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Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like
number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade
and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus;
so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised
and sang the following verses:.The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and invested him with [the control of] all his affairs
and of his kingdom and the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an
old man, a woodcutter, and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and
killest my family.' 'What [meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell
the wood there for three dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the
tithe without the city, the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I
in this circumstance are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?' asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.? ? ? ?
? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..When El Melik ez Zahir heard
Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..Presently, his father and
his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and
behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted
hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his
stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered
the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon
the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former,
'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..The master of police held
his hand from him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I
am the son of him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk
[crowd] in troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said
to the third, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the
sword, (79) so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So
the master of police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story
of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Wherewith farewell, quoth I, and peace be on thee aye, What while the
branches bend, what while the stars abide..So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great
plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I
heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he
said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay
me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I
can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show,
They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still
craving union with me and suing for my sight!.? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry and sheen..? ? ? ?
? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.? ? ? ? ? God
knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.? ? ? ? ? And dromedaries,
too, of price and goodly steeds and swift Of many a noble breed, yet found no favour in my eyne!".? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.? ? ?
? ? My kinsmen and my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..Presently, her brothers returned,
whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and
if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there
appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide
and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my
genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him
of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become
the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.? ? ? ? ? Persist
not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.A friend of mine once invited me to an
entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of
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gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been
used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126)
Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that
happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but
he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between
me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing
ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns
and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of
the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its
inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no
wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was
[king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and
the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and
perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself,
"Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking
myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy,
gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her
father's comeliness..Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his
house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the
rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it
empty. Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and
disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop,
whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he
took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..155. Hassan of Bassora and
the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and
said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and
changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.Then the two kings entered the bath, and when
they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they
were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the
first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that
she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not
dcccciv.The Sixth Day.? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis
dight.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that
which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered
after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the
sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till
we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the
hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it.
Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and
recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern,
and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself
thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent]
and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be
necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.An if ye'd of evil be quit,
look that no evil ye do, ii. 192..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..? ? ? ? ? O thou that
blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..Then he wrote a letter to King
Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and may God the
Most High prolong thy days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment! Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy service and in
caring for the preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee; but now I abound yet more than before in zeal and
watchfulness, for that I have taken this to charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king
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with the letter and a present..So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's son. Now
there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his servant
Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.Son and his
Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his, i. 218.113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.The king took his wife, the mother of his sons,
and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon
them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a
shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a
coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it
was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the
other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her,
came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an
old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none
gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story
lxiii.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of
understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and
magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest
parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was
endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she
had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had
thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment
to mankind..? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dcxvi.88. The Mad Lover dclxxiv.? ? ? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who
caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it
had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and
bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance,
handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I
was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How
camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have
an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied
the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.? ? ? ? ? Who art thou,
wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..When she had made
an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the
village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the
villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen
and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So
they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest
thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before
him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my
death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars,
together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.When the king returned from his journey, he questioned
his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and wherewith
I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the
king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal
counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose
piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is
to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to
the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him
what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw and heard.'.So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked
his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had
brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ
me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in
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quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted
upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her
and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming
at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..Fortune,
Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill, i. 70..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none
drinking. Then he entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to
observing the goodliness of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the
moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his
case; whereupon quoth she, 'What sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O
my lady,' answered he, 'this is my desire and that in quest whereof I am going about.'.Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii.
245..The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair and imagined that he
was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing the other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and if my wife know
me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful baggage his wife saw
him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of repute, having
a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will requite thee thy
deed.'.?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..The folk of the quarter heard him and assembled under the window; and when he was ware of
them, he opened the window and said to them, "Are ye not ashamed, O pimps? Every one in his own house doth what he will and none hindereth
him; but we drink one poor day and ye assemble and come, cuckoldy varlets that ye are! To-day, wine, and to-morrow [another] matter; and from
hour to hour [cometh] relief." So they laughed and dispersed. Then the girl drank till she was intoxicated, when she called to mind her lord and
wept, and the old man said to her, "What maketh thee weep, O my lady?" "O elder," replied she, "I am a lover and separated [from him I love]."
