
Boos Big Adventure

BOOS BIG ADVENTURE
Junior flung back the covers and came to his feet, but his knees proved weak, and he sat at once on the edge of the bed.."Please just call me Tom.

I've been forcibly retired from the Oregon State Police, with full disability because of this face, so I'm not officially a detective anymore. Yet until

Enoch Cain is behind bars, where he belongs, I'm not ready to be anything but a cop, official or not.".Only two explanations occurred to him. First,

bureaucracies slavishly follow the rules even when the rules make no sense. Second, the Ugliest Private Detective in the World, Nolly Wulfstan,

was an incompetent dunce..Everywhere in the fabled city, calves and knees and magnificent expanses of taut thighs were on display. This brought

out the dreamy romantic in Junior, and more than ever he yearned desperately for the perfect woman, the ideal lover, the matching half of his

incomplete heart..Few people will spend the greater part of their youth in school, struggling to obtain the education required for a medical

specialty, unless they have a passion to heal. Franklin Chan was a healer, whose passion was the preservation of vision, and Agnes could see that

his anguish, while a pale reflection of hers, was real and deeply felt..Assisted by Edom and Jacob, Agnes-in a wheelchair-was rolled across the

grass, between the headstones, to her husband's final resting place. Although no longer in danger of renewed hemorrhaging, she was under doctor's

orders to avoid strain..Imagination like all living things lives now, and it lives with, from, on true change. Like all we do and have, it can be

co-opted and degraded; but it survives commercial and didactic exploitation. The land outlasts the empires. The conquerors may leave desert where

there was forest and meadow, but the rain will fall, the rivers will run to the sea. The unstable, mutable, untruthful realms of Once-upon-a-time are

as much a part of human history and thought as the nations in our kaleidoscopic atlases, and some are more enduring..From the far end of the table,

Agnes said, "For starters, Tom, we all want to hear about the rhinoceros and the other you.".One moment, girl and yellow vinyl ball. The next

moment, gone as if they'd never been.."Fifteen fifty-six?" Bill frowned. "Hell, the Chinese probably didn't even have mud back then.".Artificial

eyes were on order. He would soon return to Newport Beach for a third fitting before implant. They weren't glass, as commonly believed, but thin

plastic shells that fit neatly behind the eyelids in the cavities left after surgery. On the inner surface of the transparent artificial cornea, the artificial

iris would be skillfully hand-painted, and movement of the ocular  prosthesis could be achieved by attaching the eye-moving muscles to the

conjunctiva..Third, Celestina had a daughter. Not a boy named Bartholomew. Seraphim's baby had been a girl. Named Angel. This confused Junior

as much as it stunned him..Scamp spent Wednesday ravishing him. It wasn't love, but there was comfort in being familiar with his partner's

equipment..Perplexed by their peculiar behavior, even slightly unnerved, Tom answered Maria's question. "I'm afraid there's nothing else I can do,

nothing more of a fantastic nature.".On hearing of Bartholomew's-and/or Celestina's-death, Neddy would be on the phone to the police, pointing

them toward Junior, in twelve seconds. Maybe fourteen..folded over his too-tight shirt collar, and with a second chin more prominent than.Almost

as an afterthought, as he was leaving, he tucked the brochure for "This Momentous Day" into a jacket pocket. There would be amusement value in

hearing a group of cutting-edge young artists analyze Celestina's greeting-card images. Besides, as the Academy of Art College was the premier

school of its type on the West Coast, a few of the partygoers might actually know her and be able to give him some valuable background. The party

raged in a cavernous loft on the third-and top-floor of a converted industrial building, the communal residence and studio of a group of artists who

believed that art, sex, and politics were the three hammers of violent revolution, or something like that..She curled up in the armchair, watching

Barty. She was greedy for the sight of him. She thought she would not doze off, but would spend the night watching over him, yet exhaustion

defeated her..With remarkably little splash, the sedan eased into the water. Briefly it floated, bobbling near shore, tipped forward by the weight of

the engine. As the lake flooded in through the floor vents, the vehicle settled steadily-then sank rapidly when water reached the two partially open

windows..His mother, gently pushing Tom to the prime view point at the head of the stairs, seemed unconcerned about her child's venture into the

storm..Slow deep breaths. Per Zedd, slow deep breaths. Any state of anxiety, regardless of how powerful, could be ameliorated or even

dissipated."April 23, 1940, Natchez, Mississippi, dance-hall fire-one hundred ninety-eight dead. December 7, 1946, Atlanta, Georgia, the Winecoff

