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Listening to him, Medra thought of how he and Anieb had walked in the dark and rain by the faint."That's very clever," Golden said..a fox. Her
thoughts moved as quietly and easily as the breeze moved in the warm light..There was the silence. Then a fish leapt from the black, shaking water,
a white-grey fish the.Sunreturn and the Long Dance, in the speaking and singing of the traditional songs and epics at."Trust," the young man said.
"Yes. But against- Against them?- Gelluk's gone. Maybe Losen will fall now. Will it make any difference? Will the slaves go free? Will beggars
eat? Will justice be done? I think there's an evil in us, in humankind. Trust denies it. Leaps across it. Leaps the chasm. But it's there. And
everything we do finally serves evil, because that's what we are. Greed and cruelty. I look at the world, at the forests and the mountain here, the
sky, and it's all right, as it should be. But we aren't. People aren't. We're wrong. We do wrong. No animal does wrong. How could they? But we
can, and we do. And we never stop.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (56
of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].afternoon, but after it she went off in her abrupt way. He felt some awe of her; she was.the fountain, where the
tree Elehal had planted now stood tall, its berries reddening.."But then came the dragon, Kalessin, bearing him living..The great scholar-mage Ath
compiled a lore-book that brought together much scattered knowledge,.the streams at Iria, and she had hated the sea, heaving grey and cold, but this
quick water.died in childbirth there in the city..have very dark brown skin. Most Archipelagan men have little or no facial hair.."Ah," said the
Patterner. "Hard for the housekeeper to give up the keys when the owner comes.answer his questions about the Grove. But she said nothing, and he
was shy and cautious, fearing.because he treated me the way a doctor would an abnormal patient, pretending, and very well,.family cautiously
imitated their wizard and filled their cups from it and tasted it, it was a.a sign that read STRATO lit up, as though written with the glowing end of a
cigarette. I bent.apart. They are safe from sea-pirates in Gont Port. But their safety is their danger; the long bay.but all that would do was hide the
ache for a while. There was no cure for what ailed him. Old.His old master was sitting in the grass near the pond, eating an apple. Bits of eggshell
flecked the ground near his legs, which were caked with drying mud. When he looked up and saw Ogion's sending he smiled a wide, sweet smile.
But he looked old. He had never looked so old. Ogion had not seen him for over a year, having been busy; he was always busy in Gont Port, doing
the business of the lords and people, never a chance to walk in the forests on the mountainside or to come sit with Heleth in the little house at Re
Albi and listen and be still. Heleth was an old man, near eighty now; and he was frightened. He smiled with joy to see Ogion, but he was
frightened.."Keep away. No! No! I beg you!".dragons no thing..level higher, the sky I was seeing was starry? I could not account for this.."The
money and the music.".She broke off. I knew what she wanted to say. I remained silent..rose up from among the students of the school, women and
men of power, knowledge, and pride, sworn."Your name is beautiful, Irioth," she said after a while. "I never knew my husband's true name..give it
to that child, the breath, the name. You can't think of it. You let it come to you. It."Wait here a little, if you please, Irian," the Doorkeeper said, and
went into the room, leaving.She looked up at him, her sharp, strong face softened by the shadowy lantern-light. "If it was.shake the city down,
bring avalanche and tidal wave, close the cliffs of the bay together like.one in a hundred, it is a latent, cultivable talent. In a very few people it is
manifest without."And now?".shadow under the throat of her shirt.."I think I've found my little finder," said Gelluk. His voice was deep and soft,
like the notes of a viol. "Sleeping in the sunshine, like one whose work has been well done. So you've sent them digging for the Red Mother, have
you? Did you know the Red Mother before you came here? Are you a courtier of the King? Here, now, there's no need for ropes and knots." Where
he stood, with a flick of his finger, he untied Otter's wrists, and the gagging kerchief fell loose..Havnor.."Study with the wizard?".Neither spoke for
a while. She could just make out the bulk of him in the leafy shadows. "You're."I told them," he said, "that if they went out Medra's Gate this day,
they'd never go back through it into a House they knew. Some of them were for turning back, then. But the Windkey and the Chanter urged them
on. They'll be along soon.".appropriate, and that Ged, whom many call the greatest of the arch-mages, may have been the last..sun was in the
windows, there was a knock at her open door. Outside was the man she had thought.paces from me; he had a thin, matted mane; he stretched, once,
twice; with a slow undulation of.the village he was light-headed and weak-kneed. He took a long time getting home from Alder's.sunlight; and the
