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5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan lxxii.Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another, and went forth, walking,
from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife
Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone
and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers with one another
about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard
this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out
and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their eyes and covered
themselves with the veil and held their breath..? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous grace,
with coyness beautified;.44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose issues (quoth
the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89).65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.He lay the rest of the night in one of the ruins, and when he arose in
the morning, he said, 'None is to blame. I sought my own good, and he is no fool who seeketh good for himself; and the druggist's wife also sought
good for herself; but destiny overcometh precaution and there remaineth no abiding for me in this town.' So he went forth from the city. Nor (added
the vizier) is this story, extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary than that of the king and his son and that which bedded them of wonders and
rarities.".? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..Quoth Omar, "O Jerir,
keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.74. The Simpleton and the Sharper
ccclxxxviii.Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would
butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian
started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed
one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..? ?
? ? ? And eye that knoweth not the sweet of sleep; yet she, who caused My dole, may Fortune's perfidies for aye from her abstain!.? ? ? ? ? a. The
Ox and the Ass.Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we
for merry-making sate, With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her
prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he
might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought
in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him
and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7)
prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and
this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.Meanwhile, Selim abode
with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took
compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to
entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O
youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim
answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what
while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that
thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and
slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'.When the Khalif heard this, he said, "By
Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him." Moreover, he
gave him the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he answered, "A
man who giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders
cccxciv.The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his
elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee
weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up,
I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till
the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet
deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing
beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was
like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and
acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to
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bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her
master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm
passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to torment..? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's
Story dccccxxxviii.[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and
casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked
him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the
sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved;
wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted
[the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the
trough of the sea..? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..99.
The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.? ? ? ? ? s. The House
with the Belvedere dccccxcv.Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..163. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? I wander
seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".When it was the seventh day, the seventh
vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth
advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the
king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this
day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".Next
morning, he again took up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had
given alms on account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took
the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture,
fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him.
So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had
shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make
the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace
wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he
arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?'
She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my
uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for
that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and
said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to
demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and
spoke not..? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him who's sick for lust of fight?.? ? ? ? ?
Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no less..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad
the Sailor dlvi.Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..? ? ? ?
? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of
black, Like the sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.O amir of justice, be kind to
thy subjects, iii. 24..There was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he
went out to his business, the trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise
they abode awhile, till one day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my
house to thy house, and do thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels;
and I have made her take up her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and
offer him thy wares [for sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my
sister's husband and give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the
merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not
blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and
in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a
son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were
accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the
moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of
Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or
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gainsaying..17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I
seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from
here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house,
whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered
she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was
between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her
father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".? ?
? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and all in vain for succour I implore..? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story
dccccxxxv.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the
lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she
cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach
unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an
answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter?
Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on
such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and
wrote the following verses:.42. Er Reshid and the Barmecides dlxvii.19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's
Story dccccxxxix.O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him
and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are
present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's
brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in
repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare
story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of
bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..Melik (El) Ez Zahir
Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii.
96.Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a
man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk
marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that
they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a
countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him
a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..So the young man went to his
lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said
he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the
morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where,
after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for
that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down
thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present
with him.".Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked
them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O
my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh,
who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and]
alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to
her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou
seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with
her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last
thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance
heretofore. (202).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother cli.So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown
black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his
neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in
sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's
mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover,
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his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dccccxxi.? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of
praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? They have
departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..So he left him for dead and
entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for
myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal
the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him,
but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's
strengths and fortified himself therein..26. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl di.When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself
to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from
prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity
for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without
an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell
to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the
Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him
to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..Solomon, David and, i. 275..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.? ? ? ? ? And I to you
swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my
sword against the foe in fight..34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow
ever, in mockery of my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..When she
had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking, said, "O elder,
hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a thing I have left.
Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am overcome with wine; but
with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that which thou desirest."
"Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of the people of
Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus and for those
who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our occasions.".Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206)
a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he
might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise,
the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.'
So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and
surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the
guards..Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the watchman
came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone, taking with
him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going till we
came to the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door,
whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon
with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome
and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the
Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present]
leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling
down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the
pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this,
he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose
to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till
he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to
another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she;
and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and
removed to the wine-chamber..? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And blame a little thing to brook that unto it
pertain..Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.The Twenty-fifth Night of the
Month..So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked
the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead."
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Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his
comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the
rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought
should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and
so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make
a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..114. El
Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold,
two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?"
"Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth
they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he
came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and
whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to
them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".87. El Mamoun and the
Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the
hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword
shore the target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit;
whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere
Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet],
whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left,
till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of
him.".? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I hoped should yet betide;.As he and his father were thus
engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to her, "God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my
purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be so and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent
from me more than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths
and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and
whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter
knew not whither he intended.."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to
comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and
the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..When they came to the palace, King
Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation
to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So
great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up
with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past]
and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues
and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to
wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the
means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night
with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".Presently,
the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed;
whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in
my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and
said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I
fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said,
"God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to
death.".? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth
damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and
the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following
verses:.When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift
of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she
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had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on
this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not
bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman, and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried
him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept
and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and
he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while.
Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its people suffered of straitness and oppression..When El Abbas heard her
verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and [banished] the
things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians and whose
name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with beauty and
loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were gazelle's
eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon departure
to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? To me your rigour love-delight, your distance nearness is; Ay, your injustice equity, and eke your wrath consent..? ? ? ? ? Whenas
the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his
governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled
and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him
of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is
with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do
thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from
God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall
fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the
creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is
his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But none answered
me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four hundred dirhems.
Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I suffered somewhat than
which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then I sat a little and
presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God done with the
woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left him sleeping.
If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the freeborn. By
Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and begged her to
cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy
got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg
alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a
vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over
watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to
make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and
taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.When the Khalif heard his
verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank.
Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.All this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to
her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto
us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like
unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for
the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy
head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou
shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him
and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still
dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival
and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out
on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have
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betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister
Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life?'.When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier,
whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look
on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he
suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do
but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that
this youth should live for a single hour?".[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the
folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I
had not come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught.
Wherefore prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself
backward, (74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then
he rushed upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long while..105. El Feth ben Khacan
and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.?Story of Prince Bihzad..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.28. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon
cclxxiii.45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after
crookedness..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..When the morning
morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that
yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and
the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make
thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the
serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there
hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may
discover to thee the affair.".Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and
recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman
who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and
all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the
last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came
of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and
never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and
the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that
was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting
them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave
the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who
was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about
to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It
is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied
the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied
about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high
and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.All this time, the young
Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel
had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.Now it befell, by the ordinance of God the
Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went forth to the chase that
day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of them lighted down from
his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he arose and mounting his
horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend into the pit]. So the
man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring forth their
prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them down, and
Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now those that were
cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik Shah abode cast
down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High for his safety
[and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees; and by day he
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hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and seeing folk there,
accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they had cast him down,
but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their
enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and
treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they
fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said
to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to
the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my
lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".The Tenth
Day..King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes
dclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him
quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting
and long my steel-barbed spear..The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and
his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander
of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and
she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High.
After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his
children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished.
He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and
they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the
perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.Then they
displayed Dinarzad in a second and a third and a fourth dress and she came forward, as she were the rising sun, and swayed coquettishly to and fro;
and indeed she was even as saith the poet of her in the following verses:.King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja.
Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.King Dadbin and his Viziers, Story
of, i. 104.
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