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Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night
nor day; but they became shut out from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took
counsel together upon the matter and said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he
honoureth him more than us? But now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke
forth that which was in his mind, and one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever
messenger goeth to demand her in marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him
and bring up the talk of her. When his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage;
whereupon her father will slay him and we shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".I abode in my house, ill, a whole month;
after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman,
till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a
bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his
side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting
furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made
a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding
fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said,
'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!'
answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed,
this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with the
kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to the
Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What is
thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst
thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept
for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay
him out and carry him forth.".When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the
Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the
king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and children..When the
king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the
former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was like unto a
stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from all these
perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste
to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his
term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall accomplish,
and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i.
26..With this the king's wrath subsided and he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".This story pleased
King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more extraordinary than that of the rich man who married
his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So
he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following day..Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the
Barmecides, i. 57..165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the
morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided
him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and
God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of
wealth and elevation.".Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with
the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To
yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him
(purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked him of those which were in the
gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good;
so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them
upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her
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and went away, marvelling at her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou
found the camels?' ['Yes,' answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the
king's heart clave to her and he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for
that he saw her overpassing the description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King
Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the
desert?' And he answered, saying, 'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to
God's service and thine and worship Him with thee.'.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to
pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was
straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them
forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the
brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her
and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and
falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..Now the
king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there]; but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and
when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad
that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom,
deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the likest, and he had been long in the prison. So they
doubted not but that he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's room, for we have slain him and thou art king in his
stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the
king's throne, donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk
obeyed him and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once
more to reunite..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl
dclxxxv.One day, as he went wandering about the streets, he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms
amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of
foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed
concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot
of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid
himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that
had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a padlock..? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances
lies in wait!.Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the loss of
friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..9. The History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and
Zoulmekan xlv.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.The old
man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the
letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying
all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where
he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till
they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii.
190..Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and perfumed herself and went out to
him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she came to the young man, she saluted
him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in four-and-twenty modes, after which she
returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Before I rent my clothes, reproach me not, I pray..? ? ? ? ? O thou that
blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..JAAFER BEN YEHYA AND
ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to
him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for
delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they
come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and
rid the folk of thy prate.".Er Reshid considered her beauty and the goodliness of her singing and her eloquence and what not else she comprised of
qualities and rejoiced with an exceeding joyance; and for the stress of that which overcame him of delight, he descended from the couch and sitting
down with her upon the ground, said to her, 'Thou hast done well, O Tuhfeh. By Allah, thou art indeed a gift' (187) Then he turned to Ishac and
said to him, 'Thou dealtest not equitably, O Ishac, in the description of this damsel, (188) neither settest out all that she compriseth of goodliness
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and skill; for that, by Allah, she is incomparably more skilful than thou; and I know of this craft that which none knoweth other than I!' 'By Allah,'
exclaimed Jaafer, 'thou sayst sooth, O my lord, O Commander of the Faithful. Indeed, this damsel hath done away my wit' Quoth Ishac, 'By Allah,
O Commander of the Faithful, I had said that there was not on the face of the earth one who knew the craft of the lute like myself; but, when I
heard her, my skill became nothing worth in mine eyes.'.End of Volume I..As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what
while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory
and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of
days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He
who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the story of the king and his wife and children.
Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his
mother and sister.".?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for
despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes
dclxxxiii.Then will he say to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my
origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth
upon the carpet of the Law and whose descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter
be in the power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is
worth a thousand lives, and I will not let her go, though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce
and so shall the marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered from each other.".? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.? ? ? ? ? Come,
then, companions mine, rejoice with me and say, "All hail to thee, O friend, and welcome fair and fain!".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier
and the Envied (225) xiii.20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an
one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine enemy!.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a
fair woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the
bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her
name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to
heaven and where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the
palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs
must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go
out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".I am content, for him I love, to all
abide, iii. 25..All this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out
at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed
between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to
him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and
the festival and the mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with
the fire issuing from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O
dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis
arose and casting his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou
troubleth our life! Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the
circumcision is at an end and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is
of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason
of the festival none may speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know
thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life?'.? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case
and my design;.Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said, 'I
beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory and
be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on columns of
black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all manner jacinths,
and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed it and behold, a
bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of alabaster, one facing
other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the folk of understanding
and amazed the wit..After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment,
embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred
slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its
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full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in
amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..Your
coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.? ? ? ? ?
Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..On this wise we abode a whole
year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the
next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who
giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty
slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou
mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the
time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest
thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..? ?
? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his
Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.? ? ? ? ? How many a
victim of the pangs of love-liking hath died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING
WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..121. The Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.10. The Birds and Beasts
and the Son of Adam cxlvi.? ? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak,
as they flow..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and
servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the
commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects
and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlxiii.Then he gave the cup to the Khalif, saying, "Drink [and may] health and soundness [attend it]! It doth away
disease and bringeth healing and setteth the runnels of health abroach.".Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir
Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..The End..Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..So
Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till the time
of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which had
betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook
had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was not
pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that which
had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..On this wise they did with her
sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and
dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself
with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and
kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate,
whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the
earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and
his brother..41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself
be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut
thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the
skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and
polishing] of jewels.'.? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I counsel thee, beware!.? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A
burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.Then he
dealt the boy a cuff and he let go his ear, whereupon Aboulhusn put off his clothes and abode naked, with his yard and his arse exposed, and
danced among the slave-girls. They bound his hands and he wantoned among them, what while they [well-nigh] died of laughing at him and the
Khalif swooned away for excess of laughter. Then he came to himself and going forth to Aboulhusn, said to him, "Out on thee, O Aboulhusn! Thou
slayest me with laughter." So he turned to him and knowing him, said to him, "By Allah, it is thou slayest me and slayest my mother and slewest
the sheikhs and the Imam of the Mosque!".The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I
will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned
them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in
question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast
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him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great
village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided
him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with
me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy
reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.62. Abdallah ben Maamer with the Man of Bassora and his Slave-girl
ccclxxxiii.His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head;
whereupon one recited the following verses:.167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.? ? ? ?
? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in
favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the
monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..God keep the days of love-delight!
How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and
taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said,
'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death
for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but
that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve
him..Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was
green. Indeed, she overpassed with her loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the brightness of her countenance, the
full moon at its rising; for she was even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.Two
Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of
her husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his
brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to
whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the
village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she
recovered]..When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness, (164) said, "By Allah, this story is my
story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou turnedst me back from this into the right
way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad," continued he, "thou hast awakened me
unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited
grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the
woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht
heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the
folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore
fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses
pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the
dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their
melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love
of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly;
whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that
which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth.
(144).Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..Meanwhile, the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es Shisban set out, as we have said, with their
troops, who were of the doughtiest of the Jinn and the most accomplished of them in valour and horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew near the
Crescent Mountain], When the news of their approach reached Meimoun, he cried out with a great cry to the troops, who were twenty thousand
horse, [and bade them make ready for departure]. Then he went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her, said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my life of
the world, and indeed the Jinn are gathered together to wage war on me on thine account. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them and am
preserved alive, I will set all the kings of the Jinn under thy feet and thou shall become queen of the world.' But she shook her head and wept; and
he said, 'Weep not, for, by the virtue of the mighty inscription engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon, thou shall never again see the land of men!
Can any one part with his life? So give ear unto that which I say; else will I kill thee.' And she was silent..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and
apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath stricken me with sorrows past allay..Accordingly, they all went in to the king one day (and
Abou Temam was present among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and enlarged upon her charms,
till the king's heart was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who shall be our messenger?'
Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king said, 'Indeed, even as ye
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say, none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my message and seek me [in
marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.Then the prince rose to him and embraced him
and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his
father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me,
for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they
entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth,
"that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".Then she wept
till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying the old man with
wine, sang the following verses:.When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment
of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness
his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three
days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne
of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks
and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and
armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their
voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and
excellences..When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their
merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth
this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them
and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the
thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and
we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the
servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding
and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom,
commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw
in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O
base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is
not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it
come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to
King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.Things, The King who
knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting
chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as
follows:.? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".?STORY OF THE OLD
WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..The
Second Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.So he repaired to the
draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned
devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she
opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile.
Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and
standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and
went away..[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who
cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these
two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a
cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching
heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she
saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise
up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.Then he called his
servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and
they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace
of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go
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hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not
seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will
of God the Most High.".'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ
and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend to whom I may complain..? ? ? ? ? When the flies light on food, from
the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.Then she
carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was
upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to
the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was
assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than
kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all
who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir went out from her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the
Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.? ? ? ? ? Haste not to that thou dost desire, for haste is still unblest; Be merciful to men, as thou on mercy
reckonest;.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.After this came
the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife, and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching
that she was his wife. The king bade bring her before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came
with her before him, and when the king saw her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware
of the troops, that they murmured against him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by
God the Great, I am not the king's brother! Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to
taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for
the king who sought protection of me and I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth
of my native land and banished me, without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful
vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing]
and waylaid me by the road and despoiled me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed
slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the
horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so
this was my right, and my deed that I have done was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of
tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and
excused themselves to him, marvelling at that which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering
and his patience and how he had raised himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down
the [late] king from the throne into the pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of
patience and its sweetness and the fruit of haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like
wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion
of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their reliance, especially for kings.".And indeed, O my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused
together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other
than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him, coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when
I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which
hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he
related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his
laughter.
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