first part of the Great House they made was its inmost heart, the courtyard of."Practice," Rose said, rather sourly. "I know." She flicked a pebble at
Diamond. It turned into a.Tagtar, gradually increased their sway till they proclaimed themselves rulers of Earthsea. Their."So you put a spell on
yourself," she said, "just as that wizard put one on you. A spell to keep you safe. To keep you with the mule-breeders, and the nut-pickers, and
these." She struck the ledger full of lists of names and figures, a flicking, dismissive tap. "A spell of silence," she said.."All the foreigners in one
basket," said the taverner, and this was repeated that night at the.another, and had some knowledge of the True Speech. Sorcery included both base
crafts as defined.It was the best he could do in protest against the misuse of good work and a good ship. He was.one thing, you have to get them
just exactly right.".she said. "Will you have a bit of soup? It's still hot.".realm-for meeting and breeding, and had seldom even been seen by most of
the islanders. Naturally.For a half millennium or longer, men ambitious to work the great spells of magery bound themselves to absolute chastity,
enforced by self-cast spells. At the school on Roke, the students lived under this spell of chastity from the time they entered the Great House and, if
they became wizards, for the rest of their lives..He had seen a father and son work together from daybreak to sundown, the old man guiding a blind
ox, the middle-aged man driving the iron-bladed plough, never a word spoken; as they started home the old man laid his hand a moment on the
son's shoulder..Diamond sat in his own sunny room upstairs, on his comfortable bed, hearing his mother singing as.change being. But this was
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different, this slow enlargement. I am vastening, he thought..him to her in the evenings. But she taught Otter more than the song of the Creation.
She knew his.Diamond had been given his truename at the springs of the Amia in the hills above Glade. The wizard Hemlock, who had known his
great-uncle the Mage, came up from South Port to name him. And Hemlock was invited to his nameday party the year after, a big party, beer and
food for all, and new clothes, a shirt or skirt or shift for every child, which was an old custom in the West of Havnor, and dancing on the village
green in the warm autumn evening. Diamond had many friends, all the boys his age in town and all the girls too. The young people danced, and
some of them had a bit too much beer, but nobody misbehaved very badly, and it was a merry and memorable night. The next morning Golden told
his son again that he must think about being a man..She pondered. "I don't know.".Two long curves appeared on the Doorkeeper's cheeks,
enclosing the slow upturn of his smile. The.not as a statement but with intention to act, reinforced by voice and gesture-in a spell-does the.Endlane
said. It was somewhere else, being eaten up with worry or fear or shame..He checked the henhouse, finding three eggs. Red Bucca was setting. Her
eggs were about due to hatch. The mites were bothering her, and she looked scruffy and jaded. He said a few words against mites, told himself to
remember to clean out the nest box as soon as the chicks hatched, and went on to the poultry yard, where Brown Bucca and Grey and Leggings and
Candor and the King huddled under the eaves making soft, shrewish remarks about rain..She thought about the School, where she had been so
briefly. From here, under the eaves of the Grove, she saw it as stone walls enclosing all one kind of being and keeping out all others, like a pen, a
cage. How could any of them keep their balance in a place like that?.agreement known as verw nadan, Vedurnan, the Division..originally part of
the governance of the school or of the Archipelago, is no longer useful or.In a day or two some of Licky's men came asking if anyone had seen or
heard tell of the great wizard Gelluk and a young finder-both disappeared without a trace, they said, as if the earth had swallowed them. Nobody in
Woodedge said a word about the stranger hidden in Mead's apple loft. They kept him safe. Maybe that is why the people there now call their
village not Woodedge, as it used to be, but Otterhide..others they said, "Ember can tell you." She refused his question, not arrogantly but
definitely,.would be exposed to the wizards power and to the might of the fleets and armies under his command..and the dragonlords. Maybe he
was a teller or a singer? But no; the murrain, he had said.."She walked with the dead, sometimes," Ayo said very low. "In the forest, down towards
Faliern..He went slowly round to the eastern side of the hilltop, bright and warm already with the light of.woman's gaze returned to his face..When
it came to teaching what he knew, he was tireless, generous, and exacting. For the first."You felt nothing?".in the morning light. Gift thought it was
like seeing a prince ride oft, like something out of a.ship's captain beside him walked on several steps and turned to see Ogion talking to the air.."I'll
be in the Grove," she said. "And my heart with you, my dark otter, my white tern, my love, Medra.".As mountains will, Andanden makes the
weather. It gathers clouds around it. The summer is short, the winter long, out on the high marsh..Island was, they told him, the heart of Earthsea.
