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So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even
as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk; wherefore my father preferred them
over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service], like as one employeth slaves. One
day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy
sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass with him that he took a whip and
fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to go out into the deserts and return to
him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with
her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and
obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to
be consoled for those whom I adore..Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..Asleep and Awake, i.
5..Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple
of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds, but saw
nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and counselled
the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended him] till he
recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness returned to
him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him with
a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast done
well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I
have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching
the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and
procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?"
And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will
match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they
fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten
him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous
grace, with coyness beautified;.My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute
from her hand and wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she
came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of
the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and
Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her
chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following verses:.?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..When the king heard this story, he
smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..Actions, Of the Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..Then he re-entered the
village and buying the prince a horse, mounted him thereon and they ceased not going, till they came to the frontier of their own country, where
there fell robbers upon them by the way and took all that was with them and pinioned them; after which they cast them into a pit hard by the road
and went away and left them to die there, and indeed they had cast many folk into that pit and they had died..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's
Story xxv.24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.One day, there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God!
My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O
my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country,
and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When
the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and
nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of
him..When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing
which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew
and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man
tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The
husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see
thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou shall ne'er obtain; So
shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with me!.? ? ? ? ? How oft
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I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.There was once, in a
province of Persia, a king of the kings, who was mighty of estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his
command; but he was childless. Towards the end of his life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and
learned all manner of knowledge. He made him a private place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and
paintings. When the prince entered the palace, he saw in its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and
she was compassed about with slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture,
till, one day, his father came in to him and finding him wasted of body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture,
thought that he was ill and sent for the sages and physicians, that they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If
thou canst learn what aileth my son, thou shalt have of me largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he
confessed to him that his malady was caused by the picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported
the prince to another palace and made his former lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the
picture, but none could give him tidings thereof.."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a
goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly,
amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one
of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart
fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou
avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart
clave to her and his colour changed..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that
they wear.".Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of
the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she
cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach
unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an
answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter?
Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on
such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and
wrote the following verses:.In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a
Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii.
171..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of
her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st
me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of
troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden line,.Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..Officer's Story,
The Sixteenth, ii. 193..89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's
shafts have smitten me and done my strength away..Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone
lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was
Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about
to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not
been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me
with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the
king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and
extolled the perfection of God the Most High..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him
and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and
clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools
he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all
he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst
the latter fed him not but half his fill..? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your
presence is with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.Then he
lighted him three candles and three lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth, brought clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the scent whereof was
as that of virgin musk. He filled the first cup and saying, "O my boon-companion, by thy leave, be ceremony laid aside between us! I am thy slave;
may I not be afflicted with thy loss!" drank it off and filled a second cup, which he handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His fashion pleased the
Khalif and the goodliness of his speech and he said in himself, "By Allah, I will assuredly requite him for this!" Then Aboulhusn filled the cup
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again and handed it to the Khalif, reciting the following verses:."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops;
but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an
arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose
name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that
hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the
goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a
treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee
evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..Then the rest
of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and
raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its
greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not
as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and
he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he
saw him not, and laughed..Therewithal Noureddin's life was troubled; so he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this
night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my lodging, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the
Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning," said the other, "and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs
must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of God." So Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him,
wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the shops. Now the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the
sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they made for it and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion.
They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried him to the house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair.
"O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and have been with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and
drunkenness overcame me.".Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye are our prey become; this many a day and night
Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the
Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and
sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept sore and said,
'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and queendom and glory
and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white marble, raised on
columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain, inlaid with all
manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage; so she followed
it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four cisterns of
alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the understanding of the
folk of understanding and amazed the wit..So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a dress of honour, and he took with him a
present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew
of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained
him three days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth
unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him the letter..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile; then she fell
to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, I
doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her mind will be set
at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she gave not over
cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to attend her and
bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh arose and returning
to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon she kissed her hand
and thanked her and called down blessings on her..When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look
into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape [us].".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant
and the Parrot xiv.The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh
rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my
heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she
took the lute and playing thereon after a different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? For those whom we cherish are
parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.God knows I ne'er recalled thy
memory to my thought, iii. 46..So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand
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and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the
owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him
that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to
the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and
sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I
will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's
Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to
one whom he knew not dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all
that's fair and fine.".? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my spright..The company marvelled
at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..O
thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then
he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and
officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in
such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out
with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused
carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer
up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat
talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's
mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying
hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother,
who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered
and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the
[promised] story; so he said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.Then he called for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek handiwork,
worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with pearls and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto two
caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and
semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for joy and she went forth from his presence and returned to her
mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she had seen of El Abbas and that which was with him of servants and
attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which was with her..When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel,
his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so
haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the
favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them
four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a
rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she
offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the
ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".Whilst the Sheikh was
thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his
shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she
purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces; so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they,
'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is
to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then
he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up into the air..Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the
place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end,
when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand
[dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer
called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the
clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all
present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second
Calender's Story xlii.Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..So the man returned to his lodging and going in to his slave-girl, said to
her, "O Sitt el Milah, I went out on thine occasion and there met me the young man of Damascus, and he saluted me and saluteth thee. Indeed, he
seeketh to win thy favour and would fain be a guest in our dwelling, so thou mayst let him hear somewhat of thy singing." When she heard speak of
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the young Damascene, she gave a sob, that her soul was like to depart her body, and answered, saying, "He knoweth my plight and is ware that
these three days past I have eaten not nor drunken, and I beseech thee, O my lord, by the Great God, to accomplish the stranger his due and bring
him to my lodging and make excuse to him for me.".When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the
vizier. When he presented himself before him, he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old
man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O puissant king, that.I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate
to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there
any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my
[former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my
mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When
the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me,
knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed
him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and
swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth
me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what
befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..? ? ? ? ? I swear by
his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.So he rose from his
sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in
a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By
Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el
Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought
himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour."
Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou
hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".Then she cast the
lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in
this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and
kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst
accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get
me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of
her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I
find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave
from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her
once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I
conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady
Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my
slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And
Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful,
weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming,
so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is
dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them,
The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..Therewith the king was filled with wrath and said, "Bring him forthright," So they brought
the youth before him, shackled, and the king said to him, "Out on thee! Thou hast sinned a great sin and the time of thy life hath been long; (112)
but needs must we put thee to death, for that there is for us no ease in thy life after this," "O king," answered he, "know that I, by Allah, am
guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life, for that he who is guiltless of offence goeth not in fear of punishment neither maketh great his
mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs must his sin be expiated upon him, though his life be prolonged, and it shall overtake him,
even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier." "How was that?" asked Azadbekht, and the youth said,.As for Belehwan, when he fled and
fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and
used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came
to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might
take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt
thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till
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he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten
his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with
his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee."
"O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words
...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man
came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious
prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present
blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like
unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?'
and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes,
misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked
him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it
was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my
pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.? ? ? ? ? You swore you'd be faithful to us and our love, And true
to your oath and your troth-plight were you;.When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he
said, "It is well. Know, O king, that.78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the Arabs, a woman
great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the time of her]
delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of fire..?STORY OF
THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..When came the time [of the accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the
fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should be complete, there came to the mountain hunters
hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The
nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder,
after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile,
when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and
after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as
for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time
in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he
ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness
and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried
and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and
fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his
children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of
Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of
their story..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her
chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she
took the lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Whose subtleness might well infect the understanding folk; And secrets didst thou, in thy
cheer, to us communicate..41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of stature, in the dust They prance, as like a flood
they pour across the plain;.128. The Ferryman of the Nile and the Hermit cccclxxix.Then they accosted the owner of the ass and chaffered with him
and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he refused and swore that he would not sell
the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still
said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he would not do this and said to him,
'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what pertaineth thereto of change and
exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every means of livelihood its folk.'.When
the evening evened, the king let call his vizier and he presented himself before him, whereupon he required of him the hearing of the [promised]
story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king. that.The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the
merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..41.
Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.It is said that the most
extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a
seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154) and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it
of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him, but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge
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[over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that
bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought
up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i. 53..After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose
and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled
with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them
worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King
El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats
befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they
brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out
the wines and filled the flagons.."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to
comment it would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and
the Khalif said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And
troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..When her people arose in the morning
and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four
brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark
and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came
up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in
affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..?
? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate..119. The Shipwrecked Woman
and her Child cccclxvi.So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price
aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but
be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in
with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to
the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl],
said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have
entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.Vizier, The King of Hind
and his, ii. 105..When it was the fourth night, there came the boy whom they were minded to circumcise, adorned with jewels such as never saw
eye nor heard ear of, and amongst the rest a crown of gold, set with pearls and jewels, the worth whereof was an hundred thousand dinars. He sat
down upon the throne and Tuhfeh sang to him, till the surgeon came and they circumcised him, in the presence of all the kings, who showered on
him great store of jewels and jacinths and gold. Queen Kemeriyeh bade the servants gather up all this and lay it in Tuhfeh's closet, and it was [as
much in value as] all that had fallen to her, from the first of the festival to the last thereof. Moreover, the Sheikh Iblis (whom God curse!) bestowed
upon Tuhfeh the crown worn by the boy and gave the latter another, whereat her reason fled. Then the Jinn departed, in order of rank, whilst Iblis
took leave of them, band by band..When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and pupils
and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and when Galen saw him
before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou
know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and gave
him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of the
matter of the dower.
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