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"Alas," sighed the North Wind, "mirrors are always kept inside peopl€e's houses where | am never.202.next four years. We either find away of
getting what we need from what's around us, or we al die. And."Yes, | see," Singh said. "And it's al very wonderful, amost too much to believe."
He was distracted.looking down at us with his big golden eyes, his face glowing asit aways does at such times, as though.lt turned out that they
were safe from that imagined danger. There were sporesin the air now, but they were not dangerous to the colonists. The plants attacked only
certain kinds of plastics, and then only in certain stages of their lives. Since they were till changing, it bore watching, but the airlocks and suits
were secure. The crew was enjoying the luxury of sleeping without their suits..204.was a stray puppy.”."l passed,” he announced incredulously to
the clerk at the window..And the song ends, one last diminishing chord, but her body continues to move. For her thereis still music..l do for a
living.".hunchback?" First, there is the reactive pain. Only those who have reviewed, year in and year out, know how truly abominable most fiction
Is. And we can't remove ourselves from the pain. Ordinary readers can skip, or read every third word, or quit in the middle. We can't We must read
carefully, with our sensitivities at full operation and our critical-historical apparatus aways in high gear?or we may miss that subtle satire which
disguisesitself as clich?, that first novel whose beginning, alas, was never revised, that gem of a quiet story obscured in aloud, flashy collection,
that experiment in form which could be mistaken for sloppiness, that appealing tale partly marred by (but also made possible by) naivetel, that
complicated situation that only pays off near the end of the book. Such works exist but in order not to miss them, one must continually extend one's
sensitivity, knowledge, and critical care to works that only abuse such faculties. The mental sensation isthat of eating garbage, | assure you, and if
critics* accumulated suffering did not find an outlet in the vigor of our language, | don't know what we would do. And it's the critics who care the
most who suffer the most; irritation isasign of betrayed love. As Shaw putsit:.l heard the typewriter stop ticking and the scrape of a chair being
scooted back. | didn't hear."Look at it thisway, Matt. No matter how we stretch our supplies, they won't take us through the.l picked up Janice at
her apartment in Westwood early Saturday morning. She was waiting for me.blue..Darlene's voice trailed off into an incoherent babbling, and she
sank back. Nolan kept his hand on.But better to have the crew satisfy their curiosity in here where we can watch them, she reasoned, than."Y ou're
right. What do we do first?'.Amanda screamed again. | tried to roll sideways but my body would not respond and | steeled myself for the second,
almost surely fatal blow. But, instead, there was the thud of something dropping on the floor. | looked up through a starry haze of pain to see
Amanda falling to her knees beside me, crying..directed the conversation first to the possible dangers of excessive sunbathing, which was surely
an."Hello, hello, hello? No good on this one, Mary. Want me to try another channel ?*.She did look different She held her chin high, making her
seem even taller than she had yesterday..| scooted up in bed and leaned against the headboard. Janke snorted into the pillow and opened one eye,
pinning me with it "1 dkta't mean to wake you," | said..Lee Killough has written a series of superior stories for F& SF that share a common
theme."It must be ... unusual . . to live in the same place al your life.".gray. "She's trying to take over, Matthew.". THE MEDIATOR: The
Company Representative has informed me that considerable confusion exists among the populace as to the true nature of the Project's purpose, and
he would like to clear thislittle matter up before proceeding further with the negotiations..gentle slope to the flat plains of the Tharsis Plateau,
while at the same time only a kilometer from the.opportunity.”.of her desires; please carry them out accordingly." The packet contains a chrome
cylinder with a screw.For instance, a while back when watching a 1944 epic called Weird Woman, | realized that here was a version of Fritz
Leiber*s Conjure Wife that | hadn't run into before. The story (of the use of magic by faculty wivesin that most mundane of settings, the
Ameri-.three whole months?*." That's discrimination.”.I monitor crossflow conversations through plugs inserted hi both ears as set-up people check
out the.92."1'm not sure. Marty thinks there's a chemical metabolism in the upper part of the shell, which | haven't explored yet. But | can't really
say if it'saivein the sense we use. | mean, it runs on wheels! It has three wheels, suited for sand, and something that's a cross between a
rubber-band drive and a mainspring. Energy is stored in a coiled muscle and released slowly. | don't think it could travel more than a hundred
meters. Unlessit can recoil the muscle, and | can't tell how that might be done."."My God!" | could see her feet and, by rolling onto my back, look
up at her rising above me toward the beams of the room, but | could not move. My head seemed nailed to the floor. The knife gleamed in her hand.
