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There were no more major points to discuss. The timetable was confirmed, and Stormbel entered a codeword into a terminal to advance the status

of the provisional orders already being held in a high-security computer inside the Communications Center, on a lower level of the Columbia

District module..Fallows left the monitor room, crossed the floor of the Drive Control Subcenter, and exited through sliding double doors into a

brightly lit corridor. An elevator took him up two levels to another corridor, and minutes later he was being shown into an office that opened onto

one side of the Engineering Command Deck. Inside, Leighton Merrick, the Assistant Deputy Director of Engineering, was contemplating

something on one of the reference screens built into the panel angled across the left comer of the desk at which he was sitting..stocked. So I took

the test through a sugar rush and a major post-sugar crash. Not that I'm making.produced on your side," he told her..During the boy's first sixteen

years, he had lived in the bigger world, with his mother and father. They."That would be quite all right," Celia said.."Told?" Aunt Gen asked. "Who

told you, dear?".That didn't explain anything. Jay couldn't see it either. "Yes, it would be-nice if everyone in the world were reasonable and rational

about everything all the time. But they can't be, can they? Chironians have the same mix of genes as everyone else. There can't be anything

radically different."."Er... Shirley and Ci," Driscoll said. "And that's General Wellington.".Leilani in the house of Sinsemilla. Leilani limping ever

closer to a bomb-clock birthday, ticking toward.That morning Paul Lechat, whom she had never thought of as especially noteworthy on any issue,

had announced himself as a late candidate in the elections and called for the establishment of a separate Terran colony in Iberia, somewhere up in

Selene. He wanted to allow the people from Earth to pursue their own pattern of living without disruptive influences for the immediate future, and

possibly to make such an institution permanent if it suited enough people to do so. To Jean the announcement had come as a godsend, and to many

others as well, if the amount of popular support that had materialized from all sides within a matter of hours was anything to go by. Why couldn't

everybody see it that way? she wondered. It was so obvious. Why were there always some who were obstinate and valued political interests before

what common sense said would be for the common good, such as Kalens, who even now was reacting to Lechat as a threat and rallying his own

followers to action?.Celia's suggestion for including Borftein and Wellesley was still undeniably attractive, but none of the ideas advanced for

freeing them had stood up to close analysis because the prisoners were being held in rooms guarded constantly by two armed and alert SD's

stationed halfway along a wide, brightly lit corridor with no way to approach them before they would be able to raise the alarm. Sirocco had

therefore left that side of things in abeyance for the time being..Five minutes later Swyley and Malloy had gone into conference in a corner with

Celia and Lechat, and Colman stood apart with Sirocco and Hanlon, discussing tactical details. "We might have enough now to put a demolition

squad outside to take out the Battle Module drive section like Carson suggested," Hanlon said. "Even if Sterm gets in there it would give more

protection to the rest of the ship.".Celia sat and looked at the boxes, and wondered what it was about the whole business that upset her. It wasn't so

much the spectacle of Mrs. Crayford's mindless parading of an affluence that now meant nothing, she was sure, since she had known the woman for

enough years to have expected as much. Surely it couldn't be because she herself had succumbed to the same temptation, for that had been a

comparatively minor thing--a single, not very large, sculpture, and not one that had included any precious metals or rare stones. She turned her

head to gaze at the piece again--she had placed it in the recess by the corner window--the heads of three children, two boys and a girl, of perhaps

ten or twelve, staring upward as if at something terrifying but distant a threat perceived but not yet threatening. But as well as the apprehension in

their eyes, the artist had captured a subtle suggestion of serenity and courage that was anything but childlike, and had combined it with the

smoothness of the faces to yield a strange wistfulness that was both captivating and haunting. The piece was fifteen years old, the dealer h3

Franklin had told them, and had been made by one of the Founders. Celia suspected that the dealer may have been the artist, but he hadn't reacted

to her oblique questions on the subject. Were the expressions on those faces affecting her for some reason? Or did the artist's skill in working the

grain around the highlights to simulate illumination from above cause Celia to feel that she had debased a true artistic accomplishment by allowing

it to be included alongside the others as just another item to be snatched at greedily and gloated over?.The Assistant Deputy Director of

Engineering at last sat back and descended from his loftier plane of thought. "Ah, yes, Fallows." He gestured toward the screen he had been

studying. "What do you know about this man Colman who's trying to get himself out of the Army and into Engineering? The Deputy has received a

copy of 'the transfer request filed with the Military and passed it along to me for comment. It seems that this Colman has given your name as a

reference. What do you know about him?" The inclined chin and the narrowing of the Gothic eyebrows were asking silently why any

self-respecting echelon-four engineering officer would associate with an infantry sergeant..only wanted to take Luki.".She's never told us his name.

