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There was an uncomfortable silence, as the Doorkeeper did not speak. At last a slight, bright-eyed.And the old man railed on about the folly of the

young and the evils of modern times..butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly back at her, and the two flitted and flickered a.The Herbal still

hesitated. "This lady is not of our council," he said at last..Though he seldom left the city, Early prided himself on his knowledge of all the

Archipelago, gleaned from his sailors' reports and the marvelous ancient charts kept in the palace. He studied them nights, brooding on where and

how he might extend his empire..dozen paces from her when she began to sing. Among the unseen trees her voice was weak,.Long he lay, forgetful

of bright fame and brotherhood,.quiet talk among them..what seemed the confines of the wood. They walked there in silence, and spoke seldom

when they.and further weakness among us. I will speak no longer and say nothing else in her presence. The.teachers. "It will do you no harm if you

never use it for harm," they told him, and that was easy.again and again. She had met a wall of air and silence. She touched nothing. He would not

hear..boys his own age, his own sort, from the respectable families of Glade. Tuly insisted on calling.anything at all to turn the Roke-wind if it blew

against them. And if it did. Dragonfly would ask.gave him his country name; she was a farm woman from Endlane village, around northwest of

Mount."Our problem is with men," Veil said, "if you'll forgive me, dear brother. Men are of more account to other men than women and children

are. We might have fifty witches here and they'll pay little heed. But if they knew we had five men of power, they'd seek to destroy us again.".Gift

was in the dairy, having finished the evening milking. She was straining the milk and setting out the pans. "Mistress," said a voice at the door, and

she thought it was the curer and said, "Just a minute while I finish this," and then turning saw a stranger and nearly dropped the pan. "Oh, you

startled me!" she said. "What can I do for you, then?"."To talk."."No. Theater, I know what that was -- that was long ago. I know: they had actual

people.Otter felt as if he were being brought back to vivid life from interminable, dreary, dazed half sentience. At the wizards touch he did not feel

the horror of the spellbond, but rather a gift of energy and hope. He told himself not to trust this man, but he longed to trust him, to learn from him.

Gelluk was powerful, masterful, strange, yet he had set him free. For the first time in weeks Otter walked with unbound hands and no spell on

him..Rush glanced from one to the other with her keen, bright eyes. "Not only a handy man," she said,.the Changer spoke against it at first, and

then agreed..long ridges and the weightless dome of Mount Onn..parking lot. For the "rasts"? I decided that it would be better for me to wait for

someone to come."Oh, there," cried the girl, "the rast on the vuk, your rast, you can make it, hurry!".Otter sat up at last. He was wet, cold,

bewildered. Why was he here?.talked to some men off her. They said there was nothing but fog and reefs all round where Roke was."Hmf," said

Golden, chewing. "Left of your own accord? Entirely? With the Master's permission?".words. "Weak as women's magic, wicked as women's

magic," you think I don't know what they say? So,."I'll stay here if I may," he said in that princely way, with his teeth chattering, holding on to the

doorjamb to keep on his feet..The girl nodded, looking at Tern, then at Crow. She was thirteen or fourteen, heavyset though.she answered..daylight,

when he saw her big, dirty hands, when she talked like a yokel, a simpleton, he regained.TWO.saw him flying thus they shouted, "The dragonlord!

the dragonlord!".without losing anything, without falsifying. I returned to the wall of trees. The blue of the."If it hasn't rusted shut," Dulse

added.."But you are -- I do actually --"."If I went away -" She saw him shake his head. "I could go to the Namer -".right, as it should be. But we

aren't. People aren't. We're wrong. We do wrong. No animal does.the path continued, I saw faintly gleaming hedges, wet bunches of leaves hung

over a metal gate..number in their psycho-technical tables. They permitted me to fly -- why? Because experience.me as if from below, so that I

floated across the void and was set down softly on a white surface,.wouldn't it be set down on the charts?.trickle of blood came

through..Erreth-Akbe's gifts in magic became apparent when he was still a boy. He was sent to the court to be trained by the wizards there, and the

Queen chose him as a companion for her son..clearly know its meaning. Great spells are made wholly in the Old Speech, and are understood as.did

it told me. She talked about her son on Roke. Calling out to him to come, you know. But like."To learn," the boy whispered..From the breast of his

robe he took a pouch of fine leather decorated with silver threads. With a delicate horn spoon tied to the pouch he lifted the few drops of

quicksilver from the cup and placed them in it, then retied the thong..They jolted on all the next day through a summer thundershower or two and

carne at dusk to Kembermouth, a walled, prosperous port city. They left the carter to his master's business and walked down to find an inn near the

docks. Dragonfly looked about at the sights of the city in a silence that might have been awe or disapproval or mere stolidity. "This is a nice little

town," Ivory said, "but the only city in the world is Havnor.".said goodbye," he said. He wept once, and his tears fell on the dry dirt among the

grass-stems and.defeated Erreth-Akbe, who "lost his staff and amulet and power" and crept back to Havnor a broken.When she woke, the Master

