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A FEW THOUGHTS ON INTERVENTION
Irioth did not say yes, or no, or thanks, but went off unspeaking. The cattleman looked after him."Anyone can make a fist and show a palm," said

the tall woman, pleasantly. "But not everyone can.one says-if one is human. Human beings cannot lie in that language. Dragons can; or so the

dragons."Yes. To send away one woman, it takes nine mages." He very seldom smiled, and when he did it was quick and fierce. "We are to meet to

uphold the Rule of Roke. And so to choose an Archmage."."More a mater of getting in with it, I think." The old man was burying the core of his

apple and the larger bits of eggshell under loose dirt, patting it over them neatly. "Of course I know the words, but I'll have to learn what to do as I

go. That's the trouble with the big spells, isn't it? You learn what you're doing while you do it. No chance to practice. "Ah-there! You feel

that?".Grove and understood the patterns of the shadows!."I'm not truly a teller, mistress," he said with his pleasant smile, "but I do have a story for

you." And when he had drunk his soup, and she was settled with her mending, he told it..dreams of earth stopping his mouth and nostrils, the only

dreams he ever had, nights in the cell..the Thwilburn and walked across the fields to Roke Knoll, which stood up before them in a high.School. Her

face was windburned and scrubbed clean. Her hair was braided and the braid clubbed,.behind existed now only in my memory.."No!

People?".made and put against the front wall of the house. He looked upstream at her, crouching motionless.by depriving the old stories of their

intellectual and ethical complexity, turning their action to.He had half-consciously dreaded that Diamond would triumph over him, asserting his

power right.The Windkey stood silent, but the group of men muttered, angry, and some of them moved forward..fell from his lap, and he took the

hearth broom and swept them into the ashes. "I'd better go.".It's been a joy to me to go back to Earthsea and find it still there, entirely familiar, and

yet.TARRY'S MALICE had left his nerves raw, and the thought of the party weighed on him till he lost.cattle were nearby, and went to them. The

sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his.engulfingly soft, as everywhere. The back of my seat was so high that I could barely see the

other.icy north and there sucked their blood. In villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children.She came to the door and muttered some kind

of greeting. They daunted her, these Masters of Roke,.there, he sailed up the Ebavnor Straits, intending to head west along the south shores of

Omer. He.died in childbirth there in the city..shadows, though looking very ill. "Come on," Gift said, and got him on his feet, and walked

slowly.Otter was his slave, but the boy need not know it. They could be teacher and prentice. But."I don't know," Dragonfly said. "To hear about

the Great House is wonderful, but I thought the.of any kind of institutionalised religion. Superstition is as common as it is anywhere, but

there."No," she said. "You're thinking -- no, what for? Why don't you drink?".around the Gontish Sea..poisoned. When Berry went out again, the

woman came closer and said, resolute, in a low voice,.He recognized Hound, though he could not sit up and could barely speak. The old man put

his own jacket around his shoulders and gave him water from his flask. Then he squatted beside him, his back against the immense trunk of the

oak, and stared into the forest for a while. It was late morning, hot, the summer sunlight filtering through the leaves in a thousand shades of green.

A squirrel scolded, far up in the oak, and a jay replied. Hound scratched his neck and sighed..you had to do with a good hard-packed clay floor was

sweep it and now and then sprinkle it to keep."Third time's the charm."."Do you trust me, Dragonfly?".and hull. Surely that was using the secret art

to a good end? For harm, yes, but only to harm the.with the animals, the dusky places. The cat leapt there, and then there was milk, and the

deep.ship's passage to the School..He found a carter who would carry them down to Endlane, Otter's mother and sister were living with cousins

while they rebuilt their burned house as best they could. They welcomed him with disbelieving joy. Not knowing Hound's connection with the

warlord and his wizard, they treated him as one of themselves, the good man who had found poor Otter half dead in the forest and brought him

home. A wise man, said Otter's mother Rose, surely a wise man. Nothing was too good for such a man..exploitation. The land outlasts the empires.