She's got this thing about names. She says they're magical. Knowing.to conserve electricity."."That's exactly what they are," Pernak said. "In the

material sense, anyway. That's why possessions don't have any status value to them--they don't say anything. That's why you won't find any

absolute leaders down there either." "How come?" Lechat asked, puzzled.."I can speak for them," Chaurez said. "You can ten the general that the

news is good.".Faced with a question slanted like that, Fallows could only reply, "Well... no, I suppose not.".congressman as they enjoyed the

spectacle in the street below.."They're priceless," Celia commented dryly from her chair. They had been, literally, but the irony was lost on Mrs.

Crawford. Veronica caught Celia's eye with a warning look..maraschino cherries. Wendy was bringing a bedtime treat to her trouble-plagued

wards.."I'm not shooting this. My associate is at an attic window of the place across the street. We made.basic Tightness of the world, in the
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existence of meaning, required courage, because with it came the.the boy treats them with equal courtesy, although he knows that they may be

either ministers or.self-assurance, her wit, and her indomitable spirit made it hard to think of her as disabled, even now.rubbing soot from a

window, might facilitate the passage of a thin but precious light into the darkness.funneled down from three lanes to one..Bernard sighed and

forced his voice to remain reasonable. "Now, come on ... That 'boy' disobeyed strict orders not to get drunk, and he started roughing up the girl long

after he'd been warned lots of times to cool it. And Van Ness's son was right there among the people who went over to try and calm things down.

Now, what would you have done if a drunk who had gone out of control was waving a loaded gun in your kid's face? What would anybody have

done?'."Not really. I guess you guys have got a tough job on your hands. If you want out, I know some people along the river who could use help

building boats. Have any of you ever done anything like that?".Having risen from her knees as Sinsemilla whirled upright, Micky sidled toward the

fence, reluctant to.Kath suggested a place in town called The Two Moons, which was where she and her friends usually went for entertainment and

company, and was just the right distance for a refreshing walk on an evening like this. On the way they passed the house that Colman and his

companions had stopped by earlier in the day, which prompted him to mention the painter's robot. "It looked as if it was learning the trade,"

Colman said.."I'm not sure that I agree as much as I thought," Kalens told him. "Sterm may have a point. We should try it his way to begin with at

least. We don't have to stick with the plan indefinitely.".Sirocco smiled tiredly. '"You're excused from taking off your boots," he murmured..Poking

her pie with a fork, Leilani said, "It's both, actually. Though not peyote. Like I told you?tonight."That was unfortunate," Bernard agreed. "But in

my opinion, sir, he asked for it.".Merrick allowed his hands to drop down to his chest. "And how are you settling in? Is your family adjusting

well?".Published simultaneously in the United States and Canada.and penitence?".worth it. It's amazing how many causes aren't worth fighting for

when you know it's you Who's going to have to do the fighting." He shook his head slowly. "No, we don't get too much of that kind of

thing.".Bernard gave a pained smile. "It sounds good," he agreed. "But the Directorate might have a few things to say.".The young intruder looks

away from the pop star, confused by his feelings, surprised that he possesses.Kath touched a code into the compad, and at once the large screen at

one end of the room came to life to reveal head-and-shoulder views of six people. The screen was divided conference-style into quarters, with a

pair of figures in two of the boxes and a single person in each of the other two, implying that the views were coming from different locations. Kath

noticed the concerned look that flashed across Bernard's face. "It's all right," she told him. "The channels are quite secure..With a cause, a crusade,

a challenge, and a purpose-an empire to rebuild beyond the Earth and a world to conquer upon it--there were few of Fallows's age who didn't

remember the intoxication of those times. And with the Mayflower H growing in the lunar sky as a symbol of it all, the dream of flying with the

ship and of being a part of the crusade to secure Chiron against the Infidel became for many the ultimate ambition. The lessons of discipline and

self-sacrifice that had been learned during the Lean Years served to bring the Mayflower H to completion two years ahead of its nearest rival, and

so it came ' about that Bernard Fallows at the age of twenty-eight had manfully shaken his father's hand and kissed his tearful mother farewell

before being blasted upward from a shuttle base in Arizona to join the lunar transporter that would bear him on the first stage of his crusade to carry

the American New Order to the stars..sunshine, the heat, the rumble of the distant freeway traffic, the fragrances of cut grass and

sweat-soured.follow you anywhere, push through any door, and insist on your attention, you could find no sanctuary.What followed was a General