"Selene" | called. "I can't reach her. Help me."."It wasavery . . . short argument.” Her voice began to catch. "And | find the ... conclusion rather . .
. inconsistent” Her control was cracking. Tears spilled out of her eyes. Her hand was white on the handle of the tool caddy..and afourth is at the
helm. A little group stands leaning on the starboard rail; one of them is awoman..supercritical, and designed for this atmosphere. Lou said it was
like flying a bathtub, but it flew. And it'sa.A highly depressing idea, but he did not on that account roll out the console to select aremedy from the
menu. He knew from long experience that whatever could make him palpably happier was a'so liable to send him into a state of fugue in which
conversation in the linear sense became next to impossible. So he passed the time till the next switchover by working out, hi his head, the square
roots of various five-digit numbers. Then, when he had a solution, he'd check it on his calculator. He'd got five right answers when his chair reared
up, god blessit, and bore him off toward . . . Would it be the couple chained, wrist to wrist, on the blue settee? No, at the last moment, his chair
veered left and settled down in front of an unoccupied bent-wood rocker. A sign in the seat of the rocker said: "I feel alittle sick. Back in five
minutes.".interstellar space, seeking out and destroying the forces of Zorph..nothing, waiting to hear from McKillian..Since | first heard her in
Washington, I've loved this song the best. | push more keys. Eighty-two. Eighty-five. | know the tech's happily watching the meters.." Then we have
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been found out and all islost," said the prince. "For it is noon aready, and the sun is at its highest and hottest. The boat has docked two leagues
short of over there, and the grey man must be about to go for the third mirror himself."."With your red hair?" asked the grey man..Marvin Kolodny
at once intuited the reason behind Barry's suddenly seizing up. He was in the.half set of chromosomes, does not require union with a sperm cell to
supply the other half set. Instead,.yourselves.".l do so and the tech is satisfied with the results. "That ought to do it," he says. "I'll get back to you
later." He breaks off the circuit. All checks are done; there's nothing now on the circuits but a background scratch like insects climbing over old
newspapers. She will not allow me to be exhausted /or long..angle, he can no longer keep the ship in view from a distance but must track it closely.
November 21 and.stone. My first two fingers form the snipping blades of a pair of scissors. "l win!" she crows, delighted..planet, without sexual
reproduction.."For what reason?'." Are you feeling better?'.sunk below the edge of the ocean. At last they gained afair-sized ledge where the wind
was not s0." Just afew minutes. Hold tight." Crawford looked over to Lang and thought he saw tears, but he.To be sure, if cloning is overdone, the
evolutionary advantage of sexual reproduction is to some extent neutralized, and we might end up with a speciesin which genetic variability istoo
narrow for long-term survival..balls-hung in dusters from the pipes that supplied them with high-pressure oxygen..McDonald's Modern Library
collection thereof)..Love me Eat me All of me.trip. Time enough for that on later flights. We were blinded by our loyalty to the test-pilot
philosophy of."l suppose not. It's just so... unusual.”."| asked, but | didn't get any answers.".Crawford looked back to the newest arrivals. They were
Lucy Stone McKillian, the red-headed ecologjst, and Song Sue L ee, the ex-obiologist They still stood numbly by the airlock, unable as yet to come
to grips with the fact of fifteen dead men and women beneath the dome outside.."No: why are you so accommodating to me, when Fra being such a
bitch? Are you looking for an endorsement?* Hisfirst elation fizzled out and he was left with his usual flattened sense of personal inconsequence.
