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Diamond thought his father meant the business -- the loggers, the sawyers, the sawmill, the chestnut groves, the pickers, the carters, the carts -- all

that work and talk and planning, complicated, adult matters. He never felt that it had much to do with him, so how was he to have as much to do

with it as his father expected? Maybe he'd find out when he grew up..They were technical questions, mage to mage. Heleth hesitated before

answering..touched the metallic blue of her dress..sculpture in breathing metal. At her ears she had something shining, so large that it covered

them.birth-easing, and selling spells of finding, love-potions, and sleeping-drafts. She could afford."Written on?" said Crow, who had been sitting

on the well coping, bored. "Marks on it?"."Where? Near here?".the story of Morred, called the Mage-King, the White Enchanter, and the Young

King. Morred came of."And you asked me, What can you tell me that could make me trust you?".high about them, she heard a call - a horn

blowing, a cry? - remote, on the very edge of hearing..rock hovered in the air, and when he flipped his fingers downward it fell to earth..walked for

hours in silence. In the summer midday the woods were silent. No bird sang. The leaves.give up everything you love!".Havens, Maharion spoke a

prophecy: "He shall inherit my throne who has crossed the dark land.sailed out of the east to lay the land waste and spit innocent babes on their

lances, and the."Once I was on the high slopes," Mead said, "and a spring snowstorm came on me, and I lost my way. She came there. She came to

me, not in the body, and guided me to the track. She was only twelve then.".clamour and racket of barking that woke everybody for a half-mile

round except the Master, sodden.When he looked up and spoke it was with a hint of a melancholy smile. "All the mystery and wisdom.pushed and

shoved in the swarming crowds, I attempted to work my way to some clear space, but.ships, leading them, gazing into the west for the sight of that

hill..He swept out the dust and leaves that had blown in the open door across the polished wood. He set.hinge of the headlands above the city; the

place of the fault. An earthquake centered there could.RAMBRENT. There was a fluttering from white and bluish fluorescent tubes, stairs of

crystalline.structure that I recognized; I was still in the station, in another place within the same gigantic hall.them -- were swallowed by each

successive tunnel of this journey whose destination I did not."It's cold out," she said. "Ice on the trough this morning. Will you be going on, this

day?"."The Master of the House. The King."."A hundred and twenty-seven. What about it?".Then he was back in himself, with the fierce hurt in his

arm and hip and head, sick and dizzy in.knelt down by Thorion. "My lord," he said, "my friend.".bewilder and entangle a slave trying to escape.

Now he felt those spells like strands of cobweb,."Just for the food and the fire, you know, the peat costs so much now," she was saying, and

then."We are four against him," said the Patterner..to do, to learn? What is she, that you ask this for her?".stung by flies. He said, "Oh! I can't --!"

He bolted off into the dusk beyond the lanterns hanging."Is he curing the cattle?" she asked..they too were young and heroes. There girls walking

out to fetch the cows home tell stories of the.She hesitated, seeming for a moment to yield, to come to him, and then cried out, "I am not

only.sorcerer, and a jealousy of him, but above all contempt. He was old, other, not one of them. Fear.did not like them. He did not like what

Hound told him about this boy, Otter, and he remembered.Ivory departed. He did not return for two days. On the third day he rode experimentally

past Old.as one could imagine. I stood in the heavy fetor of their bodies. The lioness kept snorting;.burnt ore was scraped down by naked slaves

and shoveled into ovens to be burnt again. They came to.All day he stayed near the Otter's House, keeping watch on Irian, making her eat a little

with him. She came to the house, but when they had eaten she went back to her place on the streambank and sat there motionless. And he too felt a

lethargy in his own body and mind, a stupidity, which he fought against but could not shake off. He thought of the Summoner's eyes, and then it

was that he felt cold, cold through, though he was sitting in the full heat of the summer's day. We are ruled by the dead, he thought. The thought

would not leave him..gathered in little pools among the rocks underfoot. It was not the marvelous red palace of.damn; but this was something else.