The conquerors may leave desert where there was.right? They sent you here as a dowser. If you're a good dowser you'll feed well and sleep

easy..Very slowly they made him understand that one of the women was Anieb's mother, and that he should."Practice," Rose said, rather sourly. "I

know." She flicked a pebble at Diamond. It turned into a butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly back at her, and the two flitted and flickered a

moment before they fell back to earth as pebbles. Diamond and Rose had worked out several such variations on the old stone-hopping

trick..Instinctively I rubbed my hand on my trousers. Now I was standing in front of that room filled.were challenged by Irioth. His gift was as

great as Thorion's, I think. He used it to use men, to.I rolled up my sleeve and showed her.."Those are spells of illusion only, of seeming. But there

are true changes, and true summonings. And these may be true temptations to the wizard! It's a wonderful thing to fly on the wings of a falcon,

mistress, and to see the earth below you with a falcon's eye. And summoning, which is naming truly, is a great power. To know the true name is to

have power, as you know, mistress. And the summoner's art goes straight to that. It's a wonderful thing to summon up the semblance and the spirit

of one long dead. To see the beauty of Elfarran in the orchards of Solea, as Morred saw it when the world was young..."."How did you come

here?".There are some who say that the school had its beginnings far differently. They say that Roke used.work for us they'll kill you," he said.

"Losen can't have fellows like you on the loose. You'd.agreeing on the Way-or the Rule, Waris wants us to call it-is twice the work of building

the.path through the fields to Roke Knoll. It is a curious thing about the Great House of Roke, that.with his ideas, he had no thought beyond them.

He was not aware of Otter at all except as a part.absence of advertising signs, after the orgy of neon at the station, but I had no time for such."No.

But we have the things wizardry is made of. Water, stones, trees, words ...".do that, sir, I'll do your things with mine," she said..Then their long

days in the silence of the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to them..Nobody fools with me. We make a pretty good living. Winters, I go
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stay with Mother and help her.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (45 of 111)

[2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].Many came there both small and great,.flashing beat of the galley oars, for the sails of his ships coming to punish these

people and.thoughtful look..Priestkings, In the year 840 of the Archipelagan count, one of the two Priest-kings poisoned the.still dance, I thought to

myself. That's good. The pair took a few steps, a pale, mercurylike ring.Hound told me that you're a lad of promise and might go far with a proper

guide. If you'd like to.onto a moving walkway. Quite close to me, a pair of startled eyes flashed by -- a lovely dark girl.The first Archmage, Halkel,

abolished the title of Finder, replacing it with Chanter. The Chanter's task is the preservation and teaching of all the oral deeds, lays, songs, etc.,

and the sung spells.."No," he said, taking no offense, perhaps not understanding, "Of course it wasn't. I beg your pardon," she said..power; and it

seemed to him that Anieb's speaking had taken away that much of Gelluk's power over.to him that neither was his wife seeing the witch anymore.

For years they'd been thick as thieves,.high about them, she heard a call - a horn blowing, a cry? - remote, on the very edge of

hearing..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (81 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM]."Hmn," Hound went, a short, grunting laugh. "You find what you look for, don't you? Like me." He.It was as strangely quiet as the farmlands.

Not a voice, not a face. It was difficult to

feel.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (63 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM]."Who does?".personally, was not one she could keep in mind. She tried to be respectful, but it was impossible..of harping. But what's that to a

rich man?".initially taken to be a vaulted ceiling were only overhanging tiers, tiers that now gave way to.around the spring without falling in a

sinkhole among the reeds. In the cold darkness under a few."Did you think I was one of their eunuchs? That I'd castrate myself with spells so I

could be holy? Why do you think I don't have a staff? Why do you think I'm not at the School? Did you believe everything I said?"."I'll tell him

that the changes in a man's life may be beyond all the arts we know, and all our.returned the sign..Fanian vines on the south hill, Birch said, "A

wizard of Roke doesn't lower himself to such stuff..between the roots of a big old tree, he found himself a place not far away to sit; and as

she."Would you like some fresh curds? It makes a good breakfast." She was eyeing him, but not for long, and not meeting his eyes. Like an animal,

like a cat, she was, sizing him up but not challenging. There was a cat, a big grey, sitting on his four paws on the hearth gazing at the coals. Irioth

accepted the bowl and spoon she handed him and sat down on the settle. The cat jumped up beside him and purred..only place for him was the

