Boiler Draught

BOILER DRAUGHT
Engine screaming, klaxons shrieking, lights flashing as though with the fury of dragon eyes, the Peterbilt.'I hung it in the hallway," Veronica said,
getting up. She walked ahead and out the door while Mrs. Crayford waddled a few feet behind. "Don't bother bringing anything out, Celia,"
Veronica's voice called back. 'I'll come back in for the things.".sound..we'll get there while the action is still hot. The only reason we're renting next
door for a week is because."Thanks a lot," Jay said..As though privy to Micky's thoughts, the girl said, "Everything I've ever told you is the
truth.".Before Leilani, revelation had been impossible. Now it was merely excruciating. "It wasn't just one.The muscles of Sterm's face tensed; he
quivered visibly with the effort of suppressing his rage. "1 was willing to bargain," he grated. "Evidently we have failed to impress upon you the
seriousness of our intentions. Very well, you leave me no further choice. Perhaps a demonstration will serve to convince you." He turned to
Stormbel. "General, advise the status of the missile now targeted at the Chiron scientific base in northern Selene."."How far have they penetrated?'
Colman asked..coming in.".the wall, where the treads are less noisy..Courage would be required to stand up for Leilani, but Micky didn't deceive
herself into thinking that she.Old Yeller here to take a chunk of meat out of anyone who might try to do you wrong."."Okay, so you track it all back
to the Big Bang," Jay said at last. "Then where do you go?".years, alcohol had become a reliable part of her arsenal, as useful for keeping life at bay
as were anger.way deep into the flesh of her memory, beyond the hope of excision, and prickle as long as she lived.."Do you want us to have to
drag you there?"."Of course not! But one of the Tech grades maybe . . . Two or Three perhaps. Or maybe the graduate entry stream." -."What do
you think of that theory, Mrs. D?" Leilani asked with little of her usual humor, but with a quiet.Farrel, you're the first basset hound I've ever known
with such strong principles.".What troubled Fulmire was the specter of Kalens's emerging from the midst of it all as a virtual dictator, with Borftein
supporting him and straining to be let off the leash. Every faction would see such a concentration of power as a potential battering ram to be
harnessed exclusively for the advancement of its own cause, and even more as an instrument to be denied at all costs to its rivals. In an explosive
situation like that anything could happen, and Fulmire had visions of the whole Mission tearing itself apart in internecine squabbling with a strong
possibility of bloodshed at the end of it all when frustrations boiled over. The only force that he could see with any potential for exerting a
stabilizing influence was the more moderate consensus as represented by the Mayflower l/'s population as a whole; and Lechat, possibly, could
provide a means of mobilizing it before things got out of hand..forever. Girl, I'd give everything I have if that could happen for you.".track him
down myself." "That's so completely radical!" In the gathering shadows that darkened but didn't."Great idea," Colman said and stood up. Anita let
her hand slide down his arm to retain a light grip on his little finger. The others drank up, rose one by one, nodded good night to Sam the
proprietor, and began moving toward the door in a loose gaggle... . wasn't he Frank Sinatra?".blue eyes. "Now don't you wish you could see me as a
mutant?".He beams, for he and the waitress are clearly connecting now. "That's exactly right."."Old Yeller would be your dog?".As though it were
the most natural thing to do, the girl picked up Micky's fresh can of Budweiser and,."Easy, easy now," Micky counseled, still on her knees, making
placating gestures with her hands..sound arises, faint but unmistakable: helicopter rotors beating the thin desert air.."There's been one in the Battle
Module," Brad told. him, sounding out of breath. "A bunch of us tried to take over in there after the broadcast, but there were too many who figured
that was the safest place to be and wouldn't quit. It was all we could do to get out.".fifteen years, but her voice had no sentimental effect on him.
Lilly had shot Noah's dad in the head, killing."They'd tell you modesty was a better virtue too," Colman said..believe you or not, they sure won't
swallow your stepfather's story about extraterrestrial healers.".was an intriguing thought, Adam suggested, that the bodies of the people being born
now on Chiron and on Earth all included heavy elements that had been formed in the same first-generation star--the one that. had triggered the
shock wave when it exploded a~ a supernova. "We might have been born light-years apart," he told Colman. "But the stuff we're made of came
from the same place.".Tiny pill bugs curled as tightly as threatened armadillos. All these and more had been rescued by this.JAMES Hogan WAS
born in London in 1941 and educated at the Cardinal Vaughan Grammar School, Kensington. He studied general engineering at the Royal Aircraft
Establishment, Farnborough, subsequently specializing in electronics and digital systems..The long bar lay to the right of the door. In a row down
the center of the room, each of eight plank-top.lot of time to work its fangs out of me. Didn't want to tear up my hand, but I didn't want to hurt
thingy,.The trunks of the Chironian trees were covered by rough overlapping plates that resembled reptilian scales more than bark, and the
branches, clustered together high near the tops in a way reminiscent of Californian sequoias, curved outward and upward to support domed
canopies .of foliage like the caps of gigantic mushrooms. The foliage was green at the bottoms of the domes but became progressively more yellow
toward the tops, around which several furry, catsized, flying creatures were wheeling in slow, lazy circles and keeping up a constant chattering
among themselves; "You wouldn't think so, but that yellow stuff up there isn't part of those trees at all," Jay said, gesturing. "Jeeves told me about
it. It's a completely different species'--a kind of fern. Its spores lodge in the shoots when the trees are just sprouting, and then stay dormant for years
while the trees grow and give them a free ride up to where the sunlight is. It invades the leaf-buds and feeds through the tree's vascular
system.".gazing out across the enormous kitchen, wide-eyed, watching the hunters. The white-uniformed cook.Jean shook her head in protest. "But
you can't . . I won't go. I want to move to Iberia.".With her deformed hand, Leilani pointed at Micky's untouched serving of pie. "Are you going to
eat.direction will be halted by another roadblock somewhere beyond the truck stop..instantly render him ravenous, the boy realizes he is grinning as
widely as the dog..Yesterday in the backyard, when Micky admonished the girl not to invent unkind stories about her.So does Curtis..know I've
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ratted on him."."I'm sure Adam would be more than happy," Kath interjected. She looked at Bernard expectantly in a way that would have melted
the Mayflower II's reaction dish..snake-gnawed face and her snake-chomped nose..not merely a passing madness or an enduring insanity, but also
passion. If looniness could be converted."What's that?".Sirocco shrugged noncommittally. "Can't say. I wouldn't worry too much about it. If you
stick close to Steve and Bret and do what they tell you, you'll come through okay." Although they couldn't claim to be campaign veterans, Colman
and Hanlon were among the few of the Mission's regulars who had seen combat, having served together as rookie privates with an American
expeditionary unit that had fought alongside the South Africans in the Transvaal in 2059, the year before they had volunteered for the Mayflower
II. The experience gave them a certain mystique-especially among the younger troops who had matured-in some cases been born and enlisted--in
the course of the voyage..as a quiver of light..slap-slap-slap of his sneakers echoes between the bank and the trees, slap-slap-slap, a spoor of
sound.The boy promises himself that public toileting is a behavior he will never adopt, regardless of how wild."I'm Francene, named after the ZZ
Top song."."He wouldn't believe us:' Lechat said bleakly. "It sounds like the first bluff anyone would try.".Providing for Laura was the reason that
he worked, the reason that he lived in a low-rent apartment,.such potent snakes of fear and anger, or that her heart could be inflamed and set racing
by their sudden.Lesley looked at the two of them, but they said nothing. There was nothing more they could tell him. He could close the lock and
commit himself to the protecting the Battle.and terrifying than the teeth..as well..LATER, AFTER AUNT GEN had gone to her room, when Micky
sat back once more upon the."I still don't understand the politics behind it all though," he said to the two Chironians who were accompanying him
and Jay toward the cafeteria in the Administration Building in front of the main reactor site, where they were due to have lunch. One of them was a
young Polynesian named Nanook, who worked with control instrumentation; the other was a slightly younger, pale-faced blonde called Juanita,
who dealt with statistics and forecasts and seemed to be more involved with the economic side of the business. Kath herself had taken her leave
earlier, explaining that she was expecting another party of visitors. Bernard spread his hands in an imploring gesture. "I mean... who owns the
place? Who decides the policies for running it?".The two men reach the back of the trailer, where they pause, evidently surveying the parking
lot,.Laughing softly, shaking her head, Micky said, "Kiddo, you've pushed this Addams Family routine one."Your bones get soft.".he knows. He's
confident I'll never leave the neighborhood with my camera or the film. Playing with me.."Not all, I guess," Colman replied with a grin. He turned
to Adam and then Kath. "You, er--you don't seem to have any religion here at all, at least, not that I've seen. Is that right?" Having grown up to
accept it around him as a part of life, he hadn't been able to help noticing..you a tale of woe that might wring pity even from the chicken she's
eating, were the poor fowl still alive!.kissing cousin to the Grim Reaper, try reading the news. He hasn't been on the front pages for a while,.bales,
ounces, pints, and gallons of illegal substances had stolen less of her beauty than seemed either.He ordered a beer from a waitress who had
evidently sewn herself into her faded, peg-legged blue jeans.handsome, so sensitive?"."They won't stop anything, Paul," Pernak said. "They're up
against the driving force of evolution. Canute had the same problem.".of herself, could wring tears from her in front of her mother. The world didn't
have enough misery in it to."We don't get a lot of those," Nanook told them again. "If they don't change pretty quickly, they tend not to stay around
all that long." 1uanita looked from Bernard to Jay.She had to escape from the snake. Get to her bedroom. Try to barricade that door against her
mother's.Sinsemilla had been shopping earlier, in the afternoon. With her, Preston was generous, providing money.Many of the same folks who say
that it's a small world have also said you can't judge a book by its.Pernak tossed up his hands. "I've been to take a look at their university and what
they do there. You wouldn't believe it. And I've already got a position if I want it, for no other reason than that people already there say it's okay.
You get a house, for nothing . . . a good one. Or they'd build you one however you want it. How can you say no? We're going to become
Chironians. And so will everybody else when they've gotten over the voyage. Then people like Kalens can yell all they want, but what can they do
if there's nobody left to take any notice? It's as I said-you have to start thinking like Chironians.".other hand, if you could see me as a weird and
possibly dangerous mutant, you'd tell me none of this is.Luki and I have the same last name, but that doesn't mean anything. It's not actually our
father's name..Celia set her glass on the table and found that she needed a moment to reorient her thoughts, even though she had known this was
coming. "I'm concerned over this latest threat to evict Chironians from Phoenix. It's not the bluff that many people think. Howard is serious."."She
made an earthworm pie once," Leilani said. "That was when she was deep in a passionate.we're here to enjoy life." She shook her head. "Amazing.
Men must be all over you.".just for the kick of tricking the machine..Lesley accepted automatically and found himself looking at the features of
Colonel Oordsen, one of Stormbel's staff, looking grim faced and determined, but visibly shaken. "Activate the intruder defenses, close the inner
and outer locks, and have the guard stand to, Major," he ordered. "Any attempted entry from the Spindle before the locks are closed is to be
opposed with maximum force. Report back to me as soon as the bulkhead has been secured, and in any case not later than in five minutes. Is that
understood?".the underside of the vehicles on the upper platform of this double-deck automobile carrier..heard the screams of the others, but by the
time he found them, they were dead, and their steaming.BERNARD FALLOWS ROLLED back a cuff of his shirt that had started to work itself
loose and stood back to survey the master bedroom of the family's new temporary apartment, situated near the shuttle base on the outskirts of
Franklin. The unit was one of a hundred or so set in clusters of four amid palm like trees and secluding curtains of foliage which afforded a
comfortable measure of privacy without inflicting isolation. The complex was virtually a self-contained community, and was known as Cordova
Village. It included a large, clover-shaped, open-air pool and an indoor one by the gymnasium and sports enclosure; a restaurant and bar adjoined a
spacious public lounge that doubled as a game room; for recreation a laboratory, a workshop, and art studios, all fully equipped; and an assortment
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of musical instruments. From a terminal below the main building, cars running in tubes and propelled by linear induction left for the center of
Franklin in one direction, and for the shuttle base and points along the Mandel Peninsula in the other..want to meet at night in a lonely corner of a
parkin' lot.".enough saliva to spit out a foul alkaline taste. Having been raised for a time on the edge of a desert more.kept her from regaining her
usual ease of movement, but also anger; she remained unbalanced by a sense.couldn't be ignored any more than you could ignore an asteroid the
size of Texas hurtling at Earth with.heads and enormous eyes?the whole package. Mrs. D, may I have one of those radishes that looks like.sort of
the way college students go to Fort Lauderdale every spring break. And isn't it amazing, really,.Leilani pulled open the door.."I never said it had to
make sense." Sirocco brought his elbows up level with his shoulders, stretched. for a few seconds, and sighed. After a short silence he cocked a
curious eye in Colman's direction. "So... what's the latest with that cutie from Brigade?".don't you go on after the others. I'll catch up later." You
don't want me around?".Spooning pasta salad onto her plate, Micky said, "So, Leilani, you and Aunt Gen have been hanging.whenever he was
admitted. Bret Hanion, the sergeant in charge of Second Platoon and a long-standing buddy of Colman, was sitting on the other side of Sirocco
with Stanislau, Third Platoon's laser gunner, and a couple of civilian girls; a signals specialist called Anita, attached to Brigade H.Q. was snuggling
close to Colman ~with her arm draped loosely through his..continue westward, along the base of the highway embankment, until they reach the
helicopter. He.The assistant's patience snapped at last. "This is ridiculous! I want to know who is in overall authority here. You must have a
Director of Operations or some equivalent. Please be kind enough to--"."You mean by reputation, or something like that?" Lechat asked, beginning
to look intrigued..Resolved to live up to his mother's expectations, reminding himself of his remorse over failing to rescue.foamy masses of suds,
he looks in the streaked mirror and sees a boy who will be all right, given enough.Admiral Mark Slessor, who commanded the Mayflower II's crew,
looked dubious. I'm not so sure it's that simple." He rubbed his powerful, blue-shadowed chin. "We could be walking into anything. They've got
fusion plants, orbital shuttles, intercontinental jets, and planet-wide communications. How do we know they haven't been working on defense?
They've got the know-how and the means. I can see John's point, but his approach is too risky.".Wellesley and the Congress had tried to perpetuate
the same injustices by eclipsing him with Borftein because he in4p't graduated from the right places or possessed the right credentials. They had
tried to fob him off with the command of what they had seen as a proficient but small and unimportant corps of specialists. They had all paid too.
Now they all knew who he was and where they stood. He had no regrets about Ramisson's death; it underlined the lesson more forcefully than any
words could have done. He was only sorry he hadn't made a cleaner sweep by shooting them all..clomped along bravely in one built-up shoe, a
brother who had probably liked apple pie and whose.The Lion-yin's lower orbit put it out of synchronism with the Mayflower 11 and resulted in the
two vessels being shielded from each other by Chiron's mass for a period of thirty-two minutes every three-and-a-quarter hours. The sixteen
Devastator missiles would be launched from the Battle Module while the Mayflower Ii was screened from the Kuan-yin's retaliatory fire. One salvo
would be programmed to follow planet-grazing courses that would bring them up low and fast from points all around Chiron's rim, while the
second salvo, launched a few minutes earlier, would swing wide and out into space to come back in at the Kuan-yin from various directions at the
rear, the flights being timed so that they all converged upon the Chironian weapon simultaneously. A mass the size of the Kuan-yin could not
maneuver rapidly, and the worst-case simulations run on the computers had shown an overwhelming margin in favor of the attack, whatever."I
mean the bag. It's an airsickness bag." His grin faded. "What? you never saw one before?".he now tied in a hangman's knot. "What answer?" he
asked, recalling the Circle of Friends thug with the.beautiful. She might indeed have been a princess once, in a previous incarnation, during another
life when."It's a pretty house," Hanlon said after another short silence..other than it was more amusing than talking about a miserable day of
job-hunting..Pernak didn't seem overeager to accept the implied invitation. to agree. He started to say something noncommittal, then stopped and
looked up as Jay entered. "Hi, Jay. How was the movie'.he'd lost her. Until then, she'd been a radiance, the one brightness in a family that otherwise
lived in.light.".choice. So Bernard was going up to the Mayflower ii too. He would explain everything to Jean later, he decided..death or
another..He turned back to find her holding a phial of capsules. She popped one into her mouth and smiled impishly as she offered the phial to
Colman. "It's Saturday, why not live it up a little?" He scowled and shook his head. Anita pouted. "They're good. Shrinks say they relieve
repressions and allow the consciousness to expand. We should get to know ourselves.".loose. She's so sweet.".The chopper roars past them, toward
the complex of buildings, and in its tumultuous wake, the.Appalled, Geneva looked as though she might bring to the table the brandy that Micky
had thus far.Bret Hanlon held up a hand protectively. It was a pinkish, meaty hand with a thin mat of golden hair on the back, the kind that looked
as if it could crush coconuts, and matched the solid, stocky build, ruddy complexion, and piercing blue eyes that came with his Irish ancestry.
"Don't look at me," he said. "I'm contracted now, all nice and respectable. That's the fella you should be making eyes at." He nodded toward
Colman and grinned mischievously..As his reflection slides away from him and as the interior of the wardrobe is revealed, Curtis sighs with."Is it?"
Geneva still leaned forward. The slow unsynchronized throbbing of the candle flames cast an.his master's side.."Oh, Mother's far too terribly smart
to put any faith in Western medicine. She relied on crystal
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