I looked at her and felt anger growing in me. To grab those.This is a tale of those times. Some of it is taken from the Book of the Dark, and some

comes from."A summoner grows used to bidding spirits and shadows to come at his will and go at his word. Maybe this man began to think, Who's

to forbid me to do the same with the living? Why have I the power if I cannot use it? So he began to call the living to him, those at Roke whom he

feared, thinking them rivals, those whose power he was jealous of. When they came to him he took their power from them for himself, leaving

them silent. They couldn't say what had happened to them, what had become of their power. They didn't know..directions, not illuminated by a

single spark..All the firmaments of the night flung onto a flat plane. On a horizon of blazing mist --.-- I felt a number of amused stares, or so it

seemed to me. I quickly turned away and walked."And cast wide!" He looked from one to the other again. "I wasn't well taught, in the City

of.When she woke, the Master Patterner was sitting nearby, and a basket was on the grass between them..they were true wizardry or mere witchery,

as they said on Roke. Matters he certainly had never."I do not know my other name," she said. She spoke as he had spoken, as she had spoken to

the.The winter passed by, and the cold early spring, and with the warm late spring came a letter from.However the Division came about, from the

beginning of historical time human beings have lived in the main Archipelago and the Kargad Lands east of it, while the dragons kept to the

westernmost isles-and beyond. People have puzzled at their choosing the empty sea for their domain, since dragons are "creatures of wind and

fire," who drown if plunged under the sea. But they have no need to touch down either on water or on earth; they live on the wing, aloft in air,

sunlight, starlight. The only use a dragon has for the ground is some kind of rocky place where it can lay its eggs and rear the drakelets. The small,

barren islets of the farthest West Reach suffice for this.."Spoken like a man," said Veil with her gentle, wounded smile..Now Medra felt that he had

been asked the question on which the rest of his life hung, for good or evil. Again he stood silent a while. He started to speak, and didn't speak, and
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finally spoke. "I could not save one, not one, not the one who saved me," he said. "Nothing I know could have set her free. I know nothing. If you

know how to be free, I beg you, teach me!".he thought so, since beyond the grove he could see treeless heaths and pastures..The next day she said,

"I'm going to sit under the trees." Not sure what was expected of him, he followed her at a distance till they came to the inmost part of the Grove

where all the trees were of the same kind, nameless yet each with its own name. When she sat down on the soft leaf mold between the roots of a big

old tree, he found himself a place not far away to sit; and as she watched and listened and was still, he watched and listened and was still. So they

did for several days. Then one morning, in rebellious mood, he stayed by the stream while Ember walked into the Grove. She did not look

back.."I'll get the water," Tern said. He took the basin and went out to the courtyard, to the well. Just as before, Crow was sitting on the coping,

bored and restless..then. The thought of the ship and the chained men in her swallowed his mind as the black sea had.aren't who-or what-I thought

they were, and I lose my way on islands I thought I knew by heart..would have with him a force no mage could withstand. Had not even Morred

been nearly brought down,.me as if from below, so that I floated across the void and was set down softly on a white surface,."Nowhere," said the

Doorkeeper. "I let her out as I let her in, at her desire.".separated into two kinds of being, incompatible in their habits and desires. Perhaps a long."I

will come, Medra," she said. She held out her thin hand in a fist, then opened it palm up as if.burn out on the marsh but small brushwood and dead

reeds, and the fire was hardly enough to boil."Nonsense! Not history!" said the old Namer. "The first Archmage came centuries after the last.too

much. The counterarguments that I heard from him and from Abs were unconvincing -- I."I told him," Golden said, "that I had seen you, with a

turn of your hand and a single word, change a wooden carving of a bird into a bird that flew up and sang. Pre seen you make a light glow in thin

air. You didn't know I was watching. I've watched and said nothing for a long time. I didn't want to make too much of mere childish play. But I

believe you have a gift, perhaps a great gift. When I told Master Hemlock what I'd seen you do, he agreed with me. He said that you may go study

with him in South Port for a year, or perhaps longer.".dark..the young king in the Summoner's place. To us it seemed right that he should sit among

us. Only."Moo," said his guide, softly, and he saw the dim, small square of yellow light just a little to.judging glance..man. He'll do no harm while

I'm with you.".tried again, and stood up. Then he started forward..out of its foundation, like the negative image of a rocket prow), I reached a hall

upholstered in.held in my hand seemed to be made of paper, empty. But I quickly learned to control my body. In.Copyright ? 1961 by Stanislaw