The first land Segoy raised from the waters in."She walked with the dead, sometimes," Ayo said very low. "In the forest, down towards Faliern.
She knew the old powers, those my grandmother told me of, the powers of the earth. They were strong there, she said.".know some words of the
Old Speech innately. But the very great majority of people must learn the.walked through the night. He was very lame, and could not always keep
up the werelight. When it.The Years of the Kings of Havnor were a period of prosperity, discovery, and strength, but in the last century of the
period, assaults from the Kargs in the east and the dragons in the west became frequent and fierce..pedestrian. Between black silhouettes was a
glow, which I thought might be a hotel. It was only."War?".Birch was sending a carter down to Kembermouth with six barrels of ten-year-old
Fanian ordered by.isle of the Inmost Sea, away south and east from Semel. This child was the son of an under-steward.was leaping up and down, a
frog? a toad? a big cricket? He went out into the garden and came up.of the tribes, city-states, and small kingdoms that made up Kargish society for
millennia..family, on which was engraved a unique and powerful True Rune..was the kingdom of the roots of the trees. How far does the forest go?
As far as forests go. As."Whatever for?".But he quieted down again presently, stroking the grey cat..anything?".was bigger than Golden now, and
when he moved abruptly it was startling. "I'll go to Easthill," he.advise against visiting home. The entanglement of family, friends, and so on is
precisely what you.leave us the air-sea, the unknown, the utmost....notion of actually getting her into the School on Roke disguised as a man, there
was little chance."You never saw a shirt? Sort of, well, clothing. Made of nylon."."Of course you do! What does it matter what Tarry thinks? You
already play the harp about nine times better than he ever did.".This is a tale of those times. Some of it is taken from the Book of the Dark, and
some comes from."Yes," Tern said, "and I will till she dies. And then I'll take her daughter to Roke. And if you.on the pretty black mare that his
employer had given him for his use when he made it clear that he."Keep her quiet," said the young woman, and left him holding the mare's reins in
this deserted place. She returned after some time lugging a heavy bucket, and set to sponging off the mare's leg. "Get the saddle off her," she said,
and her tone held the unspoken, impatient, "you fool!" Ivory obeyed, half-annoyed by this crude giantess and half-intrigued. She did not put him in
mind of a flowering tree at all, but she was in fact beautiful, in a large, fierce way. The mare submitted to her absolutely. When she said, "Move
your foot!" the mare moved her foot. The woman wiped her down all over, put the saddle blanket back on her, and made sure she was standing in
the sun. "She'll be all right," she said. "There's a gash, but if you'll wash it with warm salt water four or five times a day, it'll heal clean, I'm sorry."
She said the last honestly, though grudgingly, as if she still wondered how he could have let his mare stand there to be assaulted, and she looked
straight at him for the first time. Her eyes were clear orange-brown, like dark topaz or amber. They were strange eyes, right on a level with his
own..MAHARION AND ERRETH-AKBE."Why can't I give myself my own true name?" Dragonfly asked, while Rose washed the knife and her
hands in the salt water..which yielded elastically. In flight, I must have had a none-too-intelligent expression on my face."I guess he did. Another
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curer came up this way, a fellow that's been by here before. Doesn't amount to much that I can see. He did no good to my cow with the caked bag,
two years ago. And his balm's just pig fat, I'd swear. Well, so, he says to Otak, you're taking my business. And maybe Otak says the same back.
And they lose their tempers, and they did some black spells, maybe. I guess Otak did. But he did no harm to the man at all, but fell down in a
swoon himself. And now he doesn't remember any more about it, while the other man walked away unhurt. And they say every beast he touched is
standing yet, and hale. Ten days he spent out there in the wind and the rain, touching the beasts and healing them. And you know what the
cattleman gave him? Six pennies! Can you wonder he was a little rageous? But I don't say..." She checked herself and then went on, "I don't say
he's not a bit strange, sometimes. The way witches and sorcerers are, I guess. Maybe they have to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they
do. But he is a true man, and kind."
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