Tucking the license into his ID folder, he felt like a complete charlatan, a nobody pretending to be a somebody. If-he'd scored in the first percentile,
he'd have been issued this license the same as if he'd scored in the tenth. And he knew with a priori certainty that he hadn't done that well. The most
he'd hoped for was another seven points, just enough to top him over the edge, into the sixth percentile. Instead he'd had dumb luck..Neither of
them bothered to answer that. The radio hi the nose sputtered, then clanged for their attention. Crawford looked over at Lang, who made no move
to go answer it He stood up and swarmed up the ladder to sit in the copilot's chair. He switched on the receiver.." Twenty-two. More than that, if
you count limited editions and pamphlets and such." She went over to the bed, rooted among the papers, and returned with a thin, odd-sized
paperback. "Thisisthe latest" The front cover said in tasteful powder-blue |etters on a background of dusky cream: MADELINE is MAD AGAIN:
New Poems by Madeline Swain. On the back there was a picture of her sitting in this same room, dressed in the same dress, and drinking (it
seemed uncanny) another can of beer (though not the same brand)..would seem to be much better off than other organisms2who must go to the
trouble of finding partners." The luminous pool!" cried the prince, and they ran forward..Detweiler wouldn't need anything out of it before | found
out what was going on. If he did, the only thing.her arms, then used one hand to hold it while she began pinning it in place. The poly turned a
bright.now; his head was throbbing with weariness..I know | don't have any right to feel this, but I'm pissed, and so | move away in the bed. "I
don't.twenty-four hours. It has an axial tilt of twenty-three degrees."." She committed suicide.".heads in the garbage pail. "Open the trunk," he said.
One of the sailorstook a great iron key from his belt.on Jack's face. He was leaning back in his chair, hands behind his head. Beside him stood Peg
Spatolain.He fumbled for the bottle beside the bed, gripping it with a sweaty hand. His entire body was wet and clammy, and his fingers shook as
they unscrewed the cap. For a moment Nolan wondered if he was coming down with another bout of fever. Then, as the harsh heat of the rum
scalded his stomach, he realized the truth..supposed to set a new trend. Building it may take aslong as ayear, and they're going to need all hands
of.Mary Lang sighed, slapped her thighs, and stood up. Like all the others, she was nude and seemed.assume there is areservoir of something like
crude oil down there, maybe frozen in with the water.".shopping square to cabins in the woods and along the shores of both the Lunamere and
Heliomere. |."| wondered from the start why you were along, Crawford." She was pacing slowly back and forth in the crowded space. The others
got out of her way almost without thinking, except for Ralston who still huddled under his blanket. "A historian? Sure, it's afine idea, but pretty
impractical. | have to admit that |'ve been thinking of you.out here. Hey, | have to get back in there! There's another one. . . it could be dangerous,
and the.127.1 knocked on the door..neither here nor there. | looked at Johnny. He nodded. He was to make sure Detweller stayed at |east.She
narrowed her eyes and gazed at nothing..executive terminal. | trust that you will see to the necessary arrangements..Q: What's this red, gritty stuff
in my egg salad sandwich?."Now before you play," | said, "you must understand that we did not wish it known we were working.attention. It's no
wonder we jumped at the chance to have him represent us at the bargaining table when.get" Jain had said in New Orleans when we found out
Denver "was booked..Song had given her a sedative from the dead doctor's supplies on the advice of the medic aboard the.We made the cold dash
across the beach to die cabin, picking up our clothes on the way. Inside we huddled together wishing for afire and toweled ourselves dry while the
polycarpet ran rainbows of browns and electric blues around our feet. In the course of it | got my arms around Selene. | pulled her against me. She
met my mouth hungrily, but when | started pulling her toward the fake animal pelt in front of the fireplace, she rammed me with a sharp hipbone
and wiggled loose..action again, finds two gunmen on the grassy knoll, one aiming across the top of a station wagon, one.buried in this frozen
shard of ice. Once, when | was agirl, | chopped through a chunk of ice to get to an.We cut and | dealt "How long have you been in Hoflywood?".".
.. criticism written without personal feeling is not worth reading. It is the capacity for making good or bad art a personal matter that makes a man
[sic] acritic. . . . when people do less than their best, and do that less at once badly and self-complacently, | hate them, loathe them, detest them,
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long to tear them limb from limb and strew them in gobbets about the stage or platform. ... In the same way really fine artists inspire me with the
warmest possible regard. . . . When my critical mood is at its height personal feeling is not the word; it is."Who are they?' Ralston asked. "Y ou
think we're going to be meeting some Martians? People? |.He shook his head, perplexed. "HlI tell you, Madeline, it doesn't." Oh, happiness!"
laughed the thin grey man. "She is grey tool".leering over my shoulder, 1'd kiss you good-night. Another time | will. Please call me tomorrow.".An
aeon went by. There was no sound except the whistling of the wind in the scaffolding. Then a.floor and up the walls, even affected the chairs so
that they, too, raged with color and pulsed to ? the time.The Detweiler Boy.right, | was told.).box; the light reflected from the card did not even
register on his meter, and yet the image in the screen of .afternoon the Company had refused to budge from its original offer of aflat five-percent
raise and that.toward the sound of her voice..She snorted. "1 wonder. Do you have any ideawhat ifs like being locked up in her head for six."The
girl-Nina??."Go away?get out of here.".getting out of ataxi. She goesinto the lobby of an apartment building. The husband watches as she
gets."That's the land of the Far Rainbow!" cried Jack. "We could almost step through into it!" And he.matter..Tve tried. But the girl comes from the
mountains; she doesn't."In hisroom, | think. | heard his typewriter. He wasn't feeling well," Lorraine Neshitt said. Then she.Nocturnal and Diurnal
Animals, ROGER ZELAZNY R Isfor Spaceship, RAY BRADBURY The Tin Men Go to Sleep, ISAAC ASIMOV All Animals Are Vegetables,
CLIFFORD SIMAK.159.Crawford looked at it briefly, then squatted down beside the rest, wondering what all the fuss was.Sure, bastard. It isn't
your brain burning with the output of these million strangers. My violence surprises me. But | push the stim up to seventy. Then Nagami goes into
asynthesizer riff, and Jam sags back against a vertical rank of amps..Park, Old Friend: | just want to bring you up to date on the Zorphwar contract
The team of programmers and technical writersisin place. The schedule for putting together a production package is a bit tight, considering that
the only documentation available from Hazd-dorf was a picture of a Zorph he had sketched on the back of an envelope..And come he did, neither
silently nor slow, but with loud purposeful steps. He stood for amoment at the clearing's edge, looking at Hinda, measuring her with his eyes. Then
he laughed and crossed to her..Jack wore flew off his head back into the darkness..When he arrived the following evening, the doorman led him
down the carpeted corridor, unlocked."Y eah.".Ike and | no longer breathed. Everything in all creation except that arrow had ceased to exist for us.
In.sucked air through her teeth and clamped her fingersto her scarlet lips. "Do you think he had something. The combination of the Martian polar
inclination, the precessional cycle, and the eccentricity of the orbit.So Amos and Jack stood with the sun hi their eyes, and the great blustering
North Wind squatted." Perhaps somewhere nearer than you think, up this one, and two leagues short of over there, the pieces are hidden.".41.He
stopped, bunking at me. He looked at Amanda's horrified expression and frowned uncertainly. "Teddy?ah?that is?Gerald Theodore. Selene and |
were dancing partners and cohabs in London three years ago.". Tremaine stopped typing and lifted the receiver without breaking rhythm. "Mr.
Mallory's office," she said."Now Fin likable! | thought"?he dangled the poem by one corner ?'you were just hinting that | should leave?'.The grey
man took the third piece of mirror to his cabin, but he wastoo ill to fit the fragments.He stopped at the clearing's edge, raised his head, and sniffed.
The smell of man hung on the ah", heavy and threatening. He came through it as if through a swift current and stepped to the cottage door..The
grey man went over and picked up atangerine-colored alley cat that had been searching for fish.Hie camp was anything but orderly. No one would
get the impression that any care had been taken in the haphazard arrangement of dome, lander, crawlers, crawler tracks, and scattered equipment It
had grown, as all human base camps seem to grow, without pattern. He was reminded of the footprints around Tranquillity Base, though on amuch
larger scale.. The owner-manager of the court was one of those creatures peculiar to Hollywood. She must have.75.The MacKinnons introduced
themselves. His name was Jason. Hers was Michelle. They lived quite nearby, on West 28th, and were interested, primarily, in the television shows
they'd seen when they were growing up, about which they were very well-informed. Despite a bad first impression, due to his associating them
with Maggie of the green sofa, Barry found himself liking the MacKinnons enormously, and before the next switchover he put his chair in the
LOCK position. They spent the rest of the evening together, exchanging nostalgic tidbits over coffee and dlices of Partyland's famous pineapple
pie. At closing time be asked if they would either consider giving him an endorsement. They said they would have, having thoroughly enjoyed his
company, but unfortunately they'd both used up their quota for that year. They seemed genuinely sorry, but he felt it had been a mistake to
ask..sensibilities are her problem, not mine."
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