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When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing

Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow

hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All

that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the requital of

my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the

coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..Women's Craft, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? a. Story

of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou

knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls,

and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with

Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom

was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw

eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who

hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from

first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning

may not be hidden.'.? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you

with all good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the

abiding-place of thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in

marriage, concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but

we desire thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought

out to him money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and

giving him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of

the king] of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and

the like..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? And

when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? Whenas En Nebhan

strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two,

iii. 145..So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became

disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was

certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and

brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave

to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most

High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put

him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had

believed..? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he transgress..? ? ? ? ? A good it

is to have one's loved ones ever near,.When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou

find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou

soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold

upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice,

before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's

shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so

they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..Presently, El Abbas

cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of

thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his

shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood,

and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas

and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood

upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and

desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".25. The City of Brass cccclxxxvii.The kings and all those

who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There
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abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203) and the circumcision.'

Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the rest of the night.' So

Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and ringdove and

curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver and the water

thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden. (206).The merchant

went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his

hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with

good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two

staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole

and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).Now in that town was a

man of good breeding and large generosity, a merchant of condition, young of years and bright of face, who had come to that town from his own

country with great store of merchandise and wealth galore. He took up his abode therein and the place was pleasant to him and he was lavish in

expenditure, so that he came to the end of all his good and there remained with him nothing save that which was upon him of raiment. So he left the

lodging wherein he had abidden in the days of his affluence, after he had wasted (260) that which was therein of furniture, and fell to harbouring in

the houses of the townsfolk from night to night..So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the presence of the viziers, and cast

herself upon him, saying, "O king, falleth my shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that

their jealousy over their women should be thus [laggard]. Thou art heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. So either

slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to

her, "I have no pleasure in his continuance [on life] and needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house and comfort thy heart.".? ? ? ? ? And

all the desert spaces devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still Aamir giveth ear..? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer

of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been

robbed of ten pearls, like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom

do these pearls belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in

tattered clothes, misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant

thought he asked him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he

doubted not but that it was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the

man who stole my pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.Would God upon that bitterest day, when my

death calls for me, i. 47.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that

wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and

when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the

Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and

vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er

Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played

thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first

mode and sang the following verses:.Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I

see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth

on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship

with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon

him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food

before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter;

after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif,

saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me."

And he recited these verses:.146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..King's Daughter of

Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.Affairs, Of Looking to the Issues of, i. 80..91. The Loves

of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain dclxxviii.When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the story of the King and the Tither,

and he said, "Know, O king, that.Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..It is told that there was once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and

well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and

had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the women of pleasure, (253) who raised her

eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of the door of his shop, these words,

"VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S CRAFT." When she beheld this,
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she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the tricks of women and prove the

untruth of (255) this his inscription!".Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191.."There was once a king named

Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops; but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went

forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the

guards brought him in haste the offender, whose name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put

him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy

power over me, for that clemency is of the goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou

shall be requited] one of these days, and a treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil

from me, so shall God fend off from thee evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had

never before pardoned any..58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild

cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii. 101..So the chamberlain went about

that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and

complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he

said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of

land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter

the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What

is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The

thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.Now this (155) was the

francolin that bore witness against him.'.87. The Lovers of the Benou Tai dclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.? ? ? ? ? But

now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..? ? ? ? ?

They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.When the king had read this letter, he

rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour. Some days after this, I sought

of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with divers merchants and others,

intending for my own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had passed many islands; but, one

day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like devils, clad in chain-mail and

armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the cruellest fashion, smiting and

wounding and slaying those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were therein, carried us to an island, where

they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink and clothed me and entreated me

kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat restored..90. The Devout Prince cccci.Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer,

a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag,

wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him

the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in

himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said,

'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and

handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the

like of this..? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed

spear..Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in

chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour;

but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other,

"that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if

thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart

inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El

Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn

in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.Then

she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the

Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following verses:.Ye know I'm

passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach

therein was none nor yet unright;.When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew,

when he came to complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is

no way by which five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a
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Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to

the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would not

confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we had

made an end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.So, when the night

darkened, we sallied forth to make our round, attended by men with sharp swords, and went round about the streets and compassed the city, till we

came to the by-street where was the woman, and it was the middle of the night Here we smelt rich scents and heard the clink of earrings; so I said

to my comrades, "Methinks I spy an apparition," And the captain of the watch said, "See what it is." So I came forward and entering the lane, came

presently out again and said, "I have found a fair woman and she tells me that she is from the Citadel and that the night surprised her and she espied

this street and seeing its cleanness and the goodliness of its ordinance, knew that it appertained to a man of rank and that needs must there be in it a

guardian to keep watch over it, wherefore she took shelter therein." Quoth the captain of the watch to me, "Take her and carry her to thy house."