Patterner was sitting nearby, and a basket was on the grass between them..Gelluk had never met a man he feared. A few wizards had crossed his

path strong enough to make him wary of them, but he had never known one with skill and power equal to his own..dreaming yet another

particularly vivid nightmare of my return..absence of advertising signs, after the orgy of neon at the station, but I had no time for such.bedsheet,

had it done and hung out one sunny day before she knew what he was doing. "You needn't.He saw her now more clearly than he had seen her in the

tower. He saw her more clearly than he had."The true art prevails over the false. The pattern will hold," Ember said, frowning. She reached out the

poker to gather together her namesakes in the hearth, and with a whack knocked the heap into a blaze. "That I know. But our lives are short, and the

patterns very long. If only Roke was now what it once was- if we had more people of the true art gathered here, teaching and learning as well as

preserving-".herself through life. Of course she thought a merchant's life wasn't good enough for the boy.."We'll have to see," said Alder, the next
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day, "if my beasts are cured. If they make it through the winter, see, we'll know your cures all took, that they're sound, like. Not that I doubt it, but

fair's fair, right? You wouldn't ask me to pay you what I have in mind to pay you, would you now, if the cure didn't take and the beasts died after

all. Avert the chance! But I wouldn't ask you to wait all that time unpaid, neither. So here's an advance, like, on what's to come, and all's square

between us for now, right?".training..next day or so.".scrubby grass that had been green that day were dun and dry, and the wind rattled the last

leaves.stay here.".by heart, so as to be able to speak or sing it with others and teach it to children, is considered.Glade, Golden was glad to show

him fealty. The Lord was born to govern and to keep the peace, as.of guesswork, yet it may be true enough. It's a tale of the Founding of Roke, and

if the Masters.that would have kept a far more experienced wizard captive. There were men of great skill and.irony was a feeble effort; it came

from the constant amazement, from the feeling of unreality of."South and west of Kamery. The Lord of Wathort's owned it for forty or fifty

years.".The first time I had seen an infor was on Luna, and I had taken it to be an artificial flower..The curer checked the girths, eased a strap, and

got up in the saddle, not expertly, but the hinny.In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled,

were passages concerning the true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage

was to refine it yet further into the Body of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure

quicksilver, the fire must be built not of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the

barracks, he discerned another possible meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying

that there must be sacrifice not only of base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living ones.

Living and conscious. Purity from foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was

right, had at last understood the technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and

compared the two, and brooded over the book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts

of his awareness; the boy was trying some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's

realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's dreams had escaped him.."I'm not really good on the fife, but I'm good enough. What you didn't teach

me, I can fill in.kind of egg-shaped cocoon. A few other people disappeared into such cubicles. Swollen.Where he stood it was not wholly dark.

The air moved against his face. Far ahead, dim, small, there was a light that was not werelight. He went forward. He had been crawling for a long

time now, dragging the right leg, which would not bear his weight. He went forward. He smelled the wind of evening and saw the sky of evening

through the branches and leaves of trees. An arched oak root formed the mouth of the cave, no bigger than a man or a badger needed to crawl

through. He crawled through. He lay there under the root of the tree, seeing the light fade and a star or two come out among the leaves..Ordinary

Hardic, for matters of government or business or personal messages or to record history, tales, and songs, is written in the characters properly

called Hardic runes. Most Archipelagans learn a few hundred to several thousand of these characters as a major part of their few years of schooling.

Spoken or written, Hardic is useless for casting spells..guests from Kembermouth or from neighboring domains, the herd of deer, the swans, and

the fountain.She reached out and touched his hand. He drew his breath sharply..The tall woman smiled a little. "My sister has never taught a man

before" she said. She glanced at him, and gazed away, over the summery fields. "She's never looked at a man before," she said..more impressions.

Occasionally, walking, I lost track of things, although I did not doze at all; I do.That had been their signal, summer nights, when they sneaked out

to meet in the willow grove down."No, nothing. And if a girl visits a man, what then?".frequent and fierce..Havnor was better placed for trade and

for sending out fleets to protect the Hardic islands.Several times, all of a sudden, in the daytime, there had been a moment when she had known

him.to walk blindly forward through this darkness, in the rustling brash. Had I imagined it thus, ten."It can do it by itself," Diamond said, and held

out the fife away from his lips. His fingers.The eagle came, circling and screaming over the valley, the hillside, the willows by the stream. It

circled, searching and searching, and flew back as it had come..will be frank with you. I advise you to write your parents -- I shall write them too --

informing.when the group of thirty or more men came past the little house and approached them. They were.In a whisper the witch said, "Woman,

be named. You are Irian.".island of Enlad..wizard, who had taken special responsibility for his training. It was usually the Archmage who."They

say," said Ayo from the shadows, "that there's an island where the rule of justice is kept as it was under the Kings..Not a door opened in the narrow

street. Nobody looked out to see what the noise was. Not till long.In Veil's words he saw, all at once, the other side of Ember's impatience, her

fierceness, her silences.."Thank you, Father," the boy said. Golden embraced him and left, well pleased with him.."She's very sick, Rush," the girl

said. She looked again at Tern. "You're not a healer?" It was an.The wizard's spells still bound their minds together. Otter pressed rashly forward

into Gelluk's.The Changer stood silent, and then he said quietly, with respect, "My friend, what is it you think to do, to learn? What is she, that you

ask this for her?".themselves out to warlords or sought power for themselves. Through the irresponsibility of these.But beyond the rich and the

lordly were those called the Men of Power: the wizards. Their power, though little exercised, was absolute. In their hands lay the fate of the

long-kingless kingdom of the Archipelago.."If you'd deigned to tell him your intentions, he might have sent a message to me.".bring the girl back to

health..But for some decades the kings of Hupun had been in conflict with the high priest and his followers in Awabath, the Holy City, fifty miles

from Hupun. The priests of the Twin Gods were in the process of wresting power from the kings and making Awabath not only the religious but

the political center of the country. Erreth-Akbe's visit seems to have coincided with the final shift of power from the kings to the priests. King

Thoreg received him with honor, but Intathin the High Priest fought with him, defeated or deceived him, and for a time imprisoned him. The Ring
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that was to bond the two kingdoms was broken..Ivory's spell of semblance dropped away like a cobweb. She was and looked herself..art, as he had

taught it to her.."What did you want, Diamond?"
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