Hotel fire-one hundred nineteen dead.".The deejay announced song number four for the week: the Beatles' "She's a Woman." The Fab Four filled

the Studebaker with music.."Not so unbelievable," said Jacob. "Forty-five thousand people every year die in automobiles. Cars aren't

transportation. They're death machines. Tens of thousands are disfigured, maimed for life.".Uncle Jacob, cook and baby-sitter and connoisseur of

watery death, cleaned off the table and washed the dishes while Barty patiently endured a rambling postbreakfast conversation with Pixie Lee and

with Miss Velveeta Cheese, whose name wasn't an honorary tide earned by winning a beauty contest sponsored by Kraft Foods, as he had first

thought, but who, according to Angel, was the "good" sister to the rotten lying cheese man in the television commercials..The traffic light turned

green. Now onward home. Rolex recovered and bright upon his wrist, Junior Cain drove his Mercedes with a restraint that required more

self-control than he had realized he could tap, even with the guidance of Zedd..The reverend said, "I'm sure you underestimate my parishioners,

Celestina. They won't be scandalized. They'll open their hearts.".On Joey's side, there was no family to provide help. His mother had died of

leukemia when he was four. His dad, fond of beer and brawling--like father not like son-was killed in a bar fight five years later. Without close

relatives willing to take him in, Joey went to an orphanage. At nine he wasn't prime adoption material-babies were what was wanted-and he'd been

raised in the institution..The past three years had given Wally much to celebrate, as well. After selling his medical practice and taking an

eight-month hiatus from the sixty-hour work weeks he had endured for so long, he'd been giving twenty-four hours of free service to a pediatric
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clinic each week, providing care to the disadvantaged. He'd worked hard all his life, and saved diligently, and now he was able to focus solely on

those activities that gave him the greatest gratification..Summary: Explores further the magical world of Earthsea through five tales of events which

occur before or after the time of the original novels, as well as an essay on the people, languages, history and magic of the place..Perhaps a lot of

suspects were rattled and ultimately unnerved by this behavior. Junior wouldn't be easily trapped. He was smart.."WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE

MY BOYFRIEND?" asked Miss Velveeta, who had thus far shown no romantic inclinations..Perhaps because Celestina was her father's daughter,

with his faith in humanity, she was always deeply moved by the kindnesses of strangers and saw in them the shape of a greater grace. "Does your

wife know what a lucky woman she is?".The little hands, so weak now but someday strong: Would they eventually be capable of savagery, as were

the father's hands? Misbegotten offspring. This seed of a demonic man whom Phimie herself had called sick and evil. However innocent-looking

now, what pain might she eventually in--  on others? What outrages might she commit in years to come? Although Celestina searched intently, she

could not glimpse the father's evil in the child.."Because He didn't want you to be a dog." She finished tying a bow in the drawstrings. "There. You

look just like an M&M.".EVERY MOTHER BELIEVES that her baby is breathtakingly beautiful. She will remain unshakably convinced of this

even if she lives to be a centenarian and her child has been harrowed by eight hard decades of gravity and experience.."Yeah, but I've been thinking

about that. If he feels some kind of responsibility ... then why did he ever represent Cain in the first place?".To look entirely like her name, she

needed only white wings. He would give her wings: a short flight out the window, into the oak..Agnes found this turn of events amazing, amusing,

ironic-and a little sad. She would have dearly loved to teach the boy to read and write, to see his knowledge and competence slowly flower under

her care. Although she fully supported Barty's exploration of his gifts, and although she was proud of his astounding achievements, she felt that his

swift advancement was robbing her of some of the shared joy of his childhood, even though he remained in so many ways a child..The tone

sounded, as promised, and a man's voice spoke from the box: "It's Max. You're psychic. I found the hospital here. Poor kid bad a cerebral 

hemorrhage, arising from a hyperensive crisis caused by ... eclampsia, I think it is. Baby survived. Call me, huh?".To his room then, where they sat

side by side in bed, a plate of chocolate-chip cookies between them. Through the evening, they stepped off this earth and out of all its troubles, into

a world of adventure, where friendship and loyalty and courage and honor could deal with any malignancy..The word need, instead of want, moved

