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They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great,
abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter
the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take
up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might
and majesty) and in His blessing.'.Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..Presently, Jesus, son of Mary (on whom be peace!) passed by and seeing this,
besought God the Most High for tidings of their case; so He told him what had betided them, whereat great was his wonderment and he related to
his disciples what he had seen. Quoth one of them, 'O Spirit of God, (251) nought resembleth this but my own story.' 'How so?' asked Jesus, and the
other said,.The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing
Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the
[stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before the
Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By
Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy
pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I
ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I
saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I
said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither,
that I might tell you the news.".When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures,
and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..The kings of the Jinn were
moved to delight by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her
between the eyes, saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by
Allah, give us more of this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a
different fashion from the former one, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dlxxix.111. The Pilgrim and the
Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the Cadi's officers, with a scroll,
wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi, whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he
who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him as the woman's agent. (117) I
denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company [on the occasion]; and they
were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I would never again follow a
woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen
Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is
well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep;
so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun
hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great
cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill
is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and
alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the
news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.Reshid (Er) and the
Barmecides, i. 189..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife dccccxvii.Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i.
13..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife,
acquainted her with his case and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven
hundred dirhems, and named to her the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had
broken; so she let the thief go his way, and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O
indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to
discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the
story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".Prisoner and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he
summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five
of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over
each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning
their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but
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came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and
horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at
them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these
are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance
from friends lie heavy on thy spright..Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree,
she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and
ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he
return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not
do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying, she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's
yard, fell to going and coming..? ? ? ? ? In my tears I have a witness; when I call thee to my mind, Down my cheeks they run like torrents, and I
cannot stay their flight..? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure,
with passion is forspent..? ? ? ? ? Ah, then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more
sweet..? ? ? ? ? And pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.? ? ? ? ?
Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of
love-delight! How passing sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.? ? ? ? ? And whenas the dogs at a fountain
have lapped, The lions to drink of the water forbear.".121. The Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.? ? ? ? ? All things, indeed, that betide
to you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of
friends is troubled aye..? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed
be..When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ?
? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..When the
evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Know, O king, that.An if my substance fail, no
one there is will succour me, i. 6..75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx.So we went with him till he came to the place where my
slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I marvelled with the utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house.
When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a dress of honour. Then he restored the money straightway
to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money, "Did yonder young man see thee, what time thou
buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered,
when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth
of the earth!" Quoth I, "How so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for
that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she said to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the
oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in the way and didst that which thou didst; and when beating
was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you what I said and he (145) guided me till I came
to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money.".There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he
set out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders
refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could
not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he
might lie..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.The company
marvelled at this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that which was yet more extraordinary than all this.'
Quoth El Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..As I sat one day at the door of the
prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company of the
notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away.
Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company
engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour
and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to
them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand
dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.The First Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Leave rhyming,
madman that thou art, lest, bound upon the cross, Thou thy presumption in the stead of abjectness repent..Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i.
252..Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying,
'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the
description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for
your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose
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wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.'
When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I
have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping
over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going
round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and
El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her
name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and
taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.Clemency, Of, i. 120..54.