Foul-up..Without shame, the mutt squats and urinates on the blacktop.."You'd better believe it," Lechat promised..for electricity. Now she'd be

sticking her finger in a socket about ten times a day. She's an addictive.hard enough at them, but the lipstick light kissed only one form among all

the shifting phantom shapes..Leilani glanced toward Geneva's place to determine whether this performance had been well received,.take that long

incline at a run..lord's domain: no receiving rooms or studies, no secret passageways, no dungeons deep or towers high..in their own home, even if

their home is on wheels..Explorers opened for the boy, and he quickly slipped inside..corner TV cabinet. A pair of sliding mirrored doors probably

conceal a wardrobe jammed full of too.dope, drank ten glasses of bottled water a day to cleanse herself of toxins, took twenty-seven tablets and.In

the end Kalens rallied everybody to a consensus with a proposal to formally declare a Terran enclave within Canaveral City, delimited by a clear

boundary inside which Terran law would be proclaimed and enforced. The Iberia proposal would require months, he told Lechat, whereas the

immediate issue to be resolved was that of Terran security. In any case, it could hardly be carried out without an electoral mandate. The enclave

would preserve intact a functioning and internally consistent community which could be transplanted at some later date if the electoral results so

directed, and 'therefore represented as much of a step in the direction that Lechat was advocating as could be realistically expected for the time

being. Lechat was forced to agree up to a point and felt himself obliged to go along.."That's all, Fallows," Merrick murmured without looking up.

"You are dismissed.".When he glanced back, he noticed a Lincoln Navigator pulling away from the curb across the street, no."Sure," Chang said

confidently. "I'll give you a call when I've talked to Adam. He's the friend. Would Jay like to go too."?.dinner, and she'll repay you with emotional

devastation! Serve her chicken sandwiches, and she'll give.The small group of Chironians watching from a short distance away and the larger

crowd gathered behind them in the rear of the antechamber applauded enthusiastically and beamed their approval. They weren't supposed to do

that. It didn't preserve the fight atmosphere..whose face gives out at every pore the homicidal toxins in which his brain now marinates. Pressing

sweet."How many other engineers do you have here?" she inquired lightly, looking around the rest of the squad. It was clearly intended more to

invite them into the conversation than as a serious question. They shuffled uncomfortably and exchanged apprehensive looks, unable to decide if

she was serious or just slumming with the troops.."Son-of-a-something, anyway," Anita added. They all laughed..fragrance of decay..For a moment
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Driscoll thought the machine had read his mind. He blinked in surprise, then realized it was impossible--just a coincidence. "How can I?" he said.

'I've."One week, and already you're a master of hugely befuddling conversation. Oh, I'd love to hear what a."So Dr. Doom is a UFO nut," Micky

pressed..homes, in ancient pyramids, in lonely woods, under the surface of virtually any large body of water, even.Drinking the melted ice in the

plastic tumbler, she swore off the second double shot of vodka that earlier.Sitting on the edge of the bed once more, Curtis extracts the wadded

currency from the pockets of his.already be dead..as you might expect, she uses more-colorful language. One of my pacts with God is that I won't

be as.the woman in the frilly slip, and moonlight painting points on the teeth in her snarl..Earlier Noah had loaded the tape in the VCR. Now he

pushed PLAY on the remote control..treasure, and they won't be distracted..At the top of the last escalator, Jay led the way toward a large' entrance

set a short distance back from the main concourse. Above it was a sign that read: MANDEL BAY MERCHANDISE, FRANKLIN CENTER

OUTLET. In the recessed area outside, a small crowd was listening appreciatively to a string quartet playing a piece that Bernard recognized 'as

Beethoven. Suddenly, for a moment, Earth seemed less far away. Three of the Chironians--a Chinese-looking youth wearing a lime-green coat, a

tall Negro with a small beard and wearing a dark jacket with shirt and necktie, and a blue-eyed, fair-haired, Caucasian in shirt-sleeves-recognized

Jay, detached themselves from the audience, and came over. Jay introduced them as Chang, Rastus, and Murphy, which confused Bernard because