Paul to follow the doctor across the coffee shop..By Thursday, September 23, due to Junior's accident and surgery, the draft board-which had

reinstated his I -A status after he'd lost the exemption that had come with his former job as a rehabilitation therapist-agreed to schedule a new

physical examination in December..Junior was impressed and delighted by her clever assumption of it strictly professional voice and demeanor,

which convincingly masked her intense desire. Sweet Victoria was a worthy coconspirator..Dr. Zedd's death, just last Thanksgiving, had been a

blow to Junior, a loss to the nation, to the entire world. He considered it a tragedy equal to the Kennedy assassination one year previous..Off the

hard surfaces of cabinets, refrigerator, and ovens, the twin reports crashed and rattled. The windowpanes briefly thrummed.."I don't have to

graduate in the spring of next year. I can take fewer classes, graduate the spring after. That's no big deal.".The bandaged man stormed up from the

ruin of the living room, gauze fluttering around his lips as his hard exhalations seemed to prove that he wasn't a long-dead pharaoh reanimated to

punish some heedless archaeologist who had ignored all warnings and violated his tomb. So this wasn't a Weird Tales moment..Although he didn't

believe in destiny, in fate, in anything more than himself and his own ability to shape his future, Junior couldn't deny how extraordinary it was that

this woman should cross his path at this precise moment in his life, when he was frustrated to the point of cerebral hemorrhage by his inability to

find Bartholomew, confused and nervous about the phantom singer and other apparently supernatural events in his life, and generally in a funk

unlike any he had ever known before. Here was a link to Seraphim and, through Seraphim, to Bartholomew..Before setting out from home, Joey

had buckled his lap belt, but because of Agnes's condition, she hadn't engaged her own. She rammed against the door, pain shot through her right

shoulder, and she thought, Oh, Lord, the baby!.Although he had made no effort to summon them, tears spilled from Junior's closed eyes. They

weren't drawn from him by thoughts of poor Naomi. These next few days-perhaps weeks-were going to be tedious, until he could have Nurse

Victoria Bressler. Under the circumstances, he had good reason to feel sorry for himself..In a state of wonderment that was laced with dread rather

than delight, he looked up from the quarter, seeking an explanation from Vanadium, expecting to see that anaconda smile..Surprisingly, he received

a lot of gratification from voicing this insult, even though Vanadium was too dead to hear it..He might suspect, but he couldn't know.  He would but

would be left with at least a shred of doubt about Junior's.As she commented on each masterpiece, Frieda grew steadily less coherent. She had

drunk a few cocktails, the better part of a bottle of Cabernet Sauvignon, and two after-dinner brandies.."I find you more than adequate in all ways

that count. Besides, Joey was a generous and good lover. What he taught me, I can share." She smiled. "You'll find that I'm a darn good teacher,

and I sense in you a star pupil.".Agnes's sharp intake of breath caused Edom to look up from his nephew's name. Pale, she was, her eyes as haunted

as old mansions..Having ridden from the church to the cemetery with Hanna, his housekeeper, Paul chose to walk home. The distance between

Perri's new bed and her old was only three miles, and the afternoon mild..She poured cold milk and drank it quickly. As she was rinsing the empty

glass, she felt as if she might throw up, but she didn't..Dinner arrived, and Tom persuaded Celestina and Grace to come to the table for Angel's

sake, even if they had no appetite. After so much chaos and confusion, the child needed stability and routine wherever they could be provided.

Nothing brought a sense of order and normality to a disordered and distressing day more surely than the gathering of family and friends around a

dinner table..could not be a person of the best intentions. Doctors and nurses wouldn't monitor their patients with the lights off..In Cain's bedroom,
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Tom Vanadium's hooded flashlight revealed a six-foot-high bookcase that held approximately a hundred volumes. The top shelf was empty, as was

most of the second..able to reconcile these opposed forces, she was all but paralyzed by indecision.."That won't do it.".Then from San Francisco

International, through the fog-shrouded streets of the night city, to St. Mary's, to Room 724. And to the discovery that Phimie's blood pressure was

so high-210 over 126-that she was in a hypertensive crisis, at risk of a stroke, renal failure, and other life-threatening complications..Tom

Vanadium, on the other hand, was certain that Cain, having prepared for the possibility that something would go wrong during his assault on

Celestina, wouldn't be easy to locate or to apprehend. In Vanadium's view, the maniac either had a bolt-hole waiting in the city or was already out

of the SFPD's jurisdiction..Nurses were supposed to be angels of mercy. She had shown him no mercy. And she was certainly no angel..Junior

liked women who drank a lot. They were usually amorous or at least unresistant..could spring the new deadbolts as easily as the old. Therefore, on

the interior of the front and back doors, Junior added sliding bolts, which couldn't be picked from outside..To have the best chance of becoming a

master mechanic, any young apprentice needs a mentor. The art of total card control cannot be learned entirely from books and

experimentation..Unsupervised meditation without seed, in sessions longer than an hour, entails risk. To his horror, Junior would discover some of

the dangers in September..On Thursday, January 4, he used his John Pinchbeck identity to purchase a new Ford van with a cashier's check. He

leased a private garage space in the Pinchbeck name, near the Presidio, and stored the van there.."Well, we have earthquakes here," Jolene said,