But I answered, "I seek refuge with Allah! (93) My house is no place of deposit (94) and on this woman are trinkets and apparel [of price]. By

Allah, we will not deposit her save with Amin el Hukrn, in whose street she hath been since the first of the darkness; wherefore do thou leave her

with him till the break of day." And he said, "As thou wilt." Accordingly, I knocked at the Cadi's door and out came a black slave of his slaves, to

whom said I, "O my lord, take this woman and let her be with you till break of day, for that the lieutenant of the Amir Ilmeddin hath found her

standing at the door of your house, with trinkets and apparel [of price] on her, and we feared lest her responsibility be upon you; (95) wherefore it

is most fit that she pass the night with you." So the slave opened and took her in with him..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for

thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..So he returned to his mother (and indeed his

spirit was broken), and related to her that which had happened to him and what had betided him from his friends, how they, had neither shared with

him nor requited him with speech. "O Aboulhusn," answered she, "on this wise are the sons (5)of this time: if thou have aught, they make much of

thee, (6) and if thou have nought, they put thee away [from them]." And she went on to condole with him, what while he bewailed himself and his

tears flowed and he repeated the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of the mis'ries reckst by which

my heart is wried..6. Story of the Hunchback xxv.So they dragged him away, what while he wept and spoke the words which whoso saith shall

nowise be confounded, to wit, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime!" When they came to the Tigris, one of

them drew the sword upon him and El Muradi said to the swordbearer, "Smite off his head." But one of them, Ahmed by name, said, "O folk, deal

gently with this poor wretch and slay him not unjustly and wickedly, for I stand in fear of God the Most High, lest He burn me with his fire." Quoth

El Muradi, "A truce to this talk!" And Ahmed said, "If ye do with him aught, I will acquaint the Commander of the Faithful." "How, then, shall we

do with him?" asked they; and he answered, "Let us deposit him in prison and I will be answerable to you for his provision; so shall we be quit of

his blood, for indeed he is wrongfully used." So they took him up and casting him into the Prison of Blood, (13)went away..It is told of Jaafer ben

Yehya the Barmecide that he sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom

he delighted, and charged the chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his

boon-companions, by name Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was

their wont, whenas they sat in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went round

and the lutes pulsed..Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the

strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport.

Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a

reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return

him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this

letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his

letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper

and wrote the following verses:.Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and

jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw

the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her

from the horse's back, carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the

like; for therein were four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of

continence, and those who beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and

jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a

curtain let down, gold and silver wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD.

(46).Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall

revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow

ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads
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before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved

for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought

Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him therein..As they abode thus on the fourth day,

behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the

king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before

the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we are dead men; for

that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down

on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the tribe but he who

fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he

acquainted a number of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the

king with this, so the young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and

going in to the king, said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the

merchant, whom thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday

draw his sword and offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof

of this?' Quoth they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch

him, and thou wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it

in His power to change a case from foul to fair..When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into

the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship

disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and

children..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..?

? ? ? ? The ignorant man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..The first who sought her in marriage was

King Nebhan of Mosul, who came to her with a great company, bringing with him an hundred she-camels laden with musk and aloes-wood and

ambergris and as many laden with camphor and jewels and other hundred laden with silver money and yet other hundred laden with raiment of

silken and other stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred slave-girls and an hundred magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds, completely

housed and accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he laid before her father, demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had

bound himself by an oath that he would not marry his daughter but to him whom she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in marriage,

her father went in to her and consulted her concerning his affair. She consented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he

departed from him. After this came King Behram, lord of the White Island, with riches more than the first; but she accepted not of him and he

returned, disappointed; nor did the kings give over coming to her father, on her account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands and the

climes, each glorying in more (54) than those who forewent him; but she paid no heed unto any of one them..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the

Barber's Third Brother clvii.? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..Queen

Es Shubha rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then

returned to her place and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the

damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their

separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would

have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves,

and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank

it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal

aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one

should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the

Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was

wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy

treasure.'.?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and

said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he

hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by

force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied

with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem;

wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.(When

Shehriyar heard this, he said in himself, 'By Allah, I have indeed been reckless in the slaying of women and girls, and praised be God who hath

occupied me with this damsel from the slaughter of souls, for that the slaughter of souls is a grave [matter!] By Allah, if Shah Bekht spare the
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vizier, I will assuredly spare Shehrzad!' Then he gave ear to the story and heard her say to her sister:).? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit

xxxix.There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for

beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and

there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with

moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..Sindbad the Sailor, The

Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of

steeds and many a baggage-train;.When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier redoubled; so he bade

him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his lodging, where he passed the

night and the ensuing day..On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not

pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she

hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I

accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this

and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover,

she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him,

'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..The drums of glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of

worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and brought them the richest of presents and the

costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people

and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the

intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts

and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from

me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me

and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath

sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have

confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even

if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it

is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that

which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us

to endure estrangement and despair..KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.So

Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to

sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but none the less, alas!

Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the

damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his

throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a

light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the

palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..They have

departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent that he] would turn the

ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town and [give himself out as a

merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with the merchants, for he was

[apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might spend and go away to another

city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid

the taste of sleep's delight..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will appear,

even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..The Ninth Night of the Month..Say,

by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old man and

woman, and ate of the fruits that were in the island and drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the side of the

island, to fill up with water, whereupon they (63) looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was therein,

both men and goods, belonged to him, for that he was a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the owner of

the island, and he went up [into the ship] and gave the Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him yearn unto

her and his soul prompted him to use treachery and practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us in the ship

is a woman with child, and we fear lest she be delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.' Now it

was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her; and he
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promised her clothes and spending-money. Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her gear to

the ship; but no sooner was she come thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..When the company heard

this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and

said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and

donning devotee's apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out

of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid

down the thousand dirhems for him and delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her and those who were present. When he was set free,

he accosted her and besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him thither and supped with him and passed the night. When

the night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required

her [of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded him of that which she had done with him of kindness and

how she had delivered him from beating and humiliation..Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and

Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then

they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to

the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an

arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out

at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved

Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head

and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven

of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death

overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed

upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.Ye chide at

one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30.
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