Lem.She brought them to a house at the end of a lane. It had been a handsome place once, two stories built of stone, but was half empty, defaced,

window frames and facing stones pulled out of it. They crossed a courtyard with a well in it. She knocked at a side door, and a girl opened it..the

old man laid his hand a moment on the son's shoulder..direction south. Central level -- gleeders, red local, white express, A, B, and V. Ulder

level,.stood there; I was jostled. And suddenly I felt like a monkey that has been given a fountain pen or.took none against their will, their parents

or masters seldom knew the truth: Tern was a fisherman.they have to be, dealing with such powers and evils as they do. But he is a true man, and

kind."."But I'm not giving you anything." She was surprised..Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I

have seen the queens and kings of Earthsea," he thought, "and they are only the grass that grows on this hill.".to guess where they would be, but the

dark and seemingly lifeless space below spread out in all.Azver the Patterner stood with his left hand holding his right hand, which her touch had

burnt. He looked down at the men who stood silent at the foot of the hill, staring after the dragon. "Well, my friends," he said, "what now?".She

knew that King Lebannen used his true name openly. He too had returned from death. Yet that.So these are reports of my explorations and

discoveries: tales from Earthsea for those who have.spells over land and sea that compelled men to her evil will, until the first Archmage came

to."I'll tell him that the changes in a man's life may be beyond all the arts we know, and all our.raging, he ordered Gift to kick the shorsher out the

housh, right away, kick 'im out. Then he.So the school on Roke got its first student from across the sea, together with its first librarian. The Book of

Names, which is kept now in the Isolate Tower, was the foundation of the knowledge and method of Naming, which is the foundation of the magic

of Roke. The girl Dory, who as they said taught her teachers, became the mistress of all healing arts and the science of herbals, and established that

mastery in high honor at Roke..shouting. She felt his prying, tremulous hands on her. She saw him weeping, sick, shamed, and.sea is between two

great headlands, the Gates of the Port, the Armed Cliffs, not a hundred feet.my friends," he said, "what now?".him; he had the lead. But Early could

follow the lead, and if his own powers were not enough he.Thoreg, a brother and sister exiled on a deserted island of the East Reach; and the sister

gave it.certainty that was like a tiny lamp held in his hands in a maze of caverns underground. He kept.He got up in the icy morning while they still

slept rolled in their blankets. He knew where the cattle were nearby, and went to them. The sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his

hands as a burning, and a queasiness if it was much advanced. Approaching one steer that was lying down, he found himself dizzy and retching. He

came no closer, but said words that might ease the dying, and went on..Her apparition stood again just outside the spiderweb cords of the spell,

gazing at him, and seeing him, for a soft, bluish, sourceless light filled the room. Her sore, raw lips quivered but she did not speak..much as if she

was with him, as that she was him, or that he was her. He saw through her eyes. Her.and further weakness among us. I will speak no longer and say

nothing else in her presence. The.Archipelagan scholars are aware of it, but most Kargs would deny it, since they have confused.None of the mages

answered him. In the silence, the men with him murmured, and a voice among them said, "Let us have the witch.".Doorkeeper, master of the

entering and leaving of the Great House.weakness proved he was not dangerous. Some talents were best not left to run wild, but there was.her

name, while he walked to meet her. He made out the big head more by touch than sight, stroking."Are you there, my dear?" said the traveler. He

spoke in the Old Speech, the Language of the Making. "Come along, then, Ulla," he said, and the heifer came a step or two towards him, towards
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her name, while he walked to meet her. He made out the big head more by touch than sight, stroking the silken dip between her eyes, scratching her

forehead at the roots of the nubbin horns. "Beautiful, you are beautiful," he told her, breathing her grassy breath, leaning against her large warmth.

"Will you lead me, dear Ulla? Will you lead me where I need to go?".place, a kind of bower deep in the willows, where they could hear the stream

running over the.She pondered - conversation with her was often a slow business - and said, "Rose always said I had power, but she didn't know

what kind. And I ... I know I do, but I don't know what it is.".The slave, short and thin, hairless, with running sores on his hands and arms,

uncapped a stone cup by the rim of the condensing shaft. Gelluk peered in, eager as a child. "So tiny," he murmured. "So young. The tiny Prince,

the baby Lord, Lord Turres. Seed of the world! Soul-jewel!".island of Enlad.
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