The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..37. The
Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss
her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend
upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at
the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for
her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she
came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and
embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that
place..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I
ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..When Merjaneh had made an end of
her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak
it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same]
subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me
with loneness after thee..153. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia iccxxxviii.The Eighth Day..SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND
HINDBAD THE PORTER..? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232) midst the singers and minstrels am I;.When she had made an end of her song,
she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us
somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second
Officer's Story dccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to
you..King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, Glorious in arch and amorous
grace, with coyness beautified;.Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found
himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up
with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head,
whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the
damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried
"Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother
cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank
King's Daughter dcccxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that nothing may
assain..? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.? ? ? ? ? Lo, since the day I left you, O my masters,
Life is not sweet, no aye my heart is light..Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him
who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and questioning him. So he went in
quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the
sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore dinars and I have with me other
score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself, muttering and mumbling after his
fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I
am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may see them and leave all that is with him
in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.? ? ? ? ? My
friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord did not disdain..Presently, up came the Khalif and
the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when
the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was
grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before
Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars
and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall
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be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and
gotten thy stake.".The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the
[God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself,
facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I
suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king,
so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The
slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide
here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent
unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his
chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest
redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the
wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..The eunuch thanked him and blessed him and mounting, returned
upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road, when he said to him, 'This is where we left him.' Then he took
leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road, enquiring of the youth in every village he entered by the
description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to the village where the young Melik Shah was. So he
entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news of him; whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair
and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward]; but, as he passed through the village, he saw a cow
bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he looked at him and passed on and took no heed of him
in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in quest be come to the like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping
youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my travail and weariness! How shall I go about in quest of a wight
whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain
Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her,
'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace;
whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat
of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to
improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;'
and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went
away to Meimoun's palace. (249).Then she arose and returned to her chamber..The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast
solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it
were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and
returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of
the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to
Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the
eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The
eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the
Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him,
'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking
the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened
the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away,
and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the
Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither
drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then,
is that which hath betided him after thee.'.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.When the king heard
the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and
grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him.
So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst
thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son
of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of
death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the
kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks
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sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was
silent and spoke not..Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of
somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and
sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with
him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and
surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him
from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth
another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn
dcclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Thief and the Woman, The, i. 278.149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.? ? ? ? ?
b. Bakoun's Story of the Hashish-Eater cxliii.? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on
blame and chiding bent;.? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232)
dcxlvi.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.The company marvelled at this
story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on
this wise..?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief
dccccxxi.Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning
yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed
wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the
headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his
affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should
be the king's will to put him to death..The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she
came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see
who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the
truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched
himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee,
O fellow; for, if I spare thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?'
asked the cook. 'Say and be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee,
and I will work at a craft, of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is
the craft?' and Selim said, 'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.On this wise they abode months and years and the queen-mother ceased not to do
thus till the cook's brother came to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and showed him to the queen, [that she
might buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's brother and was kind to him and entreated him
with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and found in him all that is in kings' sons of
understanding and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For a gift in this
world is the regal estate..Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and
tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the
riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty
thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts
and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the
seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he
rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I
would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i.
215..So Belehwan the froward abode king in his father's room and his affairs prospered, what while the young Melik Shah lay in the underground
dungeon four full-told years, till his charms faded and his favour changed. When God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) willed to
relieve him and bring him forth of the prison, Belehwan sat one day with his chief officers and the grandees of his state and discoursed with them
of the story of King Suleiman Shah and what was in his heart. Now there were present certain viziers, men of worth, and they said to him, 'O king,
verily God hath been bountiful unto thee and hath brought thee to thy wish, so that thou art become king in thy father's stead and hast gotten thee
that which thou soughtest. But, as for this boy, there is no guilt in him, for that, from the day of his coming into the world, he hath seen neither ease
nor joyance, and indeed his favour is faded and his charms changed [with long prison]. What is his offence that he should merit this punishment?
Indeed, it is others than he who were to blame, and God hath given thee the victory over them, and there is no fault in this poor wight.' Quoth
Belehwan, 'Indeed, it is as ye say; but I am fearful of his craft and am not assured from his mischief; belike the most part of the folk will incline
unto him.' 'O king,' answered they, 'what is this boy and what power hath he? If thou fear him, send him to one of the frontiers.' And Belehwan
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said, 'Ye say sooth: we will send him to be captain over such an one of the marches.'.STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND
?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to
him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this
present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The
youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said
Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in
to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling
and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew
not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself
the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things
happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation
(22) and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad
him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves
behind him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate.
There he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and
beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and
Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the
puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye o'erthrew Of
faith, your favours grudged and aught of grace denied..Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed
heartily and said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail.
Nevertheless if it please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past
should recur! For that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake
of manchet-bread and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were
content, when Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's heart's
inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in sickness' hands confined..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present
was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his
Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him,
and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of his words and the
softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it from his thought],
busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight
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