
brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled
be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves
took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should
rear him..89. Firous and his Wife dclxxv.Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward
and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened
the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.When came the
night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience,"
replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a right
goodly story I heard at a wedding..? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us
for rain. (65).? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..Two Kings and the Vizier's
Daughters, The, iii. 145.Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him
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to death; but the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me
leave to go to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had
compassion on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put
him to death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.So Es Shisban drank off the
cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed
with great pearls and rubies and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the
cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this
pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she
improvised and sang the following verses:.The Twentieth Night of the Month..1. The Merchant and the Genie i.There was once a man of
Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the
care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well.
Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and
questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked
upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he
besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he
importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the
land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their
master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom
he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his
heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his
room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the
Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my
cheeks and to my soul,.? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims
throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen,
her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to
him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a
match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with
the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.When the king heard this from
his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his empire. Then he
betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him and going down
himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he carried him [and his
suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of juniper- wood, set
with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter four-and-twenty head
of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor was it long before the
meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables were removed and the
wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with girdles of gold about
their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade fetch the musicians;
so there presented themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon instruments of music, on such
wise that they moved the assembly to delight..130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.As for the eunuch, the chamberlain,
who had counselled King Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to the desert [and there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous
dress of honour and said to him, "The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in favour and set in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well,
and a man is still requited according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested him with the governance of one of the provinces of his empire.
Know, therefore, O king," continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited therewith and he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not
the issue of his affair. And I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He will show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory
over enemies and enviers.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.? ? ? ? ? And I to you
swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise,
though my spirit should long for the fare;.After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the
stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when she came before the
Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their
salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked
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the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to
her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he
shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them,
"Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered
they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came
out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently,
so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades
and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they
heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that
she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she
contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a
trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.Were not the darkness still in gender masculine, iii.
193..Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and
when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord
the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them,
'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be
present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of
experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee
see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the
assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..By
Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..I marvelled at her words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she
answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el
Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would fain contrive for the attainment of my
wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be accomplished but by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a
stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the street wherein is the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the
round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are with thee of the police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and
ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon do thou question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am
of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the town,] to do an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh
gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not whither I should go this night Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its
ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against break of day.' When I say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will
have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave her with one who will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most
fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with his family and children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the
Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house, without inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said
to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor.They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king
and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from
this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest
into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save
thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief];
but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.The prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves
had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the
money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they
wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their
dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from
them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced
(130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him
awhile; then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O
Commander of the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be
cut off and her mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her
frowardness." And she gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and
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ordered her an eunuch to attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more.
So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and
the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and
what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon
them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a
shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a
coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it
was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the
other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her,
came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an
old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none
gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every
heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and donning devotee's apparel, fared on
without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out of season. Presently, she saw a man,
whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems for him and
delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free, he accosted her and besought her to go
with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When the night darkened on him, his soul
prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required her [of love]; but she repelled him
and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and how she had delivered him from
beating and humiliation..Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the
citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the
[other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased
not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night,
and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over
walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his
night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his
case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him
and brought him off alive..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the
Tigris, and none might make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents,
the guards and servants came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his
coming. So he issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal
pavilion and when they had seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my
son, make ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El
Abbas looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following
verses:.When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And
he said, "With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female
for the male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of
the Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die,
without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will
assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what
was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his
throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them
with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went
forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from
within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors
should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they
were about to cut..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..31. The
City of Lebtait dxxxii.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near
Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
Arthur Symons Poet Critic Vagabond
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