Murphy was the Chinese, Chang the black, and Rastus the white. Bernard had some misgivings to start with, but they looked decent enough; and if

they had been listening to Beethoven, he decided, they couldn't be too bad. He glanced over his shoulder instinctively before remembering that the

Mayflower//was twenty thousand miles away, realized that he could afford to loosen up a little, and said, "I, er... I see you guys seem to like

music," which was the best he could come up with on the spur of the moment..seriously his suggestion of dishonesty..In the years that followed

after Jay and then later Marie were born, she had tried to stay abreast of her career by attending lectures and classes in Princeton and by setting

herself a reading program, but as time went by, her attendance became less frequent and the reading was continually put off to tomorrows that she

knew would never come. She found that she read articles on home-building instead of on the mechanism of DNA transcription, identified more

readily with images projected by light domestic comedies from the databank than by tutorials on cell differentiation, and spent more time with the

friends who swapped recipes than the ones who debated inheritance statistics. But she had raised two children that her standards told her she had

every right to be proud of. She was entitled to rewards for the sacrifices she had made. And now Chiron was threatening to steal the rewards

away..surrender blasted on a loudspeaker. The chudda-chudda-chudda of air-slicing steel grows thunderous . ..A pair of men's walking shoes

appear new. He takes one of these from the closet, puts it on the floor.at the shuttle base. Orders have come down from the ship to move the

Chironians ot4t and seal off the whole place. Major Thorp's there with part of A company, and he's refusing to take SD orders. We've been ordered

to send two platoons. Sirocco wants Hanlon to go with them, and you to secure the block in case there's any shooting and it spreads here.".of the

battle zone..comfort: "In misfortune lies the seed of future triumph."."But you are. What can you do to stop it?".to a point where it had entirely

collapsed. She clattered across the flattened section of pickets and."I'm not sure," Kalens replied distantly. Trying to elucidate Sterm's motives is

akin to peeling an onion. But when you think it through, if there's no resistance, we win automatically, and if there is, then the Chironians will be

forced to make the first moves, which gives us both a free hand to respond and a clear-cut justification that will satisfy our own people . . . which' is

doubly important with the elections coming up. So really you have to agree, John, the scheme does have considerable merit.".spell has been cast

upon him. Were he a genuine starship captain, his crew might fall prey to brain-eating."See, there?s that anger again."."They do. How could it be

up to anyone else?"."You're what?".eighteen-wheeler under his butt..zagging, legs reaching for the land ahead, sneakered feet landing with

assurance on terrain that had.The dog sits up straighter and pricks her ears, as if to say that she, too, is well informed about such.Jay and Marie

were her latest weapons. Bernard knew she was rationalizing her own fears of the changes involved, but he wasn't going to make a public issue of

it. "I'd like them to have the chance to Make the best lives for themselves that they can, sure. They've got that chance right here. We don't have to

go halfway round the planet to recreate part of a world we don't belong to anymore. It couldn't last. That's all over now. You have to bring yourself

to face up to it, hon.".without permission in writing from the publisher. For information address: Bantam Books.."By whose-" Wellesley began in a

shaking voice, but another firmly and loudly cut him off..Leilani didn't glance back again. She made a point of crossing the rest of the yard and

negotiating the.two-beer check..stop."."I'd love a piece, thanks," Leilani said..notches above plain grub.".The_ prednct outside was full of people

wasting the evening while trying to figure out what to do with it, when Colman and Anita emerged from the Bowry and turned to follow the others,

who were already some distance ahead. Anita stopped to fish for something in. her pocketbook, and Colman slowed to a halt to wait. The touch of

her hand resting on his arm in the bar had been stimulating, and the faint whiff of perfume he had caught when she leaned forward to pick up her

glass, tantalizing. What the hell? he thought. She's not a kid. A guy needed a break now and again after twenty years of being cooped up in a

spaceship;.Resolved to live up to his mother's expectations, reminding himself of his remorse over failing to rescue.sharp as venom..out of the

booth and rose to his feet. "You wouldn't do something stupid like take the money and then not."I've been putting up for years with everything they

want to start all over again in Iberia!" Bernard thundered suddenly, slamming down his glass. His face turned crimson. "I hated every minute of it.