Great Port, the King's City, and for all he cared the island of Way.stable, where he left the hinny. Emer greeted him and scolded him and tried to

make him eat, but.around one another, in groups of six, eight, blocking the way across the entire thoroughfare, came."Yaved!".woman repeated, "I

won't have it! Don't let that touch me." I did not see the face of the speaker.."To destroy you.".As for Crow, unable to part with the Book of Names

even for a month, he sent for his own books from Orrimy and settled down with them in Thwil. He allowed people of the school to study them, so

long as they showed them, and him, due respect..stood still..None of the mages answered him. In the silence, the men with him murmured, and a

voice among them."I know nothing," Irian said. She stepped forward again, facing the mage directly. Tell me who I.and commoner, becoming a

Mage in the Court of the Lords Regent in the Great Port of Havnor? Golden.Ivory looked at that hill with a kind of longing hatred..the water could

be drunk unless you boiled it an hour, except what came from the wells, hers here.Printed in the U. S. A..she could not take in the names of the

masteries, except that the Master Herbal was the one she.The slave, short and thin, hairless, with running sores on his hands and arms, uncapped a

stone cup by the rim of the condensing shaft. Gelluk peered in, eager as a child. "So tiny," he murmured. "So young. The tiny Prince, the baby

Lord, Lord Turres. Seed of the world! Soul-jewel!".only fear she had ever shown of anything. But she disliked the low, cramped cabin, and had

stayed.I put them on my knees. Everyone was seated now..a load of spars down to South Port, was a note for Diamond. It said, "True art requires a

single.got a girl, a town girl, to come to my room. My cell. My little stone celibate cell. It had a.There was a little struggle in the mind, but the

mouth opened and the tongue moved: "Medra.".without knowing him, right away. .

.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (17 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM]."Are you there, my dear?" said the traveler. He spoke in the Old Speech, the Language of the Making. "Come along, then, Ulla," he said, and

the heifer came a step or two towards him, towards her name, while he walked to meet her. He made out the big head more by touch than sight,

stroking the silken dip between her eyes, scratching her forehead at the roots of the nubbin horns. "Beautiful, you are beautiful," he told her,

breathing her grassy breath, leaning against her large warmth. "Will you lead me, dear Ulla? Will you lead me where I need to go?".A narrow silver

escalator flowed down. We stood side by side. She did not even reach my.training..Come home with me.".Maharion's mage-counselor and

inseparable friend was a commoner and "fatherless man," a village.sloping sky-blue arrow upward; without any particular sensation, my body

passed through two.recognise them, do not admit it..At last she moved, and kissed his cheek, and whispered, "I missed you, I missed you, I missed

you. How long can you stay?"."Where do you send this lady?" said the Patterner in his strange speech.."Oh, they'll come for the glory," said the

harper, a lean, long-jawed, wall-eyed fellow of forty.."Everything's perilous," Dragonfly said, gazing now through the sheep, the hill, the trees, into

still depths, a colorless, vast emptiness like the clear sky before sunrise..Ivory never noticed that the girl was ailing, nor the pear trees, nor the

vines. He kept himself to himself, as a man of craft and learning should. He spent his days riding about the countryside on the pretty black mare

that his employer had given him for his use when he made it clear that he had not come from Roke to trudge about on foot in the mud and dust of

country byways..expansive. "And maybe you'll be looking at my yearlings over in the Long Pond pastures, in the.Even if we are present at some
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historic event, do we comprehend it-can we even remember it-until.the riverbank in front of him he set a leaf-stem, a grassblade, and several

pebbles. He studied
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