"but back east they have all those hurricanes.".He repressed the scream, however, because he sensed that if he gave voice to it, he wouldn't be able

to silence himself for a long long time..Edom would have judged this a perfect day-except for the earthquake weather. He was convinced that the

Big One would bring the coastal cities to ruin before twilight..As Sklent so insightfully put it: Some of us live on after death, survive in spirit,

because we are just too stubborn, selfish, greedy, grubbing, vicious, psychotic, and evil to accept our demise. None of those qualities described

sweet Naomi, who had been far too kind and loving and meek to live on in spirit, after her lovely flesh failed. Now at one with the earth, Naomi

was no threat to Junior, and the state had paid for its negligence in her death, and the whole matter should have been brought to closure. There were

only two barriers to full and final resolution: first, the stubborn, selfish, greedy, grubbing, vicious, psychotic, evil spirit of Thomas Vanadium; and

second, Seraphim's bastard baby--little Bartholomew..The pubescent physician returned with three colleagues, who crowded behind the privacy

curtain to proclaim that none of them had ever seen any case remotely like this before. The oldest-a myopic, balding lump-insisted on asking Junior

probing questions about his marital status, his family relationships, his dreams, and his self-esteem; the guy proved to be a clinical psychiatrist who

speculated openly about the possibility of a psychosomatic component..By Sunday evening, a combination of factors-deep commitment to the

philosophy of Zedd, explosive testosterone levels, boredom, self-pity, and a desire to be a risk-taking man of action once more-motivated Junior to

splash a little Hai Karate behind each ear and go courting. Shortly after sunset, with a single red rose and a bottle of Merlot, he set off for Victoria

Bressler's place..yunh," so she nodded as vigorously as she was able to do, and tightened  her grip on Celestina's hand..Whereas Paul had been

confounded in his desire to express his admiration for Salk, he was able to speak about Perri at length and with ease. Her wit, her heart, her

wisdom, her kindness, her beauty, he goodness, her courage were the threads in a narrative tapestry that Pad could have continued weaving for all

the rest of his days. Since her death, he hadn't been able to talk about her with anyone he knew, because his friends tended to focus on him, on his

suffering, when he wanted them only to understand Perri better, to realize what an exceptional person she had been. He wanted her to be

remembered, after he was gone, wanted her grace and her fortitude to be recalled and respected. She was too fine a woman to leave without a ripple

in her wake, and the thought that her memory might pass away with Paul himself was anguishing..Here, four days past Christmas, after two days of

torment, Agnes knew the worst, that her treasured son must go eyeless or die, must choose between blindness or cancer of the brain..THE

SANDMAN WAS powerless to cast a spell of sleep while Junior spent the night flushing away enough water to drain a reservoir..Dear Lord, how

she loved her sugarpie, her little M&M. Three years had passed in what seemed like a month, and although there had been stress and struggle, too

few hours in every day, less time for her art than she would have liked, and little or no time for herself, she wouldn't have traded being blindsided

by motherhood for any amount of wealth, not for anything in the world ... except to have Phimie back. Angel was the moon, the sun, the stars, and

all the comets streaking through infinite galaxies: an ever-shining light..Yet his heart slammed hard and heavy against his confining ribs, and fear

stippled the nape of his neck.."But let's pretend it's me, okay? So here I am, stepping off the curb without looking both ways-".Barty, at the head of

the table, sensed Mary's approach only as she was about to touch him. She put a hand on his arm and said, "Daddy, will you turn your chair away

from the table and let me sit on your lap?".The nurse noted that the maximum weight capacity of the elevator allowed all of them to take the same

cab, if they didn't mind being squeezed a little..Throughout Agnes's thirty-three years, strength had often been demanded of her, but never such

strength as was required now to rein in her emotions and to be a rock for Barty. "Don't be scared, honey. I'm here." She took one of his small hands

in both of hers. "I'll be waiting. You'll never be without me.".The musician had no talent for deception. His hopping-hen eyes pecked at the nearest

painting, at other guests, down at the floor, everywhere but directly at Junior, and a nerve twitched in his left cheek. "Well, I'm very good, you

know, at faces, they stick with me, I don't know why. Goodness knows, my memory is otherwise shot."."That's not what they say," the boy replied

with a giggle, for his extensive reading had introduced him to words that he and she agreed were not his to use..When Agnes turned her head and

saw Maria Elena Gonzalez, she thought she must be dreaming again..Refusing to give the cop the satisfaction of a reply to the news of the unborn

baby's paternity, Junior stared unwaveringly into the grave and said, "Whose funeral were you attending?".As he raced into the future, the past
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caught up with him in the form of intestinal spasms, and by the time that he had driven only three miles, whimpering like a sick dog, he made an

emergency stop at a service station to use the rest room..Having survived the night, Edom and Jacob were waiting in the hall. Each kissed his

nephew, but neither could speak..Some acts were distasteful, too, such as searching the lunatic lawman for his car keys and his

badge..Bartholomew was dead but didn't know it yet. Pistol in hand, cocoon in tatters, ready to spread his butterfly wings, Junior pushed the door to

the apartment inward, saw a deserted living room, softly lighted and pleasantly furnished, and was about to step across the threshold when the

street door opened and into the hall came Ichabod..By the time they reached the seventh painting, alcohol and rich French cuisine and Jack

Lientery's powerful art combined to devastate Frieda. She shuddered, leaned with one hand on a canvas, hung her head, and committed an act of

bad PR..He knew that he needed to get a grip on himself. But he could not keep his breathing slow and deep, couldn't remember any of Zedd's other

foolproof methods of self-control, couldn't recall a single useful meditative technique..THIS IS THE FIRST PAGE of the Book of the Dark, written

some six hundred years ago in Berila, on Enlad:.Even though he now knew what a hateful person the nurse was, he remained strongly attracted to

her. He was not the kind of man, however, who would take advantage of an unconscious woman.."Well, the lab could detect abnormally high salt

levels, but that wouldn't matter in court. He could say he ate a lot of salty foods."."I'm not saying there's anything wrong with it, you understand,"

Neddy whispered with a sort of fierce conciliation, "but I'm not gay, and I'm not interested in teaching you the piano or anything else. Besides, after

the stories Renee told about you, I can't imagine why you think any friend of his ... hers would get near you. You need help. Renee is what she is,

but she's not a bad person, she's generous and she's sweet. She doesn't deserve to be beaten, abused, and ... and all those horrible things you did.

Excuse me.".Later, at home, after Agnes sent Edom back to his apartment, she opened a bottle of vodka that she had bought on the way back from

Maria's. She mixed it with orange juice in a waterglass..He fiddled with the cylinder until it swung open. Five chambers, a gleaming cartridge in

each..As kinky and thrilling as it had been to make love to the girl while playing the recorded rough draft of a new sermon that she had been

transcribing for her father, Junior could now recall nothing of what the reverend had said, only the tone and the timbre of his voice. Whether

instinct, nervous irritation, or merely the sherry should be blamed, he was troubled by the thought that there was something significant about the

content of that tape..Instead, he sat in the breakfast nook with his phone books and resumed the grueling search for Bartholomew..They were

inseparable, her son and this cherished girl, as they had been virtually since the moment they had met, more than six years ago. The special

perception that they shared--all the ways things are-accounted for part of their closeness, but only part. The bond between them was so deep that it

defied understanding, as mysterious as the concept of the Trinity, three gods in one.."Why should I care whether you have any peace?" she asked,

and she seemed to be listening to a woman other than herself.."Bullpoop might not be what they say, but it's the worst that we say. And in fact, in

this house, bulldoody is preferred.".Now, here, lying on a bed in the emergency room of a Sacramento hospital, on a Saturday afternoon only six

weeks before the camellia festival, Junior suffered under the care of a resident physician who was so young as to raise the suspicion that he was

merely playing doctor..Dr. Daines spoke with Celestina in the corridor, outside the door to 724. Some of the passing nurses were nuns in wimples

and full-length habits, drifting like spirits along the hallway..against the operating table. The lights had grown painfully bright, and the air

had.Averting his eyes from Vanadium's face, Junior moved farther up the stocky body. He folded back the tweed sports jacket to reveal a shoulder

holster..So the practice of their lore and the teaching of it had become perilous. Those who undertook it were often those already outcast, crippled,

deranged, without family, old-women and men who had little to lose. The wise man and wise woman, trusted and held in reverence, gave way to

the stock figures of the shuffling, impotent village sorcerer with his trickeries, the hag-witch with her potions used in aid of lust, jealousy, and

malice. And a child's gift for magic became a thing to dread and hide..In the kitchen, he sat her in a chair and let her slump forward over the

breakfast table. With her arms folded, with her head on her arms and turned to one side, she appeared to be resting.."-called himself King Obadiah,

Pharaoh of the Fantastic. He traveled all over the country playing nightclubs-".As luck would have it," the nun said, "Dr. Lipscomb was in the

when it happened. He'd just delivered another baby under
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