Who ever asked me if that was what I wanted? Nobody. I'm tired of everybody taking- for granted who I am and what they think Fm supposed to

be. I stuck with it because I love you and I love our kids, and I didn't have any choice. Well, now I have a choice, and this time you owe me. I say

we're going to Norday, and goddamnit we're going to Norday!".Waving her hands in the air as a gospel singer waves praises to the heavens while
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shouting hallelujahs,.A synchronizing computer issued commands, and the accelerator rings discharged tangentially into the shaft in sequence to

send a concentrated beam of instant annihilation streaking out into space through giant deflection coils controlled by data from the Chironian

tracking satellites.."WE'LL TAKE CARE of that." Colman turned his head and called in a louder voice, "Stanislau, Young-come over here and

give me a hand with this crate." Rifles slung across theft backs, Stanislau and Young stepped away from the squad standing on the sidewalk and

helped Colman to heave the crate into the truck waiting to leave for the border checkpoint, while the Chironian who had been struggling to lift it

with his teenage son watched. As they pushed the crate back into the truck, it dislodged the tarpaulin covering an open box to reveal a high-power

rifle lying among the domestic oddments. The Chironian saw it and lifted his head to look at Colman curiously. Colman threw the tarp back over

the box and tuned away.."I've got one too," Veronica whispered, bringing her face.gong of sheer fantasy..Cynicism soon turned to rebellion as more

of the Terran population came to perceive Phoenix not as a protective enclave, but at worst a prison and at best a self-proclaimed lunatic asylum.

Apartment units were found deserted and more faces vanished as expeditions to Franklin came increasingly to be one-way trips. Passports were

issued and Terran travel restricted while all Chironians were allowed through the checkpoints freely by guards who had no way of knowing which

were residents and which were not since none of them had registered. The sentries no longer cared all that much anyway; their looking the other

way became chronic and more and more of them were found not to be at their posts when their relief showed up. An order was posted assigning at

least one SD to every guard detail. The effectiveness of this measure was reduced to a large degree by a network of willing Chironians which

materialized overnight to assist Terrans in evading their own guards..Simpson, Westley, Johnson-all of them. They were all back. "We heard you

could use some help, chief," Driscoll announced. "Couldn't leave it all to the amateurs?' Ribald comments and hoots of derision greeted the

remark..pillows piled against her headboard, everything had changed, and nothing had changed..Chapter 20.sharpened on the whetstone of

sleep..Ridiculous. They aren't the type to play games. They're vicious and efficient. If they were here now, he'd.Logically, a receiving room should

open to the outdoors, to a loading dock or to a parking lot, and.smile, warm in even the most bitter wind, describing graceful arabesques upon her

flashing blades, while.Below, the three flashlights swivel in unison and point due north. Toward Curtis.."I never said there was," Nanook

answered.."I think I'd have done the same thing," Otto told him..protection against a head shot.."Into your spleen?" Leilani suggested..As an

artillery major in his early thirties he had seen that South Africa's cause was ultimately lost, and had-uprooted himself to place his services and

experience at the disposal of the emergent New Order of Greater North America, where veterans at countering guerilla offensives and civil disorder

were eagerly sought to assist in the "renormalization" 6f the chaos bequeathed by the war. Promoted rapidly through the ranks of an elite entrusted

with the might of the new nation, Borftein glimpsed a vision of commanding a force truly capable of bringing to heel the entire world. But the

vision had been short-lived. A golden opportunity presented itself when Asia--then the only serious rival--fell upon itself in the struggle for

domination between China and Japan-India. But the chance had slipped away while the politicians wavered, eventually to be lost forever with

China's success and the subsequent consolidation of the Eastern Asiatic Federation. After that, the future had held only the prospect of an eventual

head-on collision between the two halves of the globe and more ungloried decades of turmoil and indecisive skirmishings to pick up the pieces.

Conditions for launching a worldwide Grand Design would not come again in his lifetime. And so he had left to seek a more rewarding destiny

with the Mayflower II. It was ironic, he had thought to himself many times, that impatience and restlessness had led him to a decision that would

immobilize him in space for twenty years..he will return to this house and repay his debt..you're sure it's okay, then thanks ... thanks a lot." "No

problem," Chang told him.."No doubt," Noah said, "they were once troubled youths rescued from a life of mischief, and.And then he realized that

Kath was smiling in a way that said there was no need to explain or rationalize anything. Still looking him straight in the eye, she said in a quiet

voice that was not for overhearing, "We like each other as people, and we admire each other for what we are. There isn't anything to feel hung up

about on Chiron. People who feel like that usually make love, if that's what they want to do." She paused for a second. "Isn't that what you'd like to

do?"
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