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How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne

of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed

the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost

kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former

usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of

marriage with her..Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I return." But they

answered, saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we will go with thy head, for

indeed the king purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked and he

cried out at them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to the

king's assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir.

Now there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from around him, and there

abode none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to

seek accord did not disdain..So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one

whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her; whereupon she

brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken cognizance [of the

document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him

with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in beseeching the

assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On this wise the

assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from him] by the

excellence of his contrivance." (121).? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind

and mine eye? (108).Now over against the place in question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So

he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of

honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region

aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the

days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah

also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned

over his beauty and grace..? ? ? ? ? Lovely with longing for its love's embrace, The fear of his estrangement makes it lean..67. The Khalif El Hakim

and the Merchant dcliii.?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and

consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the

morrow and occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by

reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her

children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose

and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now

she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and

she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the

doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.?THE

SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.There was once

aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars;

whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor

did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such

a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of

the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days'

delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he

went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the

fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway

clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out],

and the singer followed him and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him
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and said to him, 'When the night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a

place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they

returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his

place and the candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By

Allah, it is good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer,

pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..? ? ? ? ?

Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.? ? ? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the

Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep for the

pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave

me to despair?.Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.As they were thus engaged, behold, up came the dancers and mountebanks, with their pipes

and drums, whilst one of their number forewent them, with a great banner in his hand, and played all manner antics with his voice and limbs. When

they came to the Courthouse, the Cadi exclaimed, "I seek refuge with God from yonder Satans!" And the merchant laughed, but said nothing. Then

they entered and saluting his highness the Cadi, kissed Alaeddin's hands and said, "God's blessing on thee, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou

solacest our eyes in that which thou dost, and we beseech God to cause the glory of our lord the Cadi to endure, who hath honoured us by admitting

thee to his alliance and allotted us a part in his high rank and dignity." When the Cadi heard this talk, it bewildered his wit and he was confounded

and his face flushed with anger and he said to his son-in-law, "What words are these?" Quoth the merchant, "Knowest thou not, O my lord, that I

am of this tribe? Indeed this man is the son of my mother's brother and that other the son of my father's brother, and I am only reckoned of the

merchants [by courtesy]!".Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man whom I knew not, save

by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered with certain of my

friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and another Sultan and a

third headsman..Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but

God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier,

who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them

of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the

Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the

old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by

her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..? ? ? ? ? c. The

Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.? ? ? ? ? When from your land the breeze I scent that cometh, as I were A reveller

bemused with wine, to lose my wits I'm fain..Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I

change nor e'er shall distance us divide..So, of the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but she had

foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover, he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the

salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my

wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage.

So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as before; whereupon he was abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's

sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and shaving

off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on his

head...Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the

booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days'

journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir

[took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man

in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were

amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with

herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to

Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple

dcxvi.It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.? ? ? ? ? No rest is

there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..It is said that, when the Khalifate

devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs

before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in

esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to

Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings
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are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O

Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an

exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit

and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it,"

rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his

Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.? ? ? ? ? m. The

Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and

said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and

changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief

dccccxl.101. The Mad Lover ccccxi.Presently she felt a breath upon her face; whereupon she awoke and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her, and

with her her three sisters, Queen Jemreh, Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh. So she arose and kissed their hands and rejoiced in them with the

utmost joy and they abode, she and they, in talk and converse, what while she related to them her history, from the time of her purchase by the

Mughrebi to that of her coming to the slave-dealers' barrack, where she besought Ishac en Nedim to buy her, and how she won to Er Reshid, till the

moment when Iblis came to her and brought her to them. They gave not over talking till the sun declined and turned pale and the season of

sundown drew near and the day departed, whereupon Tuhfeh was instant in supplication to God the Most High, on the occasion of the prayer of

sundown, that He would reunite her with her lord Er Reshid..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its

issues evermore are blessed and benign;.The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will

enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them

and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question;

but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up,

naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village

hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The

old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I

may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,'

answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged

into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of sleep and its delight,.? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with

another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I

Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses

thereanent..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine

eyelids with blood their tears ensue..Abbaside, Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the, i. 183..When the king heard this, wonderment gat

hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont.

Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the

door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me,

when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.'

Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She

took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to

her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth

she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the

house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.All those who were present laughed at her mockery

of Iblis and marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and

said to her, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the

Jinn departed, together with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of

how it was with him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace.

Presently she saw a handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she

beheld this garden, delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High

that my return to him and to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon my soul And

needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went

out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it

that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a

damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would
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fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered

concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine,

and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs

wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by

the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and

going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence

hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".The Merciful dyed

me with that which I wear, ii. 245..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with

the dark I shroud.".When she had made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence

(251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have

brought with me.' So he looked and saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and

precious stones and great pearls and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she

showed him that which Queen Es Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like

whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on

them, and the crown, that was on the head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh

Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life

set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..On the morrow, the Commander of the

Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would

have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and

obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him,

neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these

three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote

a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..Peace on you, people of

my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein,

dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering

the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let

him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the

treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he

loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the

mouth of the pit and went away..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to the earth that languished for lack of rain, the clouds Were bounteous; so it flourished and

plenteous harvests bore;.? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.? ? ? ? ? Till

in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though

you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you remain..? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and wake ye have your dwelling-place, and

thus My tears flow on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..? ? ? ? ? My body is dissolved with sufferance in vain; Relenting, ay, and grace I

hoped should yet betide;.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties

reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat

over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers

for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a

stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was

with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..? ? ? ? ? The curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted

through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that

with treason mine oath I ensue!.? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and

chiding bent;.THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.On this wise he abode a

space of days, after which he made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed

himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he

entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes.

Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of

him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness

and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his

chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted
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him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee

company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer

with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.Man and his Fair Wife,

The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and gave it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to

Mariyeh. When she came into the princess's presence, she saluted her; but Mariyeh returned not her salutation and she said, "O my lady, how hard

is thy heart that thou grudgest to return the salutation! Take this letter, for that it is the last of that which shall come to thee from him." Quoth

Mariyeh, "Take my warning and never again enter my palace, or it will be the cause of thy destruction; for I am certified that thou purposest my

dishonour. So get thee gone from me." And she commanded to beat the nurse; whereupon the latter went forth fleeing from her presence, changed

of colour and absent of wits, and gave not over going till she came to the house of El Abbas..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress

xv.3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the

accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and

made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with

an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we

contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..My

secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him

and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him,

whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him; but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his

[former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets. When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani,

he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited

him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him;

whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him..When the evening came and the king sat

in his privy chamber, he summoned the vizier and required of him the story of the thief and the woman. Quoth the vizier, "Know, O king,

that.Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release

all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother

El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who

abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to

Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart,

when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I

am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a

dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year

and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and

cast him into another calamity..? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236)

iv.Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called

down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy

composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the house

conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore they

praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till God

vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier,

"O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused

of, ii. 5..So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon

him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money.

Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was

before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the following

verses:.110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and

when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to

stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy

with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried

him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that

we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He

said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on
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this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the

fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us to drink in pleasance and repose, And

in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.? ? ? ? ? All for a wild deer's love, whose looks have snared me And on whose brows the morning

glitters bright.As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and

colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his

house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter.

So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that

the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented

flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of

burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..When the damsel heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman,

who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old

woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night,

get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would

of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..Presently, up came a horseman in

quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will

take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said

to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying,

'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in

thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will

profit thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..So Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found that

the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what had passed and that he

had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the

appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of

investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of marriage..How long shall I thus

question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).7. Story of the Hunchback ci.?THE SIXTH

OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine

of contentment regale..They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast

thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my

heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the

Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to God I might avenge myself on my

neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there cometh a guest to me, and vex me

with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the Faithful, and indeed they oppress me

sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred lashes, as well as the Imam of the

mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso exceedeth [in

talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore

afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier

and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the

widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this

weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this

tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish;

but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El

Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread and

the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the

smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at

this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing

upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a

stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was

amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the picture."
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