Quoth he, "O my lady, what is this love?" "And thou," asked she, "hast thou never been in love?" "By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "never in all
my life heard I of this thing, nor have I ever known it! Is it of the sons of Adam or of the Jinn?" She laughed and said, "Verily, thou art even as
those of whom the poet speaketh, when as he saith ..." And she repeated the following verses:.INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM
THE ARABIC".? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I trow..? ? ? ? ? How many a
mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the
[promised] story, "Hearkening and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.Thy presence
honoureth us and we, i. 13.."Know, O my lord," answered she, "that I am a maiden oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith
to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no
distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth
the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath
been bountiful to him and he is a man puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young
merchant, "and what is his condition?" And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis who
administer justice in this city.".Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made herself mistress
of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of abundant wit and
knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of their children;
whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king to renounce
that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive somewhat for
the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his presence, I will seek
thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and let the king hear a
story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is well,' answered the
other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and abounding recompense in
the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me
passing sore, ii. 226..The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR
WIFE..There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage.
So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so
they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's
wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and
he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul
prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto
presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old
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Man, The, i. 247..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people
of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the
measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they
went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I
purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion
on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..See, then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God
caused the viziers' malice revert upon their own necks; and I trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king
and show forth the truth unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless
of offence, and if I knew that I were guilty of aught, my tongue would be mute.".? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom
Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me
not, no, nor my heavy cheer..34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.When it was the sixth day, the viziers'
wrath redoubled, for that they had not compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to
him and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee.
Verily, thou persistest long in sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the
talk redoubleth suspicions on thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By
Allah, indeed, ye say sooth and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and
find no helper for thee and see them all athirst for thy blood?".Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..10. Women's Craft
cxcv-cc.?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had come
thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of a
nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that
he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and
the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head
liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber
after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle
grace, iii. 192..[So he fared on towards them] and when he drew near unto them, he knew them and they knew him; whereupon they lighted down
from their horses and saluting him, gave him joy of his safety and the folk flocked to him. When he came to his father, they embraced and greeted
each other a long time, whilst neither of them availed unto speech, for the greatness of that which betided them of joy in reunion. Then El Abbas
bade the folk mount; so they mounted and his mamelukes surrounded him and they entered Baghdad on the most magnificent wise and in the
highest worship and glory..? ? ? ? ? Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or
mine..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan strove to win
my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog
of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars
to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation. [Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each
of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts, face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other
than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words
and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and
answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden
him..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night, iii. 6..Then he conferred on
him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart
with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete
thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the
time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not
thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them.
When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade
hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming]
and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to
her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour.
Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he
purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain
before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to
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thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart
quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in
this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me
and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay
him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole,
That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..When Merjaneh had made an
end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to
speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the
[same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.Quoth I (and mine
a body is of passion all forslain), iii. 81..Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and
to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her,
(now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the
following verses:.O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and
thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.Then the king
summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king
had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and
did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how
deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning
the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the
traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it away, yea,
and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young man opened
the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..Then he turned to the viziers and
said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath
fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and
it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and
crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment,
till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom
be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dccccii.When the king heard his vizier's
story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his
wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies
of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and
chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of
dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now
there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon
him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he
sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and
the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and
confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".When the evening evened, the king summoned
his vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart for thy love that
languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.? ? ? ? ? I shut myself up with my love; no
spy betwixt us was; We feared no enemies' despite, no envious neighbour's hate..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king
might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his
former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known
from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the
perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that
wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and
forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified
above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to
twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are
three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and
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denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his
favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..51.
The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of
considerable value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As
for me, I sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a
parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the
water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on
thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his
bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he
loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray
for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be healed, and he was
straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them
forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the
brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her